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Preface to the Final Edition
I completed the first edition of The Practicalities of Moving to Bali five years ago in 2008
while I was living and working in Sumbawa. Most of the book was written in 2007; I
updated some of the material in 2010 for a second edition. It's almost 2014 and well past
time for an update because Bali has gone through some significant changes during this
time period. The traditional ceremonies remain the same but the island is rapidly
developing a new identity, although what it actually is remains anyone's guess, (some say
the island is sinking under the weight of four million residents, millions of tons of
concrete and millions of tons of garbage).
The southern sprawl continues to eat up villages moving outward from the original
tourist/expat focus of Kuta and Legian. With the decentralization of political power that
followed the fall of former President Suharto, each region of Bali is basically free to do
what they want. The impotence of the governor can be see when he asks Bupatis to
follow new building regulations. The local papers regularly run stories announcing that a
new luxury hotel is being built in violation of these regulations.
Academics, activists, politicians and scientists call for an end to the ceaseless
construction in light of an impending water crisis, but then the government proudly
announces the impending construction of a new international airport on the north side of
the island, which will supposedly bring prosperity to the residents of Buleleng – not to
mention more traffic, more pollution and more crime.
The main street of the “cultural center” of Bali now has a Starbucks and glizty fashion
designer shops. Jalan Raya Ubud, once a sleepy street filled with small locally owned
restaurants and shops selling paintings, carvings and t-shirts, now is jammed with ATMs,
fancy restaurants, gelato joints and Circle K's. The famed rice fields are being plowed
under to build luxury villas with a view (of the vanishing rice fields). Chi-chi raw food
and vegan restaurants are filled with the New Age spiritual crowd competing to sell their
quick (and expensive) fixes to existential angst. But, get back off the main drag and the
Ubud that I fell in love with decades ago is still there. Even in the center of town, the
homestay where I stayed on my first visit to Ubud is still there seemingly stuck inside a
time warp buffeted from the winds of change that have swept through Ubud over the past
24 years.
Sleepy little Tulamben on the east coast only 20 years ago was just a day stop for divers
to view the sunken shell of a Liberty ship. Today it has dozens of tourist accommodations
catering primarily to diving enthusiasts. Padangbai, Amed, Candidasa, Lovina all have
their tourist scenes and expat enclaves and these continue to spread like an uncontrollable
virus.
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But, it's still possible to get away from the maddening crowds and find that village life
goes on seemingly untouched by modernity. Well, with the exception of handphones and
satellite dishes.
Life as it was 24 years ago when I first arrived here was simpler and foreigners could
build businesses and lives without the red tape and hidden costs of today. However, in
many ways, life has become easier for foreign residents in Bali as of 2014.
Immigration can still be a maze of regulations with individual offices interpreting
governmental regulations in their own unique way, but at least those rules are now
spelled out. Visas for retirees and spouses of Indonesian citizens, as well as dual
citizenship for children of mixed marriages are the positive changes that we've see here
over the recent past.
Prices rise regularly although until the last few months inflation has generally stayed
relatively consistent. While the rupiah seemed to find its level at around 9,000 to one
United States dollar; 2013 has seen the rupiah reach its lowest level in the past four years.
Land prices may or may not be in a bubble – depends on who you talk to – but the reality
is that the price of land around the island has reached the level where the average
Balinese/Indonesian newlyweds will be hard pressed to be able to purchase a few
hundred square meters to build a new house. Much of this crazy increase in land prices
can be attributed to speculators – both foreigners and Indonesians from other islands –
who plow over the rice paddies that tourists love to photograph and throw up a few
luxury villas with the hopes of making outlandish profits. And there seems to be no end
to new arrivals who must have a villa to live in and who have hundreds of thousands of
dollars to use in their pursuit of owning a “piece of paradise.”
The lack of infrastructure development in the face of the population boom is a pressing
problem that gets little more than lip service. Despite warnings of an impending water
crisis, development continues unimpeded. The fact is that the water crisis is here. Around
the island residents report difficulties with getting adequate water during the dry season.
The regency of Buleleng this year asked residents to restrict their water use during peak
periods. This is a problem that will not go away. Electricity is also an issue that will
continue to worsen as the rising population consumes more electricity on a daily basis.
The island has already gone through a series of rolling brownouts. New power plants are
needed but no one wants them in their backyards. And, obvious to both residents and
tourists, transportation woes have resulted in gridlock in the south of Bali - on a recent
visit I spent an hour in traffic to go just a few hundred meters in Kuta: a similar situation
exists in Ubud where expats regularly complain of the difficulty of driving short
distances due to massive tourist buses clogging up the narrow roads. While the roads are
generally in much better condition than they were years ago, there just aren't enough of
them to accommodate the increasing number of vehicles. The governor has recently
discussed banning the importation of new vehicles to the island and requiring vehicles
visiting from other islands to be registered. That most likely will be an uphill battle. Road
carnage continues due to the congestion on the roads and the lack of enforcement of basic
traffic regulations.
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Bali's brand name as a tourist mecca continues to draw the masses despite some negative
press reviews that highlight the problems that I've discussed above. It's unclear as to just
why Bali seems to exert such a powerful draw on Westerners: it could be the relatively
inexpensive luxury accommodations, the wealth of restaurants offering a range of
international cuisines, the dream of hanging out on white sand beaches while enjoying a
tropical drink, or maybe even something as simple as wanting to sample the unique
offerings of Balinese culture. Take a look at this link for an interesting article on the Bali
brand and make sure you
In the first edition, I suggested that potential expats needed to do their homework and
move slowly before making the big move here. That advice is more relevant now than
before. Expats in Bali are almost increasingly becoming perceived as wealthy, spoiled
carpetbaggers. While this is obviously a stereotype, there are a few nuggets of truth there.
For every dedicated expat working to improve life for the Balinese like Robin Lim with
her Yayasan Bumi Sehat, there are dozens of hucksters selling New Age spirituality or
trying to flog off a villa or some land for twice the price that they paid.
It's our job as guests of this island and country to learn the laws and culture and follow
them, meet our new neighbors and get to know and share knowledge and experiences. A
Balinese friend of mine recently asked me quite seriously why wealthy foreigners would
want to move here. And indeed this incredulity is, I believe, spreading as expats become
more than just the amusing curiosities that we once were decades ago. We now compete
for jobs, housing, land, hospital beds and space on the congested roads.
It's clear that there is a growing divide between local residents and expats. Take a look at
the comments inIndonesian language news sites when they cover some problem between
expats and Indonesians: there's plenty of anger about what some locals see at a sense of
entitlement in the expat community. Talking to an old Balinese friend the other day who
has long had dealings with the expat community, he noted that, “...things were better in
the old days. Maybe we're just getting older, but it seems that the new arrivals have no
sense of wanting to integrate into the community. They see all of us as wanting to get
something out of them for nothing.”
As waves of foreigners take up residence here, they appear to be increasingly ignorant of
the country's/island's history, languages and cultures. Rather than treading lightly, the
arrogance of economic power often leads us to assume that we can and should have
things done our way, on our time schedule and according to our cultural rules and norms.
Far too often, I hear the refrain, “let them try to do that in my country.” The thing is – we
aren't in our country and its we that need to adjust not the Balinese. If I was to suggest
anything to help bridge the gap between the expat and Balinese communities, it would be
to make it mandatory for new KITAS holders to take a class in the language, history and
culture of the island. It might help to make them more aware of where they are and what's
acceptable and what isn't.
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So, looking over what I've written, it seems pretty negative about what's happening on the
island. And
so, I'm not really interested in more updates. A lot of the information – travel, internet
technology, construction costs, visa regulations and procedures – changes more rapidly
than ever before. I wrote in the first edition that an e-book would be more up-to-date than
the traditional guide books, but that was before the explosion of social networking. The
fact is that the forums and Facebook pages on Bali offer information that is often only
hours old. Sure, there's a lot of trash and a lot of misinformation on these venues, but for
people interested in moving here taking the time to do the research to separate the wheat
from the chaff shouldn't be a chore. For information on visa issues the best forum that
I've found is the Living in Indonesia Expat Forum and for information about Balinese
culture the Home in Bali Forum.
What I've written here about the history, culture and daily life of Bali still stands, but for
the rest it's becoming outdated, and I'm just not that interested in trying to keep up with
all those things. Life where I live on the island (a small kampung in Singaraja) is still
pretty much the same as it was 24 years ago – we don't have crime, we don't have
problems with foreigners moving in and upsetting the local ecology and folks just focus
on raising families and getting by as they have for hundreds of years. I spend most of my
time with the few kids still at home and with the next generation that's going to need to
learn about life here.
For those still interested in this book, it is now available as a free download. I hope that
you find something in it to help you integrate into life on the island. For folks who bought
this book, many thanks, I hope that you found it helpful.
I'll end my final comments in this book with something a bit more upbeat. Last year I
moved down to Denpasar to live with my daughter for a few months. We lived in a banjar
not far from Udayana University: our neighbors were a mix of Balinese and Indonesians
from other islands. I didn't know anyone here, but I begin wandering around the
neighborhood everyday when my daughter was out at school. Far from the expat ghettos
and tourist strips, people were invariably lovely: friendly greetings, offers to sit and chat,
information on where to buy the things that I needed to equip our new house, and just the
give and take of people from different cultures discovering something new. It was this
that drew me here and has kept me here for all these years. That magic of Bali still
survives; it's just a little harder to find it these days.
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Introduction
The tropics. Paradise. Exotic. Asian women. Surfer boys. Love in the tropics. Bali. What
great images! These words are some of the top search terms that people have used on the
way to accessing my writings, websites, blogs, magazine articles and podcasts about life
in Indonesia, Bali, Sumbawa, and Papua. Over the past 23 years of writing about life
here, I’ve received thousands of emails asking me about the practicalities of moving to
Bali. Some of the letters have been quite specific such as, “Can I bring my dogs to Bali?”
Some have been general like, “I’d like to move to Bali, please tell me how to go about
it.” Some have been vague like, “What’s paradise like? I’m moving there.”
I’ve tried to answer all of these questions and queries, but just as I answer one group of
letters another group arrives with pretty much the same questions. It’s this situation that’s
led me to write this eBook about life in Bali.

Why write an eBook about this?
There is an incredible amount of information floating around both in print and on the
Internet about living in Indonesia, but it’s generally fragmented, and a lot of it is out of
date. A popular website about living in Indonesia has information from 2004. Things
change quickly in Indonesia these days, and if you’re planning on moving to Bali, it’s
best to have the most recent information available. I’ve chosen the ebook format, because
it allows me to collect everything in one place, and to publish it while the information is
still relatively fresh.
Try using a paperback guidebook. They have a lot of uses: they contain a mass of
information about culture and background and prices for hotels and transport and food;
they give you medical information and photos; you can carry them in your backpack. But,
the main problem with the traditional travel guidebook is that they age quickly, and the
information is often out of date by the time you purchase the book. My goal here is to
cover all the basics (and some more) about life in Indonesia and Bali while keeping
things as current as possible.
I don’t know how many times I’ve come across agitated tourists who are heatedly
arguing with hotel staff about the price of a room. “It says right here in my guidebook
that a room costs $10 a night.” The reply is almost always the same. “Yes, but that was
published two years ago, our prices have gone up because…”
I’ve had a home in Bali since 1989 and have lived on several other islands in addition to
Bali. During this time, I’ve built five houses, had four children, and taught in three
schools around the country. The information in this book will be based on my experiences
over almost two decades of living and working in Indonesia. I’ll be covering the basics of
what life is like in Bali on a daily basis – health, communication, finances, culture,
legalities, education, food, and much more.
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I’m continually amazed by the number of people that show up in Bali and expect to live a
life of ease in paradise all based on one or two tourist trips. Daily life in Bali is far
different from the tourist experience: a lot better in many ways, but also hectic and trying
in others. Once you read this book, you will be ready for the big move to Bali.
So, welcome to The Practicalities of Expat Life in Bali. Enjoy and send any additional
questions along to me at writing@cyberbali.com.
Selamat Datang!
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Chapter 1: Moving to Asia: Why Leave Home and Where to
Go?
Why Leave Home?
My wife asks where I would like to drink my coffee. I take it on the balcony of our house
on the magical island of Bali in Indonesia. Feathery clouds float in an azure sky; a
soothing westerly breeze ruffles the palm leaves in the front yard. It’s another day in
paradise.
Paul Theroux, the travel writer, commented in the beginning of Dark Star Safari that
when he left on his trip through Africa he wanted to disappear. When I left the United
States after 40 years there, I cradled the same thought. The American story of male
middle-age crisis is the man who leaves the house to buy a pack of cigarettes and never
returns. Where do they go? Texas? California? Florida? Bali? Someplace warm probably
and with a seeming surplus of young, available women. When my entering middle age
crisis hit, I had just finished up a long delayed Ph.D., separated from my wife of seven
years, saw my son move off to live with his mother after spending most of his life with
me, and realized that what I was doing was not making me happy or sane.
One day I was planning for the new school year in my middle class school in Marin
Country, the next day I had a job offer in the mountain jungles of Irian Jaya, one of the
more remote places on the planet.
What is it that makes a person leave their life, family, friends, and country for someplace
unknown?
When I left San Francisco in 1989, I never imagined that I would still be living overseas
23 years later. As the Grateful Dead say, it's been a long, strange trip. In 1989 my eldest
son was just graduating from high school and over the years I have watched (albeit from
a distance) him graduate from college, go to law school, become a lawyer, get married
and start having children of his own. My eldest daughter has just turned 21and is a
nursing student living in Yogya, and the baby of the family is already in junior high
school. My two other children, Rebecca, 19, and Sam, 16, get bigger every day. Rebecca
is in her first year of university, and Sam is in his second year of high school.
Absence from family and friends is one of the downsides of living overseas. You miss
many major events - births, deaths, graduations and marriages. Sometimes it's just
impossible to get away from work long enough to go back "home" to attend these
important events; other times it’s just too expensive. If you’re retired, you have to think
of the time spent cramped in an airplane as the old back and knees beg for relief, and then
there’s the cost again.
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The revolutions in technology since I have been overseas have made communication
much easier. There are web pages to share photos on, emails and blogs and instant
messengers and Facebook and Skype that help keep you in touch. When I first started my
overseas teaching career on the island of New Guinea, it took two weeks for letters to
reach the States and two weeks for them to get back. We didn't have telephone access
then and had to rely on telexes for urgent information. Well, things have gotten better for
those of us living overseas – keeping in touch has gone digital.
Life overseas includes great beaches, incredible sights, exotic foods, opportunities to
learn new languages and cultures. But, it also includes risks. Since I have been teaching
overseas, the following events have occurred: the Gulf War, 9/11 (our expat personnel
were evacuated for almost four months from the school I taught in while I was working in
Pakistan), the war in Afghanistan (see above), the war in Iraq redux, the overthrow of the
Suharto regime in Indonesia (school stayed open), a military coup in Pakistan (we had the
day off), the Bali bombing (I was in Pakistan dealing with terrorist activities), the Jakarta
bombings, numerous terrorist acts in Pakistan (we delayed the return of teachers one time
for a week), the uprising of the local "natives" in Papua (we had a week off), the
shootings of American teachers in my former school in Papua (I was in Pakistan during
this time), the riots in Bali following the election of Gus Dur to the presidency of
Indonesia (my wife called me in Pakistan to give me a blow-by-blow account of the
craziness in Bali), and other more "minor" incidents that I barely remember. Then, too,
there were the natural disasters like earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions and
drought. You have to pay for your ticket to paradise sometimes.
I arrived in Indonesia with (as the story goes) $1.50 Australian in my pocket and $10,000
worth of student loans that I needed to pay off. My first house in Bali was in a small
Hindu village. I rebuilt a friend’s house and added a small apartment for myself. A few
years later when I married, I moved into two rooms that my wife had built onto her
parent’s house in the city of Singaraja. We had a windowless bedroom that served as
storage space and a living room just big enough to accommodate a couch and TV. At
night I slept on a mattress on the floor in the living room. During the day the mattress
was stashed outside the house on top of our bicycles in the courtyard. One night I was
lying on the floor watching the Olympics thinking what my father would have thought
about me at the age of 43 sleeping on the floor of a tiny house in the middle of a poor
Muslim neighborhood on the north coast of Bali. The next day I took some tourists out
fishing with a Balinese friend and ended up in the hospital that night with amoebic
dysentery. As soon as I got out of the hospital my wife and I started building our first
house together. We have now built five houses, but let’s not go into that yet.
It’s been said of Nabokov that he was obsessed with the past; that could probably be said
of me as well. The past has been like a computer program running in the background over
the last 23 years – sometimes the focus is on people from the past that I have lost track
of; sometimes places where I lived and things that I did there; other times it’s just events
that still have enough cathartic charge to pop out at odd times demanding to be replayed
(for what purpose?). My memory is probably as selective as most – a blue angora sweater
that a girlfriend gave me one Christmas, a runaway kid that I met in Chicago and took to
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a church that sheltered runaways; throwing up before giving my first big speech as a
radical in the 60s; closing the car door on my son’s fingers when he was three; tracing out
on a map all the places that I had been to when I was 16 and still living with my parents;
reading a WWII novel about an American pilot who ditched his plane over New Guinea
when I was 12; gazing in an apartment window on a winter evening in Lincoln Park
wondering what the people inside were doing; wandering down Jalan Legian in Bali
looking for some action after five months of living in the jungle like an ascetic.
I look for the signs or omens that led me to Bali and a 20 year teaching career in Asia.
Sometimes I can catch a glimpse of a trail – my fascination as a youth with maps and
islands; my attempts to teach myself French to impress a girl when I was 12; a Sixth
Grade report on sharks and submarines, but most of the time the path seems pretty
random.
There have been road markers that I can see in retrospect where I had several choices of
paths to take; I can make out the ones that I took that led me here. Why I didn’t take the
other choices is something that I still don’t understand. I see school kids here running
home along a country road, women picking rice in the paddies, motorcycle taxi drivers
hanging out on the side of the road smoking clove cigarettes waiting for a fare, dogs
barking at passing cars. These things are part of my life in Indonesia. And along the path
there’s the ice cream man in Lahore with the same song on his cart that the ice cream man
in Bali has; Amungme women carrying babies and piglets together in their net bags as
they move through the jungle; Bangkok bar girls calling out “I love you big man” at
passing foreigners; feeding the baby elephant on Soi 23 in Bangkok that used to come by
for peanuts and donations for his owner. Fairly exotic stuff all this. A good travelogue,
some slides or a DVD to show your neighbors and family back “home” that you did have
a unique vacation, a wonderful life.
When returning from my son’s wedding in Louisiana a few years ago, I landed in the
international airport in Taipei and the first thing that hit me was, Thank God I’m home. I
embraced the airport (which I’m not particularly fond of) like it was my hometown. The
flight was actually quite pleasant in Business Class, but I had never been so glad to get to
someplace as I was when I landed in Taipei.
Expats are an amazingly diverse group – hardly all the adventurers or anthropologist
types. I’ve known more people than I care to admit who hated the country that they
moved to, despised the people, and treated their household help like indentured labor.
Then there are the ones who wear their overseas situation like a badge of honor – I live
here (actually the name of one person on an Internet forum). Some of these expats
become so ultra-nationalist or regionalist that they could give the local politicians a go for
their money. This is particularly evident in Bali where the “keep the Muslims out”
mentality is especially strong among the “cultural preservationists” (those foreigners who
want to keep Bali for the Balinese but please forget about me because
Imawannabebalinese). I wonder when I see these screeds on the Internet if they would be
as aggressive about restricting Chicagoans from moving to LA, or Jews from moving
from New York to Pasadena, or Methodists from moving from Chicago to Memphis.
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Then there is the refreshing breezy attitude of those folks “back home” who give you the
Bronx cheer when you whine about how hard it is to get your latest house finished and
give you the, “Oh, I live in the tropics and have to pay $20,000 to get my mansion built,
poor me.” It’s great to have some reality thrown in. Of course, the other side of this is that
there is some angst that goes along with the expatriate life. (I tend to despise the term
“expatriate” because so many that call themselves expats are really little more than
daytrippers who might spend a few months a year overseas and the rest of their time
safely at home with their jobs or businesses).
The angst, the alienation. Actually, it’s all quite mundane and predictable: we live in a
space where unless our spouse or significant other speaks English, we are forced to speak
a foreign language for communication. With the exception of the truly gifted
linguistically, that means that the expat struggles to transcend formalized and ritualized
language exchanges whether it is about sex, family, or business. The free flow of stream
of consciousness talk is absent. Then too, language relies heavily on the use of cultural
icons, in-jokes, historical references, double entendres, metaphors, and other slights of
speech. Most expats who live in a non-English speaking country miss those and thus miss
the richness and multilayered aspect of reality that language gives us.
We have age, class and culture gaps. Take as a small example of age difference, Steely
Dan’s song, Hey Nineteen. Here the singer comes from a different generation than his
female companion. She doesn’t even remember the Queen of Soul. And that classic line,
“She thinks I’m crazy, but I’m just getting old.” Or “No we can’t dance together, we can’t
talk at all.” We spend a lot of time – let me personalize this more in order to be correct- I
spend a lot of time in internal monologues. Then after personalizing it, I can go further
and say that the expats that I know that are alone – that is not with a partner from their
home country – have similar experiences. We trade off easy conversation for whatever it
is that we get out of living in absentia from our home countries.
But there are those expats, actually most as far as my personal experience extends, that
make up for this isolation by gathering in certain areas of their host countries. For
example, expats in the south of Bali have favorite bars and restaurants that are known as
congregating points for Americans or Canadians or Swiss or Australians. These expats try
to build bridges connecting both of their worlds. And then there’s the too exotic to be
true: ghosts, spirits, and a variety of creatures from some other realm that some of us
have allegedly seen or want to be known to have seen. These experiences are the spice
that the expatriate craves like a drug. It is what makes us unique and justifies our flight
from home.
What do I give up to live in Bali? Baseball for sure. Italian beefs, Chicago hotdogs, pizza,
cold milk, being able to stroll down the streets without walking through a forest of stares.
What is there to say about all these years of expatriate life? It’s like the old song, Up on
the Roof: “I’ll get far away from the hustle and crowd and all that rat race noise down on
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the street, on the roof that’s the only place I know where you just have to wish to make it
so.”
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Where to Go?
Ok, so you want to leave the States or Australia or Germany or the UK; you decide to
take a vacation to Asia. It’s great to get away from friends, family and the job. You spend
a few weeks on a tropical beach drinking, swimming, getting some sun, and ogling the
local ladies or guys. You’ve never seen water this clear, drank beer this cold, or touched
skin so soft. You’re hooked. You decide to go back home, quit your job, sell the house,
give the dog to your best friend and move to Asia. But where do you go? My research
shows that most expats in Asia end up where they started out; that is in the place that first
gave them the idea to move to the Tropics. But, there’s a select group that plan things out,
do their research and then try one place, find that it doesn’t suit them and head off for
another.
For the potential expats who only have a vague idea of which country they want to move
to, but know that they want to move to Asia, here is a very brief summary of some
popular Southeast Asian countries. You should note that while the cost of living in SE
Asia is generally quite low compared to the West, there are significant differences
between the cultures, climates and infrastructures of the ASEAN countries. In particular,
you need to be sure that you are able to co-exist with the major religion of your target
country. I say this especially in regards to Indonesia and Malaysia, both of which are
predominately Muslim countries. If you have doubts about being able to live comfortably
with people who have a significantly different religion than you, and who take their
religion quite seriously, you should factor this into the equation of where to live. Does
listening to prayer call five times a day sound unbearable? If it does, probably better
forget about Malaysia and Indonesia (with the exception of certain parts of Bali, but more
on Bali soon).
So you’re planning to move to Asia, read on McDuff.
Malaysia
Malaysia has a clearly defined plan for potential expats, and the best thing is that it is all
laid out in English on a website. This is clearly the best example that I’ve found so far of
an Asian government actually lobbying to attract foreigners to come live there. Well, my
wife is Indonesian so we’re not going anywhere, but the Malaysia option is definitely
something to think about.
They have a list of reasons on their website about why foreigners should consider moving
to Malaysia. These include:
● Government support
● Culture and Language
● Recreation and Entertainment
● Food and Fruits
● Weather
● Shopping
17

●

Safety

The conditions to get a 10-year social pass are:
● A fixed account with RM150,000 if you are over 50 or RM300,000 if you are
under 50. However, after the first year, you only need keep RM60,000 in the
bank. This is quite a bargain actually for the potential resident.
● A monthly offshore income of RM10,000 from something like a pension.
● A Medical report testifying that you are in good health
● Medical insurance
Once you qualify, you may not work while you are residing under this program, and you
may not engage in activities considered harmful to the security of the country or
offensive to the local people.
Something that I found quite attractive about their program is that you may buy a house
(providing that it costs more than RM250, 000), and if you are living on a pension that
can be deemed by the government as being tax-exempt. Details of applying may be found
at the immigration department website.
If you are married to a Malaysian, you do not qualify for residency under the MM2H
program. You must instead obtain a long-term social visa under the Spouse Programme.
Thailand
Thailand may be the most popular Asian country for expats to relocate to. A lot of this
probably has to due with the highly publicized sex industry, as well as the large English
language teaching industry. It’s quite easy to get a position teaching English in Thailand
and due to this, the salaries, in general, are among the lowest in Asia.
While the cost of living is relatively inexpensive, the rapid decline in the value of the
USD has caused some worries among some of the American expat community. Despite
this it is still possible to live a comfortable life on a relatively small amount of money.
As many folks about to retire seem to be opting for the expatriate experience (or at least
spending winters in the tropics), websites have been springing up to provide services to
this group. These sites will offer advice, resources, and quite often double as real estate
agents. A relatively new site, Why Retire in Thailand, does all of this. While these sites
do offer some benefits, particularly for the newcomers and wannabees, their services
come at a price. Another resource is the Siam Legal site. So, let the buyer beware.
Popular areas for expats in Thailand are: Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, Pattaya and Hua
Hin, although more knowledgeable souls have sought out some of the less developed
areas where they can live more cheaply than possible in Bangkok.
One of the major factors that potential expats consider when looking at moving to SE
Asia is the nature of the health care industry. Bangkok has an excellent system of health

18

care, and, in fact, many nationals and expats from Bali travel to Bangkok for medical and
dental needs.
For a retirement visa, as of this writing (Thailand has been modifying their visa system
over the past few years so you should check before you go), you need to show that you
have a bank account with 800,000 Baht, or an income of 62,500 Baht per month, or a
combination of the two. This can be withdrawn from the bank after you obtain your visa,
but you will need proof of the 800,000 each time you renew your visa.
Philippines
Why do expatriates move to the Philippines? The English language is one obvious
reason. You can also add to that the magnificence of the islands and the surrounding
ocean. If you’re a water sports enthusiast, the Philippines has a lot to offer.
The cost of living is still inexpensive and the Philippines offers an excellent mix of both
modern and traditional. There is a large expat community in the Philippines, including a
lot of retired US Navy men. International and domestic travel is quite easy so this adds to
the attractiveness of the Philippines as an expat destination.
I’ve only been to the Philippines once, but I was quite impressed. That being said, I don’t
know much about the expat scene there. The country does have a retirement program for
expats that want to move there thus joining Malaysia in actively recruiting foreigners,
especially folks in the retirement years of their life.
According to the program expats can apply for a Special Resident Retiree’s Visa (SRRV).
This visa allows the expat permanent residency on a non-immigrant status with multiple
entries. Thus, you can come and go as you please without hassling around with entrance
and exit permits from the Bureau of Immigration (sounds nice doesn’t it Bali expats?)
Additionally, if you have the SRRV, you can also import up to $7,000 worth of household
goods tax-free. And, you can work if you want. What? This sounds too good to be true.
More? You may also buy a condo or rent land and build on it.
If you are over 50, you will need to have a bank deposit of $20,000 (without pension,
$10,000 if you have a pension), and if you are under 50 that number goes up to $50,000.
The downside? The fee is a bit much at $1,400 with a renewal cost of $360 annually.
Take a look at this link to see how this program compares with others in Southeast Asia.
Cambodia
Cambodia has an incredible history and a lot to offer the expat, but not without some
risks. The country is still undergoing some political changes, but it has a large expat
population, including, of course, English teachers. There are plenty of jobs available for
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English teachers in Cambodia, but as usual with jobs in this industry, it pays to do your
homework before you leap into a job.
Cambodia has developed a reputation as another sexpat destination, but like so much that
is reported in the press, this is only a small group of expats who often move from country
to country around Southeast Asia like the predators that they are.
Cambodia has a low cost of living for the expat and beautiful beaches and a friendly
population. Apartments are available for as low as USD150 per month. There are a
number of forums and websites run by expats that deal specially with Cambodia. If you
plan on moving there, you should check these out first. According to this site, a one-year,
multiple-entry visa that is easily renewable cost $270. Not too bad; still it doesn't really
show that the country is ready to offer expats a long-term visa that's easy to obtain and
reasonably priced.
Laos
Laos has a small expatriate community. Generally they live in Vientiane, Luang Prabang
and Vang Vieng. Vientiane is supposed to be the best city to live in, although some
expatriates note that the facilities are not equal to what can be found in Thailand, Bali, the
Philippines, and Malaysia. This is particularly true with regards to health care.
From what I read on expat forums, life in Vientiane is quite relaxed although the small
expat community can be rather limiting. Life in these communities can be quite
claustrophobic and incestuous. While housing is relatively cheap, expats are not allowed
to own property.
Long-term residency is possible in Lao, although many expats use a multiple-entry
business visa. From what I’ve been able to research, marriage to a Lao woman gives the
expat permanent residency. I would assume that the same holds true for Western women
marrying Lao men.
Shopping in Laos is fairly limited in terms of the Western goods that are available in most
of the other Southeast Asian countries. However, residents of Vientiane can just travel
across the river to Thailand and shop in the hypermarkets there like Carrefour.
If you're planning on moving to Laos, you might want to take a look at this site done by a
fellow who previously lived in Bai, didn't really like it and ended up in Laos. Here's
another site with some information about retiring to Laos.'
Vietnam
Vietnam is an attractive country to visit. I spent a week there a few years ago, and I
would love to go back. There is a large expat community there, but most of them are
working and thus what I consider to be temporary expats. However, I understand that
now that business opportunities are opening up, there is a growing group of expats
starting their own businesses.
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The cost of living is generally very cheap for an expat. Reading through the various
forums and blogs about expat life in Vietnam, the most striking thing that I’ve taken away
from my reading is that life in Vietnam doesn’t seem much removed from life in Bali.
I’ve read about issues with traffic and short expat tempers, as well as discussions about
how wonderful and welcoming Vietnamese people are. And, of course, there are the usual
complaints about water and electrical outages and the pollution in Ho Chi Minh City.
Expats who want to move to a major city in a developing country should realize that
urban reality there can be quite difficult for a Westerner to adjust to, even ones who come
from urban areas in the developed world.
Bali
OK, now that you have some of the options, let’s take a close look at the option that I
picked – Bali.
Why Bali? Partly serendipity. I came here for a vacation while I was working on another
island and, like so many others, fell in love with the place. If I had gone to Thailand, it
might have happened to me there, but I really think not. As much as I love Thailand, it’s
just too much. I needed something simple, manageable and friendly when I came here for
the first time, and I still need that.
As you’ll see in the rest of this book, there are just an incredible number of reasons for
moving here and not someplace else. Am I trying to sell Bali? No, actually the less people
here the better as far as I’m concerned, but if you’ve already made up your mind, let me
give you a hand with settling in.

Before You Leave
When I left the United States for Indonesia, I wasn’t planning on staying here forever. I
packed what I thought I would need for a few years and that was that. Years later when it
was clear that I was never going back, I gave everything away because it was just too
expensive to ship here. Looking back, these are the steps that I would have taken had I
known I’d be here forever.
●

Make copies of all important documents and store them somewhere safe like with
relatives or friends; if you don’t have those folks available, rent a safe deposit box
or a storage facility if you have some big things to store. Some transactions that
you will enter into here require original documents or notarized copies. I didn’t
have any of these, but was able to arrange to have notarized copies of everything
sent to me after I moved here. It was an incredible hassle. Bring them now and
safe yourself some trouble later. If you have children, bring all of their school
documents.

●

If you’re divorced make sure you have the divorce decree in case you decide to
marry an Indonesian. Other important items are: birth certificate, your last tax
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return, letters of reference, copies of degrees, professional certificates and
licenses.
●

Make sure that your passport is valid for at least a year. If it isn’t, renew it.

●

Set your banking affairs in order and check with your bank to see how you would
go about transferring money to Indonesia. If you can’t do it via the Internet, find a
new bank. Bank of America, for instance, won’t let me electronically transfer
money to my accounts here in Bali without me first being present physically at m
home branch in California to fill out the necessary paperwork.

●

See your doctor for a complete physical and bring the records with you. If you
take prescription medicines, check to see if they are available in Indonesia.

●

See your dentist and take care of any immediate concerns. Bring your dental
records as well.

●

Sell, store or pack for shipment all of your possessions. Things that you think you
can’t do without you should bring. Note that Indonesia uses 220 volts; you will
need a converter to use 110 volt electronics from the United States. You’re better
off selling your electronics and buying new ones here. The price goes down
regularly, there are a variety of brand names and models, and you don’t have to
deal with the hassles that can occur with customs if you bring in electronics.

You can ship your goods to Indonesia and, if you already have a KITAS, you should be
able to do it without paying customs duties. However, this is always an iffy situation.
Some people pay as much as USD2, 000-3,000 to customs, and others have gotten away
with shipping their goods in for free. Much of this will depend on your shipping agent.
Once you get into Bali and have your KITAS, arrange to have your goods shipped over
and look for a shipping agent that others have used successfully. Check on the forums for
the latest information or ask friends and neighbors in Bali.
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Chapter 2: Living in Bali: The Practicalities
Some Basics
Bali has a population of about 3,150,000 with a population density of 559 per square
kilometer (1,448 per square mile for you Americans). Comparatively, Bali is relatively
crowded as Indonesia has a population density of 118. On the other hand, Singapore has a
population density of approximately 5,500 people per square kilometer. When you
consider the fact that large areas of Bali are still agricultural or mountainous, that means
that a lot of people are packed in to the urban areas.
The life expectancy for males is 66 years, while for females it is 69. 92% of the males are
considered to be literate, and 79% of females are considered to be literate. Bali is 8
degrees south of the equator and has a tropical climate. The average temperature is about
26 degrees Celsius.
The island is predominately Hindu (the only island of its type in Indonesia which is
predominately Muslim), with groups of Muslims, Christians and Buddhists Bali is one of
Indonesia’s 33 provinces although it would sometimes like to pretend that it’s not.
Bali is approximately 153 kilometers wide and 112 kilometers from north to south. The
center of Bali is mountainous and the north has a significantly drier climate than the
southern part of the island. Buleleng is the driest regency and Tabanan, which includes
the mountains in the middle of the island, is the wettest. You might want to remember this
if you are looking for a relatively dry place to set up your new home. The two tallest
mountains in Bali are Mount Agung, sacred to Hindus, and Mount Batur; both have
active volcanoes.
Bali is surrounded by coral reefs, but
many of them are dead due to
excessive use, global warming,
dynamiting and other factors. There
are a number of projects currently
underway to revive the reefs. The
waters surrounding Bali are warm
and perfect for swimming. Surfing is
a popular sport with foreigners and
Balinese alike in the south and west
of the island. Although, Bali has been
overfished, fishing is still an
important means of livelihood around
the island.
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Tourism is the main economic engine of Bali replacing agriculture in terms of production,
although agriculture still provides more jobs than tourism. The south of Bali and the
Ubud area are the two major points of tourism; other tourist areas are Candidasa and
Amed in the southeast, Bedugal in the central mountains, and Lovina in the north.
The largest city on the island is Denpasar in the south; the second largest is Singaraja in
the north. Denpasar is crowded, polluted, and hot, but it does have just about anything
you need to have in Bali. If you live in another part of the island, the odds are that you
will be visiting the Denpasar area on a fairly regular basis. The traffic down south is
atrocious, however, so be prepared for a long day if you live in the north of the island and
need to drive down to Denpasar to shop.

A Bit of History
I don’t know about you, but I like to know the history of the place that I call home. It
could be the teacher or the anthropologist in me, but I really like the sense of being
grounded somewhere that knowledge of the local history gives me. If you’re not a history
buff, you can skip this section, but I guarantee you that eventually you are going to be in
the company of expats and they will start discussing the history of Bali. If you are
clueless, they’ll immediately peg you as a newbie, hopelessly colonial, or just plain
stupid.
The Javanese Hindus under the leadership of King Airlangga began to make inroads into
Bali sometime early in the 11 th century. But at this stage Bali was still independent. By
the 1284 Bali was conquered by King Kertanagara of the Singasari dynasty in Java.
However, he was murdered not long after and Bali regained its independence. Some years
later, the Majapahit dynasty under Gajah Mada, the legendary minister of the dynasty ,
took control of Bali once again by defeating King Dalem Bedaulu at what is present day
Ubud.
By the 14th century the capital of Bali was located in Gelgel. This kingdom ruled Bali for
several hundred years. It was so powerful that it moved into western Lombok and took
power there are well.
As Islam entered Indonesia, the Majapahit dynasty collapsed and many of the upper
classes fled to Bali along with priests and artists. This process was essentially completed
by 1478.
It seems that the first Westerners to enter Bali were the Dutch sometime around 1597. By
1846, the Dutch took advantage of the competing kingdoms in Bali to move in and seize
control of the island. They did this first in the north and took control of the regency of
Buleleng by 1849. They didn’t complete their conquest of Bali until 1906 when the
famous puputan took place in Denpasar.
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The Dutch ruled the island (along with most of Indonesia) until World War II when the
Japanese invaded and took control. By most accounts the Japanese ruled the island
harshly and many Balinese covertly worked to undermine the Japanese.
With the end of the war, the Dutch returned to establish their control over Indonesia and
Bali. By 1949, the Indonesian independence forces had forced the Dutch out and the
Republic of Indonesia was formed.
OK, there’s the general overview. Now let’s get current.

Culture Change and Shock
Some expatriates consider Bali paradise and, as they might say, thank the gods every day
for their good fortune of being able to live here. Others arrive with high hopes, ambitious
plans, dreams of palm trees, blue surf, and friendly Balinese, and then become frustrated
with the cultural differences and end up leaving lighter in the wallet and heavier in the
heart.
Tell the newcomer who is in the Honeymoon Phase of culture shock and goes on and on
about the beauty of the country, the vibrancy of the culture, the gorgeous sunsets, the
warmth of the people that they are going through culture shock, and they will tell you to
quit being so negative. Not long after the Honeymoon Phase, you’ll find these folks in the
expat deli or Carrefour looking for comfort items from back home. They’ll be
complaining about their household help and all of the ceremonies that they have to
attend; they’ll dread the traffic jams in Kuta; they’ll trade stories about former expats
who left after being cheated by a local; they’ll be hanging out with other expats who
speak their language and share their beliefs; they’ll be having their first beer before 10
AM. However, the hardy expat will persevere and make the negotiations necessary to
survive, and then they’ll get on with their life. The rest will join the long list of former
expats who just couldn’t adjust.
For people who can adapt to the significant cultural differences, occasional confusing
dealings with the Indonesian bureaucracy, lunatic drivers, the lack of a reliable
infrastructure, and increasing pollution (depending on where in Bali you decide to live),
Bali offers a truly unique culture with delightful surprises daily. There are lovely beaches
(but certainly not the best in Indonesia or Southeast Asia), unique cultural experiences, a
warm and pleasant climate, a resident expatriate community, a language that can be
learned relatively easily, and, of course, the Balinese people.
The key source of problems for potential expats in Bali is the lack of preparation and
resulting unrealistic expectations of what life will be like there. If you want to be
successful in your move, be prepared. So what are some of the key areas of culture
change and culture shock that you will experience living in Bali?
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Traffic
Traffic in Bali is horrendous. The roads in the south are overcrowded and the
Denpasar/Kuta area has reached the point of gridlock during the peak tourist season. You
can make a mile faster by walking than you can by car. Balinese drivers generally ignore
traffic rules that Westerners take for granted like stopping at stop signs, signaling before
turning, not tailgating, and looking both ways before entering the road. Traffic is one of
the main complaints of expats living in Bali, and over 50 tourists a year are killed in road
accidents in Bali. If you intend on driving in Bali, you will need to develop the patience
of a saint. Nonetheless, I generally drive myself unless I’m going down to the southern
area, and then I always have a brother-in-law drive me down there because I’m not that
much of a saint.
There always
seems to be
roadwork going on
around the island
and this slows
traffic down
considerably. The
main road from
Denpasar to
Singaraja runs
through the middle
of the island up
through Bedugal
over the
mountains. The
road is narrow and
heavily used by
tourist buses
during the tourist season. If you get behind a few of these, your trip from one side of the
island to the other can take forever. Tourist buses are a great source of danger because
vehicles suddenly pop out from behind them in order to pass these slow moving
behemoths thus endangering your life by driving on your side of the road in order to
speed up their journey.
Police regularly carry out an operation that is locally called rahasia. This is a spot check
of motorcyclists’ documents like vehicle registration and driver’s license. Many Balinese
drive without a license and/or vehicle registration. Police will either fine them on the spot
or confiscate their bike. If you plan on driving, make sure that you have your documents
with you. There are expats who consider it easier to drive without documents and just pay
the policeman on the spot. I consider this to be fairly arrogant behavior, as most of us
would expect immigrants in our home country to follow the rules of their adopted
country. Do everybody a favor and be legal.
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Personal Space
Balinese have a much different concept of personal space than most Westerners do. The
idea of wanting time to be alone is foreign to the Balinese, and Balinese will find you
quite amusing if you insist on spending too much time by yourself. Standing in a queue
means having people stand as close to you as possible often pressed right up against you.
Children will pester you at times for information about your name, or just to say Hello
Meester. Smile and exchange banter. You may meet some interesting people that way. Get
used to being packed like a sardine in public ceremonies. Get used to people staring at
you, although this doesn’t happen as much in Bali as it does in the provinces where there
aren’t many foreigners. You’re not going to change the Balinese, so you better get started
on changing yourself.
If you’re a woman, you may be the subject of some unwanted attentions. While Bali is
generally very safe for unaccompanied females, times have changed from the past and
there are some disreputable men wandering around the island, both locals and expats,
looking to prey on whoever seems easiest. Be sensible and you shouldn’t have problems.
Here’s an example of an incident that happened not too long ago up in Lovina.
A rather lovely young lady was sunbathing on the beach one morning. A number of
young local guys were hanging around with nothing much to do and were enjoying
watching her and making a few comments among themselves about her special beauty.
Suddenly she sat up and removed her bikini top and proceeded to tan the front side of her
body. The boys suddenly became a bit bolder and approached her to start up a
conversation (and mostly to gaze at her breasts which they did without much subtlety).
She angrily told them to leave her alone which, of course, just made what they were
doing that much more fun. After a few minutes of her shouting and the boys laughing she
stormed up off the beach and headed back to her hotel room. As she passed me (I was
sitting in the restaurant with a few friends having a few beers), she angrily demanded to
know why I didn’t help her. When I commented that the boys were just responding to
what they saw as inviting behavior and that their behavior was restricted to staring, she
replied that she had the right to go topless if she wanted to and where she wanted to.
Well, she missed the point about blending in with the local culture and respecting it. If
you want to be left to yourself, it pays to be as inconspicuous as possible.
If you have children, they are almost certain to have their personal space violated.
Balinese and Indonesians love to touch foreign children, especially blonde ones.
Sometimes this is just a pat, but at other times it includes the pinch on the cheek which is
very popular in Bali. This may frighten small children; older ones may get rather
defensive and hostile. There is really very little that you can do about this – it isn’t meant
to be harmful. I’ve found the best thing to do is politely ask the people bothering your
child not to touch them because the child doesn’t like being touched. Some folks will
understand this, others won’t. Getting hostile should be a last resort, but it will work in
this instance. If you are new to the island, you should discuss this issue with your child if
they are old enough to understand differences in cultural behavior.
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Island Fever
Living on an island is not always the easiest thing to do. At first glance, people tend to
believe that island life is just another venue for living. The reality, however, tends to be
much different. Bali is a very small island with a high population density, and many of
my expatriate friends develop Island Fever at some point during their stay.
What is Island Fever? Island Fever is the condition where a person feels trapped within a
close-knit world that grows increasingly smaller each day. Island life is very much like
rural living anywhere else in the world. Everyone knows your business, and once you
have set up a public persona, it’s difficult to change. Balinese put a lot of emphasis on
how they present themselves in public; you should as well. You’re an expat and you’re
going to be talked about a lot, so make sure that it’s in a good way.
If you have Island Fever and watch television, you’ll being gazing longingly at travel
shows about Singapore. Bangkok or India; you might develop a strong desire to return
“home” for a while. Food cravings are common – mine are Chicago hotdogs and fresh
milk. You’ll find yourself looking up old friends and lovers on the Internet. That dumpy
apartment that you had in Chicago will seem like a palace. Relax and go with the flow.
Living on an island means that getting off of it can be quite expensive, especially if you
want to return to your Western roots for a visit. Even a short visit to the nearby city of
Singapore can end up costing over a thousand dollars for just a few days visit. No more
visiting friends and relatives in other cities in the US where you can cut costs by driving
and using the spare bedroom.
If you plan on living in Bali for a long period of time, you might want to budget in a visit
to Singapore or Kuala Lumpur each year as a remedy for Island Fever. If this is not
feasible, take some trips around the country just to get away from Bali for a few days.
You’ll feel better for it.
The Great Economic Divide
You’re a nice person who is moving to Bali to experience the culture and the people. You
want to make friends with the Balinese and hang out and learn what Bali is really about.
A major discontinuity that you will most likely continually be confronted with is what I
call The Great Economic Divide. The Divide is the difference in the amount of money
that is going to be at your disposal and the amount that is going to be at your newfound
friends’ disposal (unless you only meet the very wealthy). Even if you are living on a
fairly modest pension or budget, you will most likely have much more money than most
of your friends.
For instance, we are living on a relatively fixed income of about $2,000 per month. Right
now that translates into about Rp. 18,000,000 per month. Now consider that my teacher
friends make about Rp. 2,000,000 per month and usually have families that they have to
feed on that. So, I’m making 9 times their salary per month. Do a little more translating
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and if I was back in the States, this would be equivalent of me hanging out with friends
who were making $18,000 per month. The Divide is fairly evident.
The Great Economic Divide will be a reality that will be brought up fairly often to you,
even by the best of your friends and your closest family members if you are married to a
local. There’s really no way of getting around this – I’ve tried for years. You can explain
how little you actually have if you need to return “home” for some reason, but that won’t
negate the fact that you are here now and you do have some money.
Balinese are not shy about asking how much money you have. For instance, my brotherin-law regularly asks me how much my pension is even though I’ve told him dozens of
times. If I go shopping with a friend and comment on how expensive something is, he’ll
remark that it is for a Balinese but not for a foreigner. This doesn’t mean that you won’t
be accepted, but it does mean that your income is going to be a regular topic of
conversation. You’ll need to get used to this.
I know foreigners here who try to get around this by not mixing with their neighbors
unless they are very wealthy. That’s an extreme response, but sadly seen far too often. If
you want to isolate yourself in your house, what’s the point of moving to Bali?
Americans are very circumspect about discussing money which they see as a personal
matter, but in Indonesia this is an accepted source of local conversation. I sometimes try
to deflect the issue by saying that in my culture, it’s not considered polite to discuss the
amount of money that a person has. Sometimes that works, usually it doesn’t. Generally, I
just lie and cut my income in half which is still quite a bit by Indonesian standards.
When you go out with friends, it will often be assumed that you will be picking up the
tab. Can you get around this? You can be forceful and put your share on the table. This
will generally make the point, but you’re likely to develop a reputation as a cheapskate.
My response to all this is to rarely go out with large groups; when I do I’m prepared to
pay if it looks like that is going to be expected. Sorry to say, but I’ve never really found a
way to get around the Divide gracefully while still being a part of the community.
Personal Relationships
Whether you marry a Balinese or an Indonesian, or just have a lot of local friends, you
will eventually run into the issue of trust and honesty. This topic is fairly controversial
between expats, but it is one that you will end up having to deal with eventually unless
you isolate yourself within the walls of an all-expat peer group.
Most Westerners have in their belief system the idea that “honesty” is an absolute value;
you’re either honest or you’re not. Honesty is telling things “as they are.” This belief does
not necessarily correspond with the belief systems of Balinese and other Indonesians.
Honesty (as we define it) often is of secondary value to other social and personal needs
such as non-confrontation, keeping balance in relationships, maintaining social status,
saving face, or supporting the family. Thus, in this view truth has a relative, rather than an
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absolute value. That is, someone can tell you that they are being honest and believe it
within the ethos of their worldview, even though an expat might say that they are being
disingenuous.
An example of this would be an employee telling you what they think that you will want
to hear rather than what is actually the “truth.” You may eventually learn the truth, but the
key thing is that relations are harmonious for now. You will run into this even in relations
with your spouse. It’s in the interest of harmony in their view, and try as you might, it is
not likely that you are going to change the way that they think. As I said before, this is a
fairly controversial topic, and Indonesians who have made the switch to adopting a
Western ethos will deny what I’ve said.
Indonesians and Balinese consider
family ties to be of prime
importance, and they will often
give assistance to family members
even if it appears to be opposed to
their best interest or yours. An
example of this is the expat who
built a house that he considered to
be too large for his needs because
his wife asked him to. After the
house was finished, he found out
that the house was just large
enough for the family members
that his wife moved in. He is now
living back in the UK with his wife; his in-laws continue to occupy his house.
Losing your temper will only amuse, embarrass or irritate your friends. Indonesians are
taught from birth to be polite and patient (of course, you will see many times when they
forget this rule, but generally this is how they are supposed to act) and they will expect
you to do the same. The worse mistake you can make when having a problem with a
government official is to lose your temper. You will regret it forever. Even if you are sure
that you are right, grin and bear it. Balinese will smile even if the situation doesn’t call
for it according to the expat worldview. Once again, you will do best by adapting to local
conditions.
Another cultural characteristic that you will encounter is the relationship with time. This
is often manifested in not planning for the future, or more directly said, not thinking
ahead or working out the consequences of an action. You will often receive an invitation
for an important event the day before it’s to occur.
How can they do this? Don’t they know that I have a lot of things to do, and I plan them
all in advance, the expat says with great exasperation? I’ve heard this complaint
innumerable times from expats. Again, this is something that if you want to change, you
will need to do patiently and respectfully. If you really need to work things out as far in
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advance as possible, do it yourself. If you are not able to make an important event
because of a lack of notice, politely send your regrets and explain that you have
something else that you are already committed to.
Westerners value independence, self-reliance and individual initiative. Balinese value
social harmony, group cooperation, and fitting in. If a Balinese or an Indonesian takes a
risk and tries something completely “out of the box” as we might say, they take the
chance of sticking out and being embarrassed by their efforts.
An example is a co-worker of mine who was quite competent in doing her job. But, she
only did what I, as her superior at work, defined as the task. If she completed the task, she
would sit around and wait for me to tell her what to do next, rather than asking or even
more, figuring out what needed to be done and doing it.
Climate
Guess what? Bali is located in the tropics. That seems pretty obvious, but I’m continually
amazed by new expats who move here and then complain constantly about the heat and
humidity. Isn’t the warm weather one of the reasons that most of us moved here in the
first place? Bali has two seasons: the dry season running from around March through
October, and the wet season running from November through February.
Ask any expat who has been on Bali for at least ten years, and they’ll tell you that the
weather is changing. The rainy season is more intense and the dry season hotter than in
previous years. Nonetheless, the climate is quite lovely with temperatures ranging
generally from the mid-70s to the low-90s. You will find regional differences. The east
and north coasts tend to be drier than the south and central areas.
If you decide to move up into the mountains that divide North Bali from South Bali, it
gets chilly and rains more frequently than other areas of Bali. If regular cloud cover
depresses you like it does me, probably better to pick another area to live.
What about effects of the climate on you? If you’re not used to living under the tropical
sun, you’d better get used to it quickly. Australians are already aware of what the sun can
do to the skin in terms of aging and cancer. You should make sure that you buy a good
sun block (which you can now purchase in Bali) and use it even if you plan on being
outdoors for even a short period of time. I once sat in a car with my arm out the window
for the two-hour drive down South; by the time I made it to the airport, I had a monster
sunburn.
If you live by the sea, salt air is very corrosive to electronics as well as all the metals
inside your house. We go through computers fairly quickly because of the salt air where
we live. Some expats who live by the ocean build a computer room that is closed and airconditioned. One of the things I love about living by the ocean is working on my
computer while listening to the waves gently caressing the shore. I give up a bit of safety
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for my computers in order to enjoy the setting in which I live. You’ll need to be aware of
your options and make a choice on what you want.
Damp tropical air can also play havoc with your books and photographs. You need to
watch for mold on these things and clean them regularly if you are not going to place
them in a protected room. I now scan and digitize all important documents and
photographs and place the DVDs in my safe.

Pets
For some reason I get a lot of emails from folks who want to know about bringing their
dog here. Having a couple of dogs, I know how strongly folks get attached to them.
Because of the rabies epidemic, the local government does not allow people to import
dogs. Some expats have figured ways around this, but this comes with the risk of being
caught in the act and having your dog destroyed. Bali has many dogs and the famous
Kintamani breed are fine dogs. Do yourself and your pet a favor and leave them back
home. If you are so attached to your animal that you can't do this, stay at home until they
pass away.
As the expat population of Bali has grown over the years, many pet shops have opened
that sell foreign breed dogs. We bought a German Shepherd years ago for about
2,500,000. My Indonesian family thought that I was slightly off my head for spending so
much for a dog, but we bought it for security and because I’ve had Shepherds before and
know that they’re great with kids.
But pets in Bali aren’t just dogs. Expats have all sorts of exotic creatures that they aren’t
allowed to have in their home countries – so you see expats with monkeys, pythons, all
sorts of birds, cats, mice, rabbits, hamsters, gerbils, fish, musangs, horses, goats, pigs,
chickens, ducks, geese, and cows. And I’m sure there are more that I haven’t come across
yet. Bali has a lot of vets so you can be assured of getting your precious the care that they
need.
There are many exotic animals in Indonesia; a lot of them end up in Bali because of the
large number of expats and tourists. While they may seem cool to have as a pet, their care
can be time-consuming and costly, not to mention that many of the species that you may
find for sale are actually protected by Indonesian law – one that is, unfortunately, rarely
enforced. Please do not buy orangutans. They are adorable creatures when they are small,
but they are very strong and can be quite ill-tempered when they become adults.

Language
The Indonesian national language is Bahasa Indonesia. This language developed from
Malay and is used by most people around the country. You will find elderly people in
remote areas who still speak only the local language, but if you can communicate in
Indonesian, you can get around anywhere in the country.
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Indonesian is a relatively easy language to learn – at least the basics; doubling the noun
such as anak-anak for children from anak for one child forms plurals. There are many
language books for the expat, as well as a number of websites. Indonesians love expats
who try to speak the local language and will go to great lengths to help you develop your
language skills. However, I know expats who have been living in Indonesia for many
years and barely speak the language; this is a mistake as you miss much of the beauty of
the culture, and leave yourself open to many misunderstandings in your dealings with
Balinese and other Indonesians. While more Balinese are learning English (and
Japanese), you will be at a significant disadvantage if you can’t understand what people
are saying. Just think of how you would feel about an Indonesian who spent ten years in
America and never learned English.
People in Bali use Indonesian and Bahasa Bali – the local language. Balinese has at least
three levels (some sources say that there are five levels) that depend on the relationship
between the speaker and the person spoken to. Low Balinese is used when addressing
someone of a lower social status; Middle Balinese is used when addressing equals; and
High Balinese is used when addressing superiors. This structure is based on the caste
system that is part of Balinese Hinduism although the caste system is less rigidly adhered
to than in the past, and many young Balinese would be hard pressed to speak proper High
Balinese.
Here are a few Indonesian words and phrases to get you started on your new life in Bali.
Selamat pagi – good morning
Selamat siang – good afternoon: generally used for the hours from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Selamat sore – good afternoon: generally used from 2:00 pm until 6:00 pm.
Selamat malam – good evening
Terima kasih – thank you
Saya – me or I (there are several other words for me or I, but saya will do fine)
Anda – you (there are a number of other words for you, but anda will do you fine)
Mereka – they
Kami – we (not including the person being spoken to)
Kita – we (including the person being spoken to)
Dia – he or she (gender is determined by context)
Mau – want
Makan – eat
Makanan – food
Tidur – sleep
Sakit – sick
Pergi – to go
Beli – to buy
Mahal – expensive
Murah – cheap or inexpensive
Ini – this
Itu – that
Saya mau beli ini – I want to buy this
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Saya mau makan – I want to eat
Saya mau pergi – I want to go
Pulang – to go home
Saya mau pulang – I want to go home
Rumah – house
Hotel – hotel
Minum – to drink
Minuman – a drink
Air – water
Saya mau minum air– I want to drink water
Bagus – good (like that thing is good)
Baik – good or ok (like he is a good person)
Betul - correct
Laki - man
Perempuan – woman (there are other terms as well, but everyone will understand this)
Belum – not yet
Tidak - no
Kamar - room
Saya mau sewa kamar yang murah – I want to rent a cheap room
Berapa – how much, how many
Apa kabar – How are things?
Cewek – girl
Cowok – boy
Anak - child
Anak-anak –children
Dengan - with
Kamar mandi - bathroom
Now let’s try to put a few words together from the list. I’ll take the words for they, want,
and eat. I come up with the sentence – mereka mau makan. I want to eat. Word order is
flexible in Indonesian and often depends on the emphasis that the speaker wants, but you
can just generally go with the English subject-verb-object construction and you’ll be fine.
You should also know that the adjective comes after the noun, so that if I want to say “my
dog”, I would say anjing saya with anjing meaning dog and saya meaning my. If I said
saya anjing, what I would be saying is “I am a dog.” Get the point?
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Employees
Household help can be an amazingly intense topic of conversation for many expats Issues
range from the cleanliness of maids to the need for even having household help.
However, most expatriates have at least one Balinese employee, a pembantu (maid);
many also have a supir (driver) and a tukang kebun (gardener) as well. The cost of
household help is quite reasonable. You can expect to pay between $40 to $125 a month
for each person along with meals during their working hours. Many employers
supplement their staff’s pay with contributions to their children’s education, gifts for
ceremonies, and help with medical expenses.
Some pembantus live-in (generally those who come from another island), while others
live in their own house in the village. Dealing with household help can be an excellent
way to learn about the culture of the island. If you have help from islands other than Bali,
this is a great way to find out about the rest of the country. However, you should know
that sometimes household help can seem to be more trouble than you really want.
One of the major complaints about life in Bali from expats is about their household help.
Some expats will go through half a dozen pembantus in a year. Look for references.
Complaints usually come in the form of small items frequently missing, high phone bills,
boy friends showing up regularly and differences in standards of hygiene. Work all this
out before you hire a pembantu or other household help. You may be hiring a young man
or woman who has little formal education and comes from a rural village. The cultural
discontinuities between you and your help may be enormous. It’s better to be thorough
and frank from the beginning than have all these issues arise later.
Many expats will not be used to having household help. At first glance, they think great
this will give them some free time for other projects that they’re interested in, but it’s
important to learn how to deal with help in a calm, rational and consistent manner. Some
expats take on the dominant master role and continually monitor their help and frequently
take them to task for not completing a job in the manner prescribed. The dominant master
type may go as far as requiring that their help wear uniforms. (I have actually seen this.
Colonialism is alive and well in some corners of the expat world.) Being overly dominant
with your household staff can create unsaid, but deeply felt, resentments especially if you
make them feel malu (embarrassed) in front of your friends, family, or other members of
the household staff.
Other expats try to take the friend role. This is a difficult one to negotiate because in the
end you are the boss, you pay them and you expect to get something in return for that.
Indonesians are used to hierarchical structures; if you become too friendly and easygoing, you are likely to be taken advantage of eventually.
The ideal approach (in my experience) is to make clear your expectations and make sure
that they are carried out reasonably well without being overbearing or micromanaging
what your help are doing. You are the boss, and they will expect you to be. This doesn’t
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mean that you can’t be friendly; it just means that you need to be caring and open, but
firm and in charge. It’s not all that easy, but if you can manage, you’ll have a good
relationship with your help and you will have a smoothly running house.
Often pembantus spend a significant amount of time caring for small children.
Indonesians and expats have much different ideas about how to care for small children.
Indonesians will pamper your child madly and frequently give them sweets. Oh, that
means rotten teeth.
Be very clear and very firm about what you expect if your pembantu is in charge of your
children. Children love their pembantus and usually learn quite a bit of Indonesian from
them. Pembantus are a great way for your kids to learn about Indonesian culture, but I’ve
seen some lovely children become little tyrants in a short period of time.
If you hire a Balinese, remember that they will need to attend ceremonies quite
frequently. Get used to that before you hire them. If you hire a Muslim, there is the issue
of Ramadan, the fasting month. Almost all Muslims return to their villages at the end of
Ramadan to be with family. This generally means that they will be gone for about a week.
A gift of a month’s salary is a nice contribution to the cost of Ramadan for your help.
They will appreciate it. I know a number of expats who actually eat in hotels or
restaurants during this period just so they don’t have to do the cooking and cleaning by
themselves.
Expats often have a supir because of the crazy traffic in Bali. Drivers generally are more
expensive than pembantus and are almost always males. Again, check references closely.
Your driver will be expected to maintain your vehicle as well as drive it. Drivers
generally work 8 – 10 hours a day, although I have met a few expats who have their
drives working 15 hour days. Expect to pay somewhere around Rp. 800,000 per month
for a driver.
The last common household employee is a gardener or pool man. Look for someone
experienced. I’ve had great gardeners, and they have done wonderful things with our
gardens in Sumbawa. A gardener’s salary will run somewhere around a pembantu’s
salary.
Another issue to remember when hiring household help is the ethnic and age mix of your
staff. If you have more than one helper, it would be best to pick them from one religious
group. Indonesians can be incredibly ethnocentric and will often look down on people
from another island. Some expats hire their main staff person first, and then let him or her
find other people to work in the home. While this can help make for harmonious relations
among the staff, it can also work against you in that the person who does the hiring may
be receiving money from the other staff members in return for his/her having gotten them
the job in the first place.
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Medical Issues
While potential expatriates don’t like to think about such unpleasant things as ill health or
accidents, living in the tropics entails a certain amount of health hazards. During my
nineteen years in Indonesia, I have contracted typhoid, amoebic dysentery, and malaria.
Additionally, I’ve been in one semi-serious motorcycle accident, been stung by a
scorpion, had my son fall out of a tree and suffer a triple fracture of his arm requiring
surgery and the implant of three metal pins, and my mother and father in-laws had severe
heart attacks. Then, too, my wife has given birth to four children here, and she’s had all of
them except for the first one at the house of a local midwife.
If you take special medicines, you should check with an expat to see if they are available
here. If not, you should bring them with you. If you plan on traveling to Singapore or
Bangkok for medical treatment, you can get all the prescription drugs that you need there.
In Bangkok, you can often get what you need without a prescription. Just make sure that
you bring the packaging or the prescription with you.
Local Illnesses and Diseases
In addition to the usual maladies that we all suffer during our lifetimes, you will also
encounter poisonous insects, mosquito borne diseases, fungal issues due to the tropical
climate, typhoid and dysentery, and other illnesses common in the tropics.
First let’s take a look at regular illnesses. Balinese and Indonesians are prone to what the
Westerner would call hypochondria. They seem to be happiest when they have some
aliment that they can complain about. The most common complaint will be masuk angin.
Even though the Echols/Shadily dictionary defines it as catching a cold, it really is a
catch-all explanation for a variety of aliments. Literally it means an entering wind and
this definition is suitable as an explanation, but the results can range from headaches to
colds and flu to dizziness. Another common complaint will be pusing, or a headache
although this is often used to describe dizzy spells as well.
There are many other locally-based common illnesses. Don’t worry, you’ll hear them all.
But what about some of the more serious ones? Diarrhea is a common problem and can
be quite debilitating for adults in the tropics and dangerous for children. Expats call it
Bali Belly and generally you get over it in a few days. If it lasts longer than that you need
to see a doctor. Drink plenty, and I can’t emphasize this enough, plenty of fluids. There
are local over the counter medicines for diarrhea that you can get at any pharmacy or
supermarket. Generally they work quite well. I usually mix these with tea and dry toast.
Oralit is a local rehydrating mix that works quite well.
I’ve had typhoid twice in the past nineteen years. The last time that I had typhoid, I was
mildly ill for a week before I saw a doctor. By that time, I needed to be hospitalized for a
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few days. Typhoid is not pleasant but is easily treatable. You can get typhoid from
contaminated food or drinks or contact with feces or urine.
Amoebic dysentery is another illness that I’ve been unfortunate enough to succumb to.
This results from a parasite that you can pick up from contaminated food or water. If you
feel sluggish, have diarrhea, feel abdominal pain, have bloody stools or a high fever, you
should consult a doctor.
Malaria or dengue fever comes from mosquitoes, and Bali has a lot of those. The good
news is that malaria is not present in Bali, the bad news is that dengue fever is. I
personally don’t know anyone who has ended up with dengue, but you can find it all over
Indonesia. You can help prevent getting this by not having standing water around your
house for the mosquito larvae to develop in. If you think that you have dengue fever, you
should see a doctor immediately.
Critters
Indonesia has all sorts of poisonous critters around. Most of the ones that you find in Bali
won’t kill you if you get your bite treated promptly, but the results of the bite can be
extremely unpleasant. Two of the most common pests that you might find around your
house are scorpions and centipedes. A scorpion sting hurts like hell, but it is not life
threatening even though most of us have that impression from film lore. When a scorpion
stung me, my wife poured fresh urine on my foot. It still hurt, but not as much (or so says
my wife) as it would have had she not treated it. Centipedes’ stings are a bit nastier, but
still not life-threatening. There are poisonous snakes around Bali, and if you live out in
the sawah, watch where you put your hands and feet. Most snakes in Indonesia are very
shy of humans and only attack when threatened. A snake bit a friend of mine while she
was out in the rice paddies working one day. Her arm swelled up like a balloon very
rapidly. We rushed her to the doctor where she received a shot. She was back at work two
days later.
If you spend a lot of time in the ocean, your main concern should be stonefish. They are
poisonous, and they are very hard to see. I’ve captured several right off the shoreline.
They are not deadly, but if you step on one, you should seek medical attention. The same
can be said for stingrays. They will often be found close to shore in quiet beach areas.
Remember Steve?
While not poisonous, the critters that give me the biggest problem are the fire ants. They
are small and red and their bite hurts. I react badly to them as well so I swell up after a
few bites. Watch where you sit if you are out on the beach or in the woods. OK, enough
for illnesses and critters; let’s see where to go if you really need some medical care.

Local Hospitals and Clinics
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So what about medical facilities? I have an old tourist guide from the mid-1980s, which
states that there are no x-ray machines on Bali. Fortunately, today medical facilities in
Bali are much more developed than they were 19 years ago.
There are local hospitals equipped to deal with most basic emergencies and illnesses.
Some hospitals like Kasih Ibu in Denpasar are equipped for procedures that are more
complicated. My son’s operation for his triple fracture was done at Kasih Ibu and, while
expensive, the work was excellent as was the post-operative treatment. However, I went
in for a relatively simple surgery on my ankle, and they botched the first operation that
required me to go back for a second.
Kasih Ibu – This hospital has been around since 1987. It is located in Denpasar on Jalan
Imam Bonjol. It was originally established as a maternity hospital for Balinese women. In
1997 the hospital extended its care to general medical services, and then in 2007 opened
its International Services Division which serves both tourists and expats. The website for
Kasih Ibu mentions an International Wing with its own emergency room, laboratory,
intensive care unit, MRI and suite of rooms for foreigners. While I was initially pleased
with my service here, after my dual operations, I was less than impressed as was my
expat doctor in Sumbawa who told me that she would never send another patient there.
But, to be fair, I know other expats who swear by Kasih Ibu, so I guess it all depends on
your experience much like anywhere else in the world.
Surya Husadha General Hospital – This hospital is located in Denpasar and has an
international wing with a good website that explains how it can serve the expat
community. They have many clinics that include: dental, psychiatric, surgical, pediatrics,
neurology, radiology, ophthalmology, dermatology, oby-gyn. They have a staff that
speaks English and their rooms sound great. They do the big health checkups that we
older expats need every year. The one thing that I wasn’t able to find was any information
about prices.
The south of Bali has international clinics like International SOS and the Bali
International Medical Center (BIMC). For life-threatening illnesses, many expatriates fly
to Singapore that is only a two-hour flight away. Medical insurance can be purchased
which covers evacuation if necessary.
Bali International Medical Centre, is an important site if you are living on the island of
Bali and are worried about health issues. They have membership information, health tips,
medical archives, and an ask the doctor section. Worth checking out to see if this is for
you.
Dental facilities in the south of Bali are quite acceptable, and a number of my students
have had braces done in Bali. There are several dentists in Bali now that cater to an expat
clientele and have the latest equipment. While their prices are high for Indonesians – Rp.
4,500,000 for a root canal – they are quite reasonable compared to prices back in the
States or Australia. Dr. Rudy is a very popular dentist with expats and tourists. He is
located in Kuta. He is Western-trained and you can find out about his clinic on his
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website. Dr. Sucipto in Denpasar is another popular dentist with expats. His website is
currently down. I know many people who have used both dentists and they swear by their
work. I’ve used Dr. Sucipto several times and found him expensive, but the work
acceptable.
Many tourists buy prescription glasses when they come to Bali. There are many reputable
optometrists in the south of Bali who will examine your vision and provide you with
glasses. They are considerably cheaper than purchasing them back home.
International Hospitals and Clinics
Despite the developing health care industry in Bali, some expatriates prefer to fly to
Singapore or Bangkok for medical or dental treatment. Bangkok, in fact, has several
outstanding hospitals that expatriates from all over the world use for yearly check-ups.
Singapore is a favorite for Chinese-Indonesians. Even my Indonesian-Chinese friends
with relatively small businesses will go to Singapore for major medical treatment rather
than use the facilities in Bali or Jakarta. Here are some of the main places for health care
in the region.
Bangkok International Hospital is the international wing of Bangkok Hospital. I’ve never
used this hospital, but I have heard from friends that it is quite good and less expensive
than Bumrungrad. BIH has Western-trained doctors and high tech facilities. It is one of
the players in the medical tourist industry that is developing in Asia. It offers a variety of
services for expat patients including translators in 26 languages, repatriation and pick-up
at the airport. The website is very informative – a complete check-up for a male over 46
will cost about 13,000 Baht and around 18,000 Baht for a female.
Bumrungrad International Hospital, is the website for the highly praised hospital in
Bangkok. Bumrungrad offers a variety of services for the expat and is widely used by
expats living in Asia. The website offers information on packages and pricing, as well as
the facilities for making online appointments including finding the doctor who will best
serve your needs. I was at this hospital for a comprehensive checkup a month ago, and it
was a fascinating experience: very professional if a bit assembly line in approach. I'm
going to try a local hospital in Singaraja next year and see what the comparison is like.
Gleneagles Hospital, is a hospital in Singapore that is used by expats in Southeast Asia,
as well as wealthy Indonesians. A friend recently paid 200 million Rupiah for an
operation for her mother. She said that she had to do this as the health care in Indonesia
was too incompetent to risk having them operate on her mother.
Pacific Healthcare, is another health provider in Singapore, with branches in Hong Kong,
China, and India. They have this to say about themselves: Pacific Healthcare is an
integrated healthcare provider offering a comprehensive range of healthcare services;
encompassing specialist medical care, general practice medicine, dentistry, health
screening, wellness services, as well as the operation of nursing homes, day surgery
centres and a psychiatric hospital. Its integrated network of healthcare services allows
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patients to be treated in a multi-disciplinary manner within our Group. Pacific
Healthcare aims to be the premier healthcare group in both Singapore and Asia,
renowned for our Care, Compassion and Medical Excellence. Through a team of more
than 100 dedicated medical professionals and a wide network of clinics and facilities, it
focuses on the total health and well-being of our patients. Our core competencies include
the fields of cosmetic surgery and aesthetic medicine, obstetrics & gynecology,
cardiology and implant & aesthetic dentistry.
Raffles Hospital, is a popular hospital for expats in Asia, as well as wealthy Indonesians.
One of my friends who was there recently for an operation says it's outstanding although
it seems to charge substantially more than Bumrungrad in Bangkok for similar
procedures.
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Communications
Snail Mail
Mail facilities are generally quite acceptable. I receive regular mail from the United
States and it takes about two weeks to arrive from the US. I regularly order books from
Amazon and they always make it to my house. Expats routinely ship things back home
for friends, family, and business. It’s really quite easy.
The use of the post office and worldwide shipping companies like DHL is a source of
some anxiety to potential expats who plan on either receiving goods from their home
country or shipping things to their home country. I’ve never had a problem with this
although I have heard of expats who have. Overall, I would say that you are safe using
either the post office or one of the commercial shipping companies for your shipping
needs.
Internet: Can you get internet access in Bali?
Yes, there are a number of ISPs in Bali if you want Internet access at home. Generally,
telephone lines in Bali are of poor quality and do not transmit data quickly. Internet
access is relatively expensive. The heavily touristed area of the south has the most to
offer in terms of high speed Internet. Ubud, because of its large and influential expat
community also offers good internet connections. The north of Bali, however, is not a
good place to plan on doing a lot of internet work where you need high-speed access
unless you are a tech head and can set up your own satellite system, or have the money to
pay someone to come in and do it for you.
Some Internet Service Providers are: Wasantaranet, Indosatnet, Meganet, Blueline,
GlobalXtreme and Indointernet. Internet access is best in the south of Bali as you can get
Broadband and all of the ISPs are located in the south of Bali. Additionally, there are
many internet cafes around the island.
GlobalXtreme is an Indonesian ISP and offers wireless services in Bali within a limited
area. Connections of up to 384Kbps. Setup is Rp. 2,500,000 and prices vary after that
based on the amount of hours and the speed of your connection.
Blueline offers Broadband. It’s SOHO service is for Small Office/Home Office
customers. The download speed is 512 kbps and the upload is 256 kbps. Cost is based on
period and time of use. It is not calculated per minute or per hour like with a dial-up
connection. You do not need a phone line to use this service. However, you will need 2.4
GHz equipment to use Blueline’s service. You can buy this from them and they will
install it for 2.9 million Rupiah. Blueline estimates that the average user will use 800MB
per month. If you use their lite service, you will pay 1,500 Rupiah per MB during the day
hours. However, if you want to cut your bill substantially, you can work at night from
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22:00 until 8:00 for 300 Rupiah per MB. There is no subscription fee with the lite service.
You can opt for the regular SOHO service and pay a Rp.250,000 monthly subscription
fee. With this, you get a lower cost per MB. Working during the day, your price drops to
Rp. 1,000 per MB, and Rp. 200 per MB during the night hours.
To use this service, you buy a voucher for 500,000 or 1 million Rupiah. Your cost is
deducted from the voucher until it is finished. You then need to purchase another one.
You can keep track of your account online. This is similar to the set-up that I had during
my years in Pakistan.
The connection here is through a fixed wireless device. You can download a free tool to
calculate your daily or monthly usage. The coverage area includes Denpasar, Kuta,
Seminyak, Sanur, Legian, Kerobokan, Canggu, Ubud, Candidasa, Oberoi, Nusa Dua,
Jimbaran, Bukit, Mengwi, Tabanan and Lembongan Island.
Indosat is one of the major ISPs in Indonesia. It offers a wide variety of plans depending
on your location in Indonesia. The website is in Indonesian and English. We use the dialup plan at our house in Singaraja. With the dial up plan, you get 56Kbps on an ordinary
landline telephone. You get a mailbox with up to 100Mbyte storage, a user ID, and
PowerSurf Software and IM2 Dialer Software. You can sign up for a package rate like we
have where we have 71 hours of internet access for Rp. 180,000. You should note that if
you have to pay the national dial-up number, your phone bill will be quite high.
Among the plans that it offers are:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Internet Dial Up (you can use a national number if you don’t have a local branch)
Internet Dedicated
Internet Cable
Internet Hotspot
Internet Prepaid
Internet Instant
Internet Via StarOne
Internet Mobile Via Fren
Internet Broadband 3.5G
Internet Broadband Prabayar 3.5G
Blitz (Broadband Satellite)
IM2 Broadband POP & Metro Internet

Spice Broadband
This company has been operating in the Singaraja area for two years. They offer a variety
of plans for what they call broadband. They install a small receiver in your house and
connect to your computer with an Ethernet cable. The installation of the receiver is 2.5
million Rupiah, and monthly packages begin at Rp. 500,000 for 64 kbps. I use this
service now, and I’ve found that Spice has fairly frequent interruptions of service and that
64 kbps is not enough to upload files of more than 1 MB. The next step up is 128 kbps
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with a cost of Rp. 1,000,000 per month plus 10% tax. I may try the upgrade in the future.
Despite some connectivity problems, Spice appears to be the best option available in the
Singaraja area at the time.
Television: What types of television are available?
While Bali doesn’t have cable TV, it does have several subscription satellite companies.
Indovision, the largest, receives approximately 40 channels. Subscription for 40 channels
is approximately Rp. 300,000 per month and you can pay by the month or by the year.
Usually if you pay by the year, you get one month free.
You can buy inexpensive televisions in Bali, as well as the more expensive large models.
We recently purchased a 43-inch television for approximately Rp. 11,000,000. It is quite
easy to find the LCD models now anywhere in Bali for prices that range from
Rp.7,000,000 and up depending on the model and features for a 32 inch screen.
When I first moved to Indonesia, I could watch the government channel which broadcast
propaganda for the Suharto regime. It was incredibly boring with lots of talk about
development and what a great job the government was doing. A few Western and Chinese
movies were stuffed in between the propaganda. Shortly afterward I arrived here in 1989,
private stations started to pop up with advertising, but you needed to get an antenna if
you wanted to receive most of the stations available. Then came the large satellite dishes
which we have at our houses in Bali and Sumbawa. This allows you to get most
Indonesian stations. Then came the satellite dishes that supplied pay feeds from other
countries. Indovision was the first and is probably still the major company, although
Astro has been making some headway with cheaper prices. Top TV is also available in
Bali and comes with a variety of Indonesian channels.
Indovision – Indovision has a website which you can use to find out all about the
company and what it offers. We’ve used Indovision in Sumbawa, and generally have
been satisfied with the service.
You can get a subscription form online and fill it out and then mail or fax it in after you
have signed it. You’ll need to pay an installation and administrative fee of Rp. 200,000.
Indovision has several packages. The basic package is called Prime and cost Rp. 149,000
per month. This package includes: Cartoon Network, Disney Channel, Playhouse Disney,
Nickelodeon, Animal Planet, Discovery Channel, Discovery Travel and Living, Asian
Food Channel, National Geographic Channel, BBC World, CNNI, Animax, AXN, E!
Entertainment, Star World, MTV Asia, [V] International, Celestial Movies, Metro TV,
SCTV, Trans TV, Trans 7, TVRI, Indosiar, Vision2 – The World’s Best Teledramas, Baby
TV, CNBC Asia, MNC News, MNC Entertainment, Fashion TV, Australia Network, Al
Jazeera International, Travel and Tourism Channel, Q TV, Swara, Da-Ai, TBN / U
Channel, KBS World, RCTI, TPI, Global TV, ANTV and 18 radio channels.
You can add the Movie Package that gives you HBO, HBO Signature, Cinemax, Star
Movies, and Hallmark for an additional Rp. 85,000 per month.
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Want more? There is the Oriental Package which gives you Seti, Asia Plus, and TVB
Xing He for Rp. 20,000. Finally, if you are Japanese, you might want to add NHK World
Premium for Rp. 55,000 per month.
If you’re a sports fan, you will want to get the Sports Package that includes: ESPN,
Vision 1 Football, Star Sports and Euro Sports. This will add another Rp. 55,000 to your
bill.
It used to be that you had to buy the hardware to get Indovision, but these days you
borrow it as long as you subscribe for 12 months.
There’s been some debate on internet forums about Astro versus Indovision. Indovision
notes on its website that they use S-band frequencies which are less likely to be bothered
by the tropical climate. Astro was recently shutdown for the government over a nonpayment of bills issue. Indovision may be the safest bet for your television needs.
There are a variety of payment options: 1) ATM – BCA, BII, Lippo, Danamon, Mandiri;
2) Mandiri Internet; 3) Mandiri SMS; 4) Credit card; 5) Cash deposit with BII
Telephone
Landline phones are available in Bali, although in some areas it is very difficult to get a
number. The costs are relatively expensive if you use Internet and have to pay for the
calls, otherwise they are quite reasonable – we pay about Rp. 100,000 per month per
number (without factoring in internet expenses) and have two numbers. It seems that
everyone has a handphone or HP these days and you will run into (literally) people using
them while driving their car or motorcycle in heavy traffic.
Hand Phones
Cell phones in Indonesia are called hand phones or just HP. There are a variety of
providers with a variety of plans. We use Simpati and ProXL. Most Indonesians use
prepaid cards that come in varying amounts. You can keep track of your use of the total
amount of pulsa (your units of use) by calling a free number. It is very easy to buy these
prepaid cards as just about everyone in Indonesia has a HP (hand phone). Because of the
extensive use of the HP, signal quality is generally quite good wherever you are in Bali.
Bali (and in particular Denpasar) has stores all over specializing in HP. You can get the
latest models with all the extras that you need, or you can buy a used one for almost
nothing.
I used to be one of those folks who found hand phones extremely annoying; I still do, but
they have been such a helpful addition to our lives here in Indonesia that I don’t know
how we survived without them. They are particularly useful if you have older children
who visit friends a lot, especially if those friends don’t have telephones installed in their
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homes. And, let’s face it, security is an issue these days no matter where you live, and
Bali has had more than its share of tragedies. A hand phone is a great way for the family
to keep in touch just in case something bad happens.
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Finances
Moving to Bali means moving into a new financial system with a new form of currency.
Indonesia and Bali are increasingly becoming interconnected with the Western world’s
banking systems, but moving money from one country to the next can still be a bit
difficult depending on your bank and the services it offers. For instance, an Australian
friend of mine can use the Internet to send money from his bank in Australia to his bank
in Bali. My bank in America does not allow me to do that without being physically
present to set up the account.
Bali is filled with ATMs and expats, Indonesians and tourists use them regularly, but if
your bank in your home country charges fees for ATM use, you can run up quite a large
amount of fees in a relatively short period of time. I know because I pay $5 each time I
use the ATM to access my account in America. It’s criminal, I agree, but I haven’t been
able to get around it and continue to use the bank that I have all my accounts in.
Similar to the ATM, you can use your home-based credit card in Bali, but you will lose
out in the conversions from Dollars or Euros to Rupiahs. There is a bit of credit card
fraud as well in Indonesia, so be aware of what you are doing if you decide to use your
credit card. Some banks will allow you a cash advance on your card, although a service
fee is added.
Currency
Indonesia uses the Rupiah as its form of currency. The exchange rate varies daily for
most of the major world currencies. Many websites and travel guides quote prices in
United States dollars, but with the wide fluctuations in the dollar, as well as the Euro and
other major currencies, if you intend on living in Bali, you should become used to
thinking of costs in terms of Rupiah for your budget.
An example of the dangers of thinking in terms of dollars are those Americans who have
retired in Thailand and seen their purchasing power drop precipitously due to the
shrinking value of the dollar. I have my budget for the next ten years in Bali based on my
Rupiah accounts. Should the dollar go up – great; but should it go down, well I’m still
fairly good.
Banking
The Indonesian banking system has been undergoing changes over the past decade with
small banks being shaken out of the system. Indonesian banks offer a wide variety of
services these days, and it is worth shopping around to find out which bank best meets
your needs. I have a friend with a rather sizeable fortune who moves his money around
monthly into different accounts based on the prevailing rates. While this seems like a like
of work, he makes a considerable amount of money (and receives a lot of little gifts from
the banks when he moves his money to their facility) doing this.
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The major Indonesian banks are all represented on Bali; in Denpasar you can find all
Indonesian banks and a few foreign ones as well. However, in smaller cities only the
major banks are represented.
Indonesian banks offer a wide variety of savings plans. A popular plan with expats is
called the deposito. The deposito is a term savings account that runs from one month to
twelve months with a fixed interest rate. Indonesian taxes are taken from your account
each month as your interest accumulates. The rate varies from time to time, but has been
going down steadily over the past year. The posted rate is not always the rate that you can
get with a little talking. I was able to squeeze out an extra .5% by just asking for a little
more to make me move from one bank to the next.
Many banks now offer Internet Banking, which is an excellent way to pay your bills
without standing in line in the bank to do so. I use Internet Banking regularly and have
never had any trouble using it. Just a note: if you like to use a browser other than IE, you
can forget about most Internet banking. It took me a few days to figure this out. If you
use a Mac, make sure that you have a copy of IE to work with when using Internet
banking.
The major banks in Bali are:
Bank Internasional Indonesia (BII) is one of the major Indonesian banks. BII was
established in 1959 and is one of the largest private national banks in Indonesia with over
230 branches and 700 ATMs.
BII has Time Deposit accounts in Rupiah, Australian Dollars (AUD), Singapore Dollars
(SGD), Japanese Yen (YEN), Euros, Pounds Sterling (GBP) and USD. The time periods
for Time Deposit accounts are the same as the other Indonesian banks that offer it. To
open a foreign currency Time Deposit you need a minimum deposit equivalent to USD
3,000.
BII also has On Call Deposit. This is a monthly savings account except that you can
withdraw your money after it has been on deposit after three days. You need to give the
bank a two-day notice that you wish to withdraw your money. To open an On Call
Deposit account you need to deposit at least 75 million Rupiah.
BII has Internet Banking which I use. It’s very easy to use Internet Banking, and you can
pay a wide variety of bills: Internet Service Provider (Indosatnet, Centrinnet, Telkom
Speedy), handphone, personal loan, credit card, insurance, TV Cable.
Bank Negara Indonesia (BNI) has Internet banking with a special key code to safeguard
the security of your account. You can use BNI Internet Banking to pay a variety of bills.
BNI offers accounts in a variety of international currencies. BNI also has phone banking
and SMS banking.
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The Time Deposit rates are available in periods of one month, three months, 6 months, 12
months and 24 months. Accounts under 100 million Rupiah have one interest rate. Time
Deposit rates can be used as credit collateral.
A Certificate of Deposit account is usable as credit collateral. It can be traded or
transferred to another party so you could use it to pay for property, for instance. There are
a variety of amounts that the Certificate of Deposit comes in. With this type of account
you receive your interest in advance at the time of purchase.
BNI has Deposit On Call which is depositing funds in a Giro account for a period of 7 to
20 days in either Rupiah or a foreign currency. This type of fund has a negotiable interest
rate.
The BNI Dollar Plus is a savings account with USD. This can be used as a credit
guarantee. The minimum initial deposit is USD 50. Withdrawals can be in Rupiah, USD,
or other currencies at the bank where the account was opened. You can have money from
an overseas transfer moved into this account.
BNI Savings Plus (Tabungan Plus or TAPLUS) is a savings account that comes with an
ATM card that can be used at Cirrus Network ATMs. The interest is based on the daily
average balance. You can use the TAPLUS to pay utility, telephone, tax and mortgage
bills. The initial deposit is Rp. 500,000. This is the account we use for our daily needs.
The cash withdrawal amount using an ATM is 5 million per day; it is unlimited if you
withdraw your funds from a teller in the bank.
BNI Taplus Utama is an individual savings account similar to the TAPLUS account with
a few differences. The interest rate is slightly higher, and the holder receives accidental
insurance coverage equal to the balance of the account. Money is this type of account can
be withdrawn at any time using a teller, an ATM, or phoneplus. This account can also be
used to pay phone bills, etc. A minimum balance of one million Rupiah is required.
Bank Mandiri – This is one of the country’s major banks and you’ll find them around
Bali. They have an extensive website and internet banking. Like all Indonesian banks,
Mandiri offers a variety of savings and investment plans. You can open a Savings
Account for a Rp.500,000 initial deposit and you receive an ATM card with your account.
Their Time Deposit accounts have the same time period offerings as the rest of the
Indonesian banks. Mandiri has Time Deposit accounts in USD as well as Rupiah. You can
choose to have your interest added to the principal of your Time Deposit or you can have
it put in a savings account so that it is available for withdrawal at any time. Your Time
Deposit account can be rolled over automatically if you wish although as the rates at the
banks vary, you may want to shop around after your account comes due.
Some of the other services that Mandiri offers are safe deposit boxes, Western Union,
SMS banking, mutual funds, hajj accounts, credit cards (in a variety of flavors) and more.
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Bank Central Asia (BCA) – BCA is the largest private bank in Indonesia. We don’t use
BCA even though it is very convenient in terms of having ATMs everywhere because the
interest rate for the time deposit accounts are not as high as BII or BNI. Our branch in
Singaraja always seems to be packed with customers and there are long waits in line.
BCA has a wide variety of services for savings accounts including time depost. The also
provide home and car loans. If you don’t want to wait in line at the bank, you can bank by
phone, by mobile phone, and by internet.
BCA also offers credit cards, debit cards and cash cards. If you want a safe deposit box,
you can get that as well at BCA.
The Tahapan BCA is a savings account that you can use to pay your bills, refill your
handphone, make cash withdrawals from an ATM, access with your cell phone, receive
monthly interest based on Average Daily Balance, have a joint account, and use this
account as loan collateral. The minimum amount to open an account is Rp. 500,00. There
is an administrative fee for this account.
Paspor BCA is a debit card which you can use for shopping and eliminate the need to
carry cash with you. A gold card gives you a daily limit of Rp.25 million, while a silver
card gives you a limit of Rp.15 million.
With the inward/outward remittance program you can send or receive money via wire
transfer in 12 different currencies including the US Dollar, Great Britain Poundsterling,
Singapore Dollar, Australian dollar, Canadian Dollar, Swiss Franc, Danish Crone, Euro,
Hong Kong Dollar, Japanese Yen, and Saudi Arabian Riyal.
With the Tunai BCA program you can use your Paspor BCA to get cash when you pay
your shopping bill with your Paspor BCA card.
Bank Rakyat Indonesia (BRI) is one of the national banks in Indonesia. We don’t use it
anymore because its rates tend to be lower than most of the other banks. The time deposit
account here is called DEPOBRI. This is the time deposit in Rupiah. To open a time
deposit, you need a minimum of Rp. 2,500,000. The account may be for 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, or
24 months. Interest can be paid monthly. Your interest can be collected in cash, or
transferred to another account at BRI or another bank (you will pay a transfer fee for
this), or you can have it added to your capital at the time of extending your deposit. If you
withdraw your money before the time period is up, you forfeit 25% of the interest earned.
If you use the one month time deposit, you will be charged a nominal administration fee.
BRI also has a number of other services like GiroBRI Valas that is a savings plan in
foreign currency that can be opened up with a USD 1,000 deposit. Your money can be
withdrawn at any time, but you need to keep a minimum of $500 is the account.
Bank Danamon – is a private bank that you can find around the island. The bank website
has an English version, but this does not cover all their services.
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Danamon was established in 1956 so it has been around a while. Why do I note that? You
want to make sure when you put your money in a bank in Indonesia that it is stable. Most
of the shaky banks went under during the economic crisis, but it never hurts to have your
money in several places just to be sure. We use two banks and are looking at adding a
third just to give us some peace of mind should the economy head south again in the
future.
One of their popular services is the Danamon one saving which is a combination of three
products – a saving account, a credit card and a cash card. This product offers several
benefits including no monthly administration fee, no charge for ATM use through their
system, and no charge for autodebit regular bill payment. You do need to keep a monthly
balance of six million Rupiah to get these benefits. But, you receive a monthly interest
that is 0.5 percent lower than most other banks which means that if you keep a monthly
balance of Rp. 6 million, you will get Rp. 255,000 less per year than if you use another
bank.
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Cost of Living: How much money will I realistically need to live in Bali?
That all depends on what your lifestyle is like. The more Western you get, the higher your
overhead will be. Electricity and telephone charges are relatively high. If you plan on
having a large house with lots of lighting, you are going to be paying out some serious
money. We pay about one million a month for electricity for a large house with three airconditioners going from 6 PM until 6 AM.
If you crave a lot of Western foods and material items, you will be paying more for them
than you would back home. On the other hand, if you blend your lifestyle in with local
realities, shop in local markets, and keep the overhead down, you can get by on a
relatively modest income. For example, my family of six and two dogs gets by
comfortably on about 16,000,000 a month. Here’s a breakdown of our monthly budget.
My wife: 11,000,000. She uses this money to buy food, pay the utilities and phone, and
give kids pocket money each day. She uses what’s left over for whatever project strikes
her fancy.
Let’s take a little look at a few of the items that she pays for with her money. Most of the
money goes for food and utilities. Let’s take a look at utilities.
Cooking Gas
We use, like most people in Indonesia, bottled gas (elpiji) for cooking. We have a Western
style stove/oven. The bottled gas sits in a compartment inside the unit. When the gas runs
out, we take back the empty and have it refilled. We keep two steel canisters in the house
to make sure that we always have enough to cook with. My wife cooks constantly and we
go through 3 canisters a month. Each canister costs about Rp. 95,000. Electric
stove/ovens are now for sale in Bali. We recently purchased one because of safety issues
with the bottled gas; one almost ignited in our house not too long ago and a brother-inlaw lost some hair in the excitement.
Electricity
If you live in any populated area, you will get your electricity from the state electric
company, PLN. A meter reader comes around once a month. Take your old bill to the
payment point – for us it’s at a local bank. You can pay online now or have your bank use
an automatic deduction. I highly recommend this approach as it saves time and
aggravation waiting in line to pay. If you pay late, you are charged a penalty. Payment
time is generally around the middle of the month.
As I note in the section on housing, electricity costs will vary according to the amount of
high use items that you have like microwaves, air conditioners and water pumps. You
payment will actually include two items: the actual usage and a payment for the total
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amount of electricity that you have available. The second is a flat rate per month; the first
varies according to use. We pay about Rp.400, 000 per month.
Water
If you live in one of the popular expat areas, you will most likely have water from the
city. It’s called PAM and they send someone out to read your water meter each month just
like the electric company does. A guy comes by our house each month to collect the
water bill. We pay about Rp.175,000 for water per month. I know some expats in
Singaraja who drink tap water from the city, and they seem to survive. I only drink
bottled water – better safe than sorry.
Sometimes we have strong water pressure and sometimes we don’t. It depends on what
time of the day you want to take your mandi. I take mine during the off-hours as my
bathroom is on the second floor, and if I try to bathe during the time of the morning when
the kids are getting ready for school, I can forget about getting any kind of pressure on
the second floor.
Some houses have large orange tanks to store water in. This is a good idea if you need to
have water on demand. We have this system in our house in Sumbawa, but don’t in Bali.
Garbage
There is now garbage collection in Singaraja. When I first moved here in 1989, folks just
threw their trash in the sea. It drove me nuts, but it was the only way other than burning it
on the beach which some people did as well. A guy comes by with a cart every few days
and collects the trash that he takes to a collection point. From there it goes to a landfill.
We pay the garbage collector once a month. There may be a different system in your
neighborhood.
Satpam or Penjaga
This is security. Why am I including it under utilities? I’m not sure where else to put it.
We don’t have a security guard either in Bali or Sumbawa, although we seriously did
consider getting one in Sumbawa for a while, but decided to use our dogs and geese
instead. Some Westerners who do not have strong ties in the community feel the need to
have a security guard, especially those with rather plush villas. Expats who live in
residential compounds will most likely have one that is shared with their neighbors.
There have been issues with security for some residents of the expat ghettos down in the
south as well as some expats who live in relatively isolated villas out in the rice paddies
in Ubud. If you happen to live in one of those areas, you might want to hire a security
guard. Bargain hard, you should be able to get one for somewhere around Rp.600,000 per
month.
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Every neighborhood in Bali has its own security force. The residents take turns on this
patrol. In our kampung, it is mostly young guys that do this. We give a small donation per
month usually in coffee and bakery for the boys who stay up all night.
Me: 5,460,000. I use this to pay for additional expenses that my wife doesn’t want to pay
for. Specifically they break down like this.
Books:
180,000
Website:
80,000
Internet:
550,000
Satellite TV:
300,000
Computers:
250,000
Vehicle registrations:
200,000
School fees:
700,000
Visa, retirement:
500,000
Clothes for kids:
500,000
Phone:
300,000
Medical costs:
900,000
Med. Insurance, me:
1,000,000
Right now gasoline prices have gone up over 28% and prices for everything else are
rising as well. Inflation is predicted to reach as high as 12% this year. You should plan on
additional price increases in gasoline prices in the future and with that price increases in
everything else.
You can find more information on prices in the specific areas like housing and medical
issues.
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Shopping: What kinds of material goods are available in Bali?
When I first came to Bali in 1989, shopping was fairly limited for Western items. There
were a few “supermarkets” but they generally carried only Indonesian products with the
occasional expat luxury like American potato chips. Buying a computer was next to
impossible, and choices for electronic items like refrigerators and televisions were fairly
limited. These days Bali is brimming with all sorts of things that are of interest to the
expat and the Balinese middle class. It never ceases to amuse me that Westerners who
want to become expats insist on having their food imported from their home countries.
You can even get oysters flown in from France these days.
Bali has the superstores and department stores, Makro, Carrefour, Matahari, Hardy’s and
Ramayana which sell just about everything. They have food items similar to what you
would find in a Western supermarket. However, they also carry electronic goods like
televisions and microwaves and music systems, tools, toys, clothes, and office supplies.
You’ll find these stores full of Westerners buying items in bulk, particularly at Makro.
Carrefour is more expensive than Makro and carries more luxury items. This is where
you can get your oysters. Carrefour and Makro have an extensive electronics section and
sell computers as well as televisions and other large items. Matahari and Ramayana are
Indonesian retail stores. Matahari is a bit more upscale than Ramayana which targets
middle and low-income Indonesians. Hardy’s is very popular with low-income
Indonesians. In Singaraja, Hardy’s is usually quite crowded because there is no
competition.
If you want to do some major mall shopping, Kuta has the Discovery Shopping Mall with
a variety of shops offering all sorts of goods from glasses to cappuccino to refrigerators.
The mall has ample parking, but don’t expect to find cheap items unless you are
comparing the prices with those back home. If you see an foreigner lurking furtively
behind the aisles that’s probably an expat; if you hear a foreigner exclaiming excitedly
how low the prices are, that’s a tourist.
Bali now has many computer stores, and it is cheaper to buy your computer and
peripherals here than import them as customs charges an excessively high duty on
imported electronics. There are even a number of shops that specialize in Macs with
prices comparable to what you would pay in Singapore. In fact, the Macs are becoming
increasingly popular with the expat crowd. Check out the Mac stores scattered around the
Kuta and Denpasar area.
Denpasar is home to Rimo Mall which is a computer wonderland where you can have a
Windows-based computer built for you to your specifications, or you can buy one of the
many models that they have available. If you want to buy a brand name like HP or Acer,
those are available, but if you want to save some money and have a non-branded
machine, you can get one for about half the price of a branded model. Laptops are
currently available for not much more than you would pay in the States and they come
with all the software that you want.
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With all the villas being built, the American hardware giant, Ace Hardware, decided to
set up shop in Bali. It’s located in the Istana Kuta Galeria. They carry a wide range of
tools, paints, cleaning aids, automotive accessories and other home improvement
accessories. The quality is much better than the locally made items, but the prices reflect
that. I walked in when they first opened and walked out an hour later $600 poorer. You
can get a membership and save 5% on all regular purchases as well as receiving the
newsletter and getting discounts on purchases from other merchants that participate with
Ace.
For the artists among you, there are now three Windsor and Newton art supplies stores in
Bali. This was apparently an issue for some artists for many years, similar to my
problems with getting good computers in Bali years ago.

Food
You can find all of the usual Asian fruits and vegetables in Bali like durian, rambutan,
and jackfruit. You can get all of the exotic fruits like sabo that you couldn’t buy at home.
You can even find some fruits that you might not have expected to be able to eat in Bali
like watermelon or strawberries. Some of the best strawberries in Bali are grown in the
central mountain area. You’ll find watermelon sold at roadside stands on the edge of
Denpasar at much cheaper prices than you’ll pay in the stores. Of course, there are a wide
variety of bananas available as well. I happen to like the small ones. Oranges are also
easy to come by. The best ones are grown up in the Kintamani area. You can tell when it
is durian season by the strong aroma as you drive down any highway past the stands that
have large fruits piled up in front. Many Balinese will mark the season of the year by
saying that it’s durian season or rambutan season. Balinese love their fruits.
Seafood is plentiful if you live by the coast although the cost for things like prawns has
gone up significantly over the past decade as more and more of the catch goes to hotels
and restaurants. The Balinese aren’t supposed to eat beef, and the Muslims aren’t
supposed to eat pork. Both are available and pork products are clearly marked in the large
stores. If you regularly eat local dishes like nasi goring (fried rice) and mie goring (fried
noodles), you’ll find that your food bill will be quite low.
However in addition to all the local items, Bali has a number of specialty food stores that
cater to the Western appetite. The price is quite high compared to what you would pay
back home. Dijon is a delicatessen that has been around Kuta since 1999. It provides the
expat community with specialty items that they remember from their pre-Bali days. Some
of the products they stock include: cheeses, meats and salamis imported from Australia
and New Zealand; gourmet treats like roasted beef and lamb, imported olives, sun-dried
tomatoes; fish and seafood; diary products like yogurt, whipped cream, cream cheese;
pastas and Italian food fixings; bottled and canned goods from India and Mexico; coffee
and tea; imported dry goods; health items; imported fruits and vegetables; and much
more.
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We buy our special things like olives, cheese, and beef bacon at a small specialty store in
Singaraja called ABD. They also carry hard to find items like sardines in oil. ABD is very
popular with Singaraja expats and Balinese hotel owners.
While Indonesians are very much into their food, and women spend many hours a day
with traditional cooking, Indonesian cuisine is not considered as popular with expats as is
Thai. Most Indonesian dishes are heavy on rice, and it’s said that if an Indonesian hasn’t
had rice, they haven’t eaten. In addition to rice, noodles are very popular with
Indonesians and there are a variety of Indonesian dishes with noodles at the center.
If you are a non-Muslim, you’ll most likely partake in pork dishes at one of the many
ceremonies that you will attend. The pork is delicious, especially the babi guling. Make
sure you give it a try. However, many Balinese will get sore tummies after feasting on
pork, so eat with moderation.

Alcohol
Although Indonesia is a Muslim country, alcohol is readily available in Bali in bars,
restaurants, local grocery stores, supermarkets, and specialty stores that sell only alcohol.
The local beer, Bintang, can be found anywhere in Bali and is relatively inexpensive. Bali
now has a locally brewed, foreign-owned beer, Storm, which many expats find
refreshing. You can purchase a variety of beers including Guinness and if you are a diehard American beer drinker, Budweiser. In fact, you can usually tell the American expat
because he is the only one drinking Bud.
Despite what I said about alcohol being readily available in Bali, there are times when the
government goes through a big, highly-publicized anti-alcohol push usually in response
to pressure from conservative Muslim organizations. During these times, you can still
purchase alcohol but you might have to look a bit harder to find it.
Hard liquor can be bought in the main supermarkets like Hardy’s, Carrefour and Makro,
as well as at a variety of other outlets that may not have a license to sell liquor. However,
the price has risen almost 15% in the last year. A bottle of Red Label will set you back
about Rp. 200,000.
Bali has several varieties of locally made wine that is inexpensive, but definitely not for
connoisseurs although they have been working on their quality. The Hatten brand is
popular with expats who like wine, but don’t want to break the bank in order to have a
nice glass of red while they watch the sun set. The Hatten brand carries a number of
different wines, and they are natural and have no artificial flavoring or coloring. The
wines, by the way, are grown in the north of Bali.
Drinking in bars and restaurants is generally quite expensive compared to buying your
own and drinking at home, so don’t expect cheap prices when you take your guests out.
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If you want to get completely local, Bali has arak and tuak which are powerful alcoholic
drinks. You can buy arak in stores, as it is bottle commercially. It is inexpensive and is the
alcohol component of the famous arak attack drink that you will find in many bars. There
are a variety of brands; my favorite was Tiga Bintang (Three Stars) which is no longer
produced. Arak is tasty when served with lime.
Tuak is produced locally and is often drunk fresh as it tends to taste better when fresh.
Tuak is very popular with Balinese. It is fermented from palm trees and is generally a
cloudy color with a lot of foam. Back during my drinking days, I used to call it bensin
(gasoline), because it often came in a jerry can that is popularly used by fisherman in the
north to store gasoline to take in their outriggers when they plan on being out fishing for
a day. Tuak is definitely an acquired taste, but attending a tuak party with a bunch of your
buddies (women don’t attend these) is a great experience especially when there is a sing
and dance. In these cases, the fellow who is hosting the affair will fill a glass and drink it
down, then the glass is passed along to the next person in the circle. He drinks the glass
down and does a little dance while everyone sings along with the dance. This can go on
for hours until all the tuak is gone or everyone is too drunk to carry on. There is also a
relatively non-alcoholic tuak that you can purchase from vendors in mobile carts; this is
known as tuak manis. I get stomachaches and gas when I drink this so I avoid it now. The
alcoholic variety is somewhat bitter in taste.
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Transportation
Bali is an island that is in the process of being swamped by vehicles of all shapes and
sizes. Traffic in the south is slow and aggravating. Public transportation in Bali is
restricted to old, cramped vehicles. There’s very little incentive for most people who can
afford a motorbike to take public transportation. In parts of Bali like Singaraja, horsedrawn carts are still in use and are particularly popular with women doing their early
morning shopping at the market.
The motorbike is the most common vehicle on the road, and Bali has more motorcycles
per capita than any other place in the country. A 100 cc Honda goes for around $1200. If
you want to go high end, Bali now has a Harley-Davidson dealership in Kuta along the
Ngurah Rai Bypass. They don’t list the price of a Harley on their website, but you know
it’s going to be expensive. You can rent a Harley from this company if you really want to
have the experience of driving one of these killer machines. To rent one you’ll need to
take a driving test with the Harley people, have a license, give up a form of ID, and fork
over some cash. The low-end Dyna cost 1,150,000 for 24 hours while the high-end
Touring bike will set you back 1,750,000 for 24 hours. You can rent for shorter periods if
you’d like. The minimum is four hours for about half the 24 hour price.
Automobiles are relatively expensive in Bali, although several new inexpensive models
have been released and can be purchased for as low as 90 million. The national brand is
called Kijang. It’s a trustworthy vehicle and keeps its resale value well. We owned a
Kijang for years. Over the past few years a number of new vehicles have become
available. We currently drive a Xenia that cost us about Rp.90, 000,000 new. I really like
it and it came with power steering, ac, and power windows. It’s a good little family car.
Make sure that you get an international license before you leave your home country. It
will make life easier. However, if you have a KITAS, you can get an Indonesian driver’s
license called a SIM. You will need all of your documents to apply for a license. You can
do this in Denpasar. The price varies according to your luck and your skill. At the most
you should pay Rp. 300,000, although I’ve heard of people getting them for as low as
Rp.150, 000. Indonesia has different licenses for motorcycles and cars. If you plan on
driving both, you will need two licenses. Licenses are generally issued for one year only
to expats although once I was fortunate enough to get a 5 year license. Renewing your
license is easy and relatively inexpensive.
Despite misconceptions concerning foreigners purchasing and owning motor vehicles, it
is possible for foreigners to own their own car or motorcycle. You will need a KITAS. If
you buy a car or motorcycle from a dealer, you can show them your KITAS and they will
help you get the car registered in your name. This saves you from using the old system
whereby expats had to register their vehicle in the name of an Indonesian. While this
wasn’t an issue if you trusted your nominee, it could (and occasionally did) become
problematic if you had a falling out and your friend decided to sell your vehicle without
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your consent. I did see this happen occasionally, and it wasn’t pleasant. My feeling is that
friendships are best when not encumbered by financial considerations.
Airplanes
The airport in Bali is called Ngurah Rai International Airport. It has grown tremendously
over the years. There is a domestic and an international terminal. Security has become an
issue since the Bali bombings, and it can take some time getting in to either terminal if
you arrive during the busy hours, although they continue to work on streamlining the
process. During a recent trip to Singapore, I made it through security, check-in, the fiskal
payment, the departure tax and immigration in 15 minutes. I consider this excellent time.
Traveling internationally out of Bali is quite easy. There are daily flights to Singapore,
Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok…If you want to fly to the States, you will need to fly from Bali
to Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, or Bangkok and go on from there. I usually use China
Airlines that has business class tickets for not much more than an economy ticket on
Singapore Airlines.
If you are an expat, you’ll need to pay a tax known as the Fiskal to leave the country.
That will set you back Rp. 1,000,000. You also have to pay an exit tax of Rp. 150,000.
The Fiskal tax has always been controversial and is something that the Indonesian middle
class and expats have always wanted to get rid of. ASEAN has also pushed Indonesia to
discontinue the Fiskal as they feel it prohibits Indonesians from traveling around ASEAN
countries. If you have a large family like I do, the Fiskal for the whole family costs as
much as two round trip tickets to Singapore. It certainly has kept us from traveling.
Indonesia periodically announces that it will discontinue the Fiskal, but as the time draws
near, the government always changes its mind. We’ll see what happens in the future.
International Airlines
Air Asia – this is one of the main low cost airlines in Asia. You can catch a flight from
Denpasar to Jakarta or Malaysia. This has become a popular airline for expats who want
to travel to Kuala Lumpur for a visa or just a short vacation. Reports that I have from
folks who have flown Air Asia say that the service is professional and excellent and the
price is great.
Eva Air – If you want to fly to the States from Bali on a relatively cheap flight with
almost business class service, Eva is an airline that is popular with expats. Eva has
Evergreen Class that offers wider seats with economy class food. The price is somewhere
between economy and business. Shop around; you can get a good deal.
Eva Air flies out of Denpasar to Taipei at 16:15 daily and arrive around 21:30. Once in
Taipei, you can catch a flight to LA at midnight. You can also fly in to San Francisco.
Eva has a good website that you can use to order meals, check out the seating
arrangements, and more.
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Garuda is the national Indonesian airline. There has been a lot said by tourists and expats
about Garuda – most of it negative, although Garuda does have a loyal group of
passengers. I used to fly Garuda to America, but after the Asian economic crisis back in
the late ‘90s Garuda stopped flying to the States. A lot of expats use Garuda to fly to
Singapore for their visas because it is cheaper than Singapore Airlines. Garuda flies direct
from Denpasar to Singapore twice a day. While Garuda is definitely not up to the class of
service that you find on Thai and Singapore, it’s comfortable enough and for a short
flight, I find it quite acceptable.
Jetstar is affiliated with Qantas and is the airline that serves Indonesia these days. Jetstar
is not a discount airline – my ex just bought a ticket from Sydney to Denpasar and it was
fairly expensive. There are a lot of complaints by Aussies about this airline if you check
the online forums. Many seem to prefer to fly Garuda.
Lion Air flies out of Bali to Singapore. This is one of the low-cost airlines. I’ve never
used it, and the reviews from passengers are mixed. You buy your ticket online and then
show up. Seats are reserved and the usual baggage allowances apply. There are
restrictions on the cheap tickets however. You should check the website for the most
current information.
Malaysia Air flies out of Bali everyday to Kuala Lumpur. I’ve used this airline a few
times and found the service to be excellent. I know a few expats use KL for their visa run.
If you haven’t been to KL, you should see it as it’s quite attractive.
Singapore has three flights daily from Bali to Singapore and back. SIA costs more than
most airlines, but the service is excellent. If you have a few extra dollars to spend on your
visa run, this is the way to go. Flights to Singapore leave at 9:15, 13:05, and 20:05.
Return flights are at 9:35, 16:40, and 19:00. The Indonesian government has just given
Singapore permission to make seven flights a day. Stay tuned if you like flying
Singapore.
Thai Airways International
Thai is one of my favorite airlines. I’ve been flying it regularly for nine years now, and
with the exception of Singapore Airlines, I’d rather be on Thai than any other airline. You
can catch a flight from Denpasar to Bangkok everyday at 5:20 P.M. and arrive in
Bangkok at 8:35 P.M. It’s a non-stop flight and quite comfortable. Thai is almost always
on time. A lot of tourists come to Bali via Bangkok so the plane is usually quite full.
Return flights to Denpasar are at 8:40 A.M. and get you into Denpasar at 2:00 P.M. There
is a one-hour difference between Thailand and Bali. There are several Thai offices in
Bali; I generally use the one in Sanur.
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Chapter 3: Romance in the Tropics
When one thinks of sex tourism, Bali does not immediately come to mind like the
Philippines, Cambodia or Thailand. But, where there are tourists and people with money,
there are going to be people working at the oldest profession. You won’t find the nightlife
of bars, go-go dancers and open sex for sale that you will find in these other locales, but
if you look around just a little you’ll find plenty of sex for sale for both men and women.
Now, this can be quite controversial, and I know a number of long-term expats who claim
that Balinese women do not work in the prostitution business, but I also know plenty of
Balinese guys who claim otherwise. Regardless of whether the women (we’ll stick to
women here as the majority of the sex tourist trade is male) are from Bali, Java or
elsewhere, you can find brothels in Sanur and Denpasar and ladies openly solicit at night
on the streets of Kuta. Additionally, you’re liable to find that the young lady sitting next
to you in a nightclub or bar is available for some nighttime fun. That being said, Bali is
certainly not the place to go if you want to easily engage in sex for pay. You’re far better
off visiting Thailand, Cambodia, or the Philippines where the bar scene is more
established and accepted.
But, there are expats that come here – both men and women – looking for romance and
possibly a local spouse. This has become increasingly true over the years. While some of
the cross-cultural marriages are of partners basically the same age, it is more common
these days to see an older gentlemen squiring around his young Balinese or Indonesian
wife on his arm, and you’ll find some middle-aged ladies with a much younger spouse as
well.
Let’s take a look at how this works on the ground and discuss those relationships where
the goal is marriage and not just a quickie.
It’s easy enough to meet Indonesians who are potential partners. If you are here on a
work assignment, there are always friends, colleagues and family of colleagues. This is
the easiest way to meet people. Indonesians love to socialize, and if you are even
reasonably friendly, you’ll be invited to weddings, birthdays, and all sorts of private and
public events. Having an expat friend is for many Indonesians something of a status
symbol. Yes, you too can become a star here even if back home you were nothing more
special than a truck driver or a teacher. Like it or not, our white skin has some social
value here.
So you can meet people at social gatherings and the workplace, but additionally you can
meet people on the street, in restaurants, clubs, bars or shops. In other words, you can
meet a potential romantic partner anyplace that you might meet one back home. But
(there’s always a but), there are a number of issues that arise in cross-cultural
relationships that you will have to deal with at the start of your relationship, and some
that you will continue to have to deal with over the length of your relationship.
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Language
Indonesia is not a predominately English speaking country. In fact, unless you deal with
highly educated people or tourist industry workers, it is quite likely that you will not meet
many people with more than a basic, at the most, command of English. So what are you
going to do? First, learn Indonesian. The language is relatively easy to learn in
comparison with Thai, for instance. Indonesian has a number of words based on one of
the Romance Languages due to its colonial history – the English have been here, as have
the Spanish and the Portuguese. So if you have a background in one of those languages,
you have a head start on learning Indonesian.
Relationships are difficult enough to navigate without the language barrier. So, you are
best off if you start learning Indonesian early. I know many expats with a minimal grasp
of Indonesian, and they say that it isn’t a problem for them, but based on my 18 years of
marriage to an Indonesian, I strongly advise you learn the language.

Age
As I noted, there is often a relatively large age gap between the Western and Indonesian
partners. Is this a problem? It could be depending on how mature your partner is for
his/her age.
I’ll use an expat (Tom) that I knew years ago as an example of one result of a large age
difference in partners. He married a beautiful young woman who was 35 years younger
than him. He wanted to stay home and watch tv, spend an occasional evening out with his
buddies drinking, and just generally enjoy his retirement. Dewi wanted to socialize with
people her age, go clubbing, and eat out a lot (she wasn’t much of a cook). Finally just to
end the constant bickering over what to do each night, Tom told his wife that she could
spend a few nights a week out with her friends and he would do the same. Sounds
equitable? Well, she eventually met a younger expat with interests more like her own, and
after a number of bitter scenes, the two divorced, and Tom moved back to the States.
Is this necessarily going to happen? No, certainly not. I have a few expat friends who
have managed to navigate the age gap quite well, but it takes work and two partners who
are willing to do a lot of compromising. Partners who are widely separated in age often
meet with some social disapproval (usually quite muted) and this is particularly true if the
partner is particularly young looking. Unfortunately, my teenage daughters have reached
the age where they are very self-conscious about being out along with me in public,
because of some of the comments and stares that they pick up on from both Indonesians
and expats.

Educational background/Life experiences
Expats are hardly a homogeneous group; you’ll find the same sort of demographic
spreads that you would find in any community back home. There are the rich, the
pensioners struggling to get by on a small pension, the highly educated, and the technical
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school graduates who have worked the oil fields or gold mines for the past thirty years. If
you and your spouse have a broad gap in education, you could run into some problems in
dinnertime conversation. Remember, just like in any other marriage, you shouldn’t expect
your partner in a cross-cultural marriage to be everything to you. Cultivate some friends
who have similar interests and experiences to you. An expat friend of mine once said, “I
didn’t marry Ina to talk about literary theory.”

Family
Yours, hers, and ours. Yes, family can almost certainly be an issue when you marry an
Indonesian. Family is the most important thing in an Indonesian’s life, whether they’re
Hindu, Muslim, Christian or Buddhist. Family is expected to stick together and support
each other. If you have a child from a previous marriage and don’t have regular
communications, your spouse will find this strange and disturbing. If you marry a much
younger partner, your children from a previous marriage may resent this and relations
between you and them may suffer. Before you commit to a relationship in Bali, you need
to think about how it is going to affect your family back home and how important that is
to you.
If your spouse has aging, ill or poor parents, he/she may want to assist them financially. I
know a number of expats who do this willingly. Often an Indonesian spouse will bring
this up early in your relationship. Deal with it openly and calmly. If you are willing to
help, give you spouse a set allowance for the parents-in-law and stick to it. Your partner
may have younger siblings who need financial assistance for school. Again, make a
decision after talking it through with your partner and stick to your agreement. It will
make everyone happier.
On the other hand, I know a number of expats who absolutely refuse to give anything to
their spouse’s family. In some cases, this eventually led to divorce, but more often your
spouse will find a way to quietly divert some of the household money to her/his family.
In the cases that I know like this, the Western partner is never the wiser and life continues
on in blissful peace. If you think that you are getting what you should be for the
household money that you give your spouse, don’t worry about where the money is
going.
Finally, there is the issue of how you are going to raise your children, if you have any.
Children are considered to be a great joy by Balinese and Indonesians. The whole family
will take part in raising your child whether you like it or not. One of the major problems
with this for the expat is the issue of sweets. Indonesians will stuff some candy in a
child’s mouth as soon as they cry. A lot of Indonesian children have a mouthful of
cavities by the time they are six. You’ll need to be clear on how you want to deal with
this issue, and then once you are, you can expect your spouse’s family to go ahead and do
what they want anyway.
Another child-related issue that can cause some tension between spouses is discipline.
Expats tend to have stricter standards of childhood behavior than Indonesians.
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Indonesians tend to be quite flexible with children, and if they complain or whine enough
they will usually get their way. Work of discipline issues early on with your spouse. My
wife likes that I’m the disciplinarian in the house because it suits her cultural makeup not
to be strict with the children.
If you are married to a Muslim, your son will be expected to be circumcised eventually.
This will be a major hurdle for you if you are against male circumcision. A Muslim male
must be circumcised, so you are going to need to get used to the idea. Unlike in the West,
however, boys are not circumcised in Indonesia until they are aware of the significance of
the action so you can rest easy for six or seven years. In many Indonesian Muslim
communities, girls may be expected to be circumcised. Generally this is just a nick on the
clitoris, but you should check with your spouse on this. This is a highly emotional issue
for many expats and whatever your decision, you should probably not discuss it in the
expat community unless you want to engage in a lot of debate.
You will need to school your child eventually. See the section on education for a
discussion of this issue.

Religion
Balinese and most Indonesians are very religious. If you marry a Hindu, you will not be
expected to convert to Hinduism in most cases. That being the case, I know many expats
who have become Hindus – some because they truly find the religion to be personally
fulfilling, others because they think that it is expected and will make their life in Bali
easier, and some because they find it exotic. Whatever, the reason, it is possible to
convert to Hinduism, and Balinese are always welcoming to the new convert. There are a
number of ceremonies that you will have to go through, and it can be costly depending on
how you do it, but the expats that I know that have become Hindus have all expressed
great satisfaction with their choice.
If you marry a Muslim woman, you will be expected to convert as a Muslim woman is
not allowed to marry a non-Muslim man (however, if you are a woman and your husband
is Muslim, you will not necessarily have to convert as a Muslim male may marry a nonMuslim female). I did marry a Muslim woman without converting and it caused a rift in
family relationships that weren’t repaired until we had our first child, and I let it be
known that I had no objection to my daughter being raised as a Muslim. I did convert
many years later, but that was due to personal circumstances.
Converting to Islam is quite easy and inexpensive. Muslims are very welcoming of new
members to the religious community. Basically all you need to do to convert is to recite
the Kalima – There is no god but Allah and Muhammad (P.B.U.H) is prophet. Once this
is done in a nice little ceremony, you will be officially recognized as a Muslim. Once you
are a Muslim, you are expected to follow the following: 1) Pray five times a day; 2) Offer
zakat – a tax for the poor; 3) Make the Haj if possible; 4) Fast during the month of
Ramadan. Muslims are also expected not to drink alcohol, although many Muslim men
often conveniently forget this requirement.

65

If your spouse is a
Christian or a
Buddhist, you will not
necessarily be
expected to convert,
although most
Christians that I’ve
meet in Indonesia
expect their spouse to
be Christian as well.
If you do convert to
any of these religions,
you will be expected
to attend ceremonies
occasionally. You will
need to work out a mutually acceptable modus vivendi for yourself and your spouse as
there are many, many ceremonies to attend in Indonesia. My wife and I have worked it
out so that I only need to attend the major ceremonies. Over the years, the community
and family members have gotten used to my non-attendance at many of the ceremonies.

Money
Ah money. It’s a problem everywhere whether you are in a cross-cultural relationship or
one with a member of your home country. Traditionally, Balinese and Indonesians are not
great savers; they spend what they make. If you are a fiscal conservative, this approach to
financial planning may be difficult to deal with. I have to admit that money has been the
main source of contention between my wife and I over our 18 years of marriage. The best
solution that we’ve found is that she has her household allowance, and I deal with the rest
of the money.
Expats are often assumed to have a lot of money by Balinese – after all we traveled to
Bali and we are building or buying a house (call it a villa and everyone will assume that
you have even more money than if you say you want to build a house). Because most
expats are coming from Western countries with economies more robust than Indonesia’s,
you will find it difficult to explain that you have limited funds (if that is, in fact, the
case).
There is a dual-pricing system where you will be charged more than a local for what you
want. Let your Indonesian partner do the shopping unless you are shopping in a fixedprice shop like you will find in the shopping malls. But, even in these shops, your
Indonesian partner may be able to negotiate some discount or get a “free” gift if you are
buying something large and expensive like a car or electronics.
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A lot of the money issues between partners are related to trust. In the end, unless you
want to be continually counting your funds and trying to figure out what you partner is
doing with the money, you need to trust him/her. It’s a hard thing to do for many of us,
but you’ll be better off if you learn to develop trust quickly.

Sex
OK, let’s get down to that facet of human life that really fascinates and preoccupies us all.
Regardless of what you may have fantasized, the chances that you are going to find a sex
god or goddess are really no better in Bali than anywhere else in the world. Bali has long
had the reputation of the land of the bare breasts (even though the only bare breasts that
you are likely to find are those of a grandmother in a remote village or a tourist on the
beach in Kuta) and even now that tropical fantasy still exists.
Pre-marital sex certainly exists in Bali – many of my young Balinese friends get married
after the girl is pregnant – but, you may find it somewhat of a problem if you are a
Western man looking for a Balinese/Indonesian partner. Balinese guys will readily be
available for sex anytime anywhere just like guys everywhere else in the world.
Balinese/Indonesian women, however, may be a little more reticent about engaging in
pre-marital sex. This is the old reputation/respectability dichotomy. Women have to
worry about how they will be seen by family and neighbors, and the truth of the matter is
unless you make a commitment, you may not get past first base in the early stages of
courtship.
Balinese/Indonesians have a very earthy sense of humor about sex, and you’ll find a lot
of joking about sex in mixed groupings even within the Muslim community. I attended a
celebration for the birth of the Prophet once in Singaraja. A well-known Muslim speaker
was on the bill for the evening. I was surprised that a lot of his jokes were about sex
(between husband and wife, of course). Families often live in tight quarters so children
learn about sex early and in many ways are much more mature about it than Western
children. However, parents are parents around the world, and Indonesians keep on eye on
their daughters, so be warned. You may end up with a very pissed-off father (along with
his male relatives) at your house one day if you try to take things too far too fast.
Of course, a lot of this has to do with where your partner is from. There has been a lot
written on the internet about Javanese girls who come to Bali either to find a mate or do a
little business. But, while some are party girls, others are working locally in hotels or
other businesses that cater to tourists. The reality unfortunately is that if you end up with
a Javanese partner, many Balinese will assume that she is a hooker. You need to be aware
of this and be ready for some of the snide comments that may be made to, or about, your
partner. In the early years of our relationship, when my wife and I went down to the Kuta
area to shop or just get out of Singaraja for a day or two, we often ran into some of these
types of people.
Even if you have a Balinese partner, she may be subject to some snide remarks
particularly from the groups of young men that hang around warungs. This is one of those
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facts of life that arise in cross-cultural relationships. Once you have children, this will
change. If you have a good relationship with people in your village and your partner’s
family, you should experience no real problems.
Even after marriage, you may find that you partner (and I’m only talking about female
partners here as that is as far as my experience goes), remains quite shy about wandering
around naked in front of you. This is not uncommon so go slowly. Don’t try to push your
values or lifestyle on your partner. Sex is a culturally constructed concept and you need to
negotiate with your partner about what role sex is going to play in your relationship.

Gay and Lesbian Relationships
I’m a life long heterosexual (or a breeder as a gay friend likes to call me) so my
information on the gay life in Bali is second-hand. I do, however, have a number of gay
expat friends who live in Indonesia so I have some idea of the scene for gay guys. I have
to say that I don’t know any gay women – either expat or Indonesian. I know there is a
Lesbian scene, I just don’t know where or anything about it.
As for men, finding a partner is relatively easy for casual sex; finding a partner for a more
long-term relationship is a bit more difficult. Generally the same issues arise in gay
relationships as in heterosexual ones with the exception that gay relationships, while
generally tacitly accepted by most Balinese and Indonesians, are not usually openly
acknowledged. There is a large gay scene down in the Kuta area with a number of bars
specifically catering to gay expats and tourists. As a friend said recently, you can tell who
is gay by just exchanging glances.

The Short and Skinny
If you come to Bali looking for romance, you’ll most likely find it. It may not necessarily
be true love in the commonly accepted Western sense of true love, but it can be and it can
be great. I’ve been married for 18 years to the same lovely Indonesian woman, and while
we’ve had our trials due to cross-cultural misunderstandings, I’m here for the long run.
So hang loose, take your time, follow cultural rules and standards, and enjoy yourself.
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Chapter 4: Children and Schools
An increasing number of expatriate families move to Bali each year. Some of these
families have already secured employment – generally in the tourist or education fields.
For them, relocating to Bali is relatively easy; they will usually be offered housing and
schooling as part of their expat package. Their main questions tend to be about their new
neighborhood, their new school, medical issues, and shopping.
However, an increasing number of expat families are moving to Bali without the benefits
of having a job waiting for them. Quite often these families are coming for a period from
a few months to a year or two in order to try out the waters for future permanent
relocation.
Families with children have some very real concerns about moving to Bali, especially if
they have limited experience on the island. Issues about health are always of concern to
parents. You can find information about this in the section on medical issues.
A second issue that concerns expats, especially those coming to Bali for a job assignment,
is how their child will fit in – friends, schools, language and other areas of adjustment.
Children who live in another culture for an extended period are commonly known as
Third Culture Kids.

Third Culture Kids
Third culture kids (also known as TCKs) are children who have spent a significant part of
their childhood in another culture. They create a synthesis of their home culture
(sometimes just the culture of their parents as they may not have spent much time
“home”) and the culture that they are living in, and thus come up with a third culture.
Third culture kids are known for being more comfortable with others like them than they
are with children in either their home country or the country that they live in.
Ruth Hill Unseem coined the term TCK while she was doing fieldwork in India with her
children. There are a variety of types of TCKs: military brats; children of missionaries,
diplomats and business people; and children of international teachers. There are websites
dedicated to TCKs.
TCKs have a number of characteristics. A few of them are:
● They are highly mobile
● They are politically aware
● They speak more than one language
● They make friends easily
● They tend to become expatriates themselves when they become adults
● They tend to be highly educated
● They tend to be less prejudiced than non-TCKs
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But living an expatriate life as a child has some downsides as well. TCKs tend to:
● Have difficulties with commitment
● Have to work on their sense of who they are
● Feel different from others
● Have issues with feelings of powerlessness
● Have feelings of rootlessness and restlessness
If you raise your children in Bali, they will become TCKs. Is that a bad thing? No, I don’t
think so if you balance out the positives and negatives. I know a number of young adults
who have been TCKs and without exception they are all mature, worldly, and highly
responsible. The role of parents with these children is to discuss their life in a different
culture and help them along with the inevitable difficulties that they will face along the
way.
Parents with small children are often concerned about their children having playmates.
Finding Indonesian playmates is very easy, the kids just need to go outside and they’ll
have more playmates than they’ll need. Expat children are especially popular because of
their exoticness. Some Indonesian parents want their children to have expat children to
play with because they want them to develop their English language skills.
If you live in one of the areas popular with expats, this is not much of a problem. There
are organized playgroups in some areas, and generally expats link up through the usual
networking that you find anywhere in the world where there are large numbers of expats.
For expatriate families who are moving permanently or for a long period of time,
schooling is probably the major issue. There are a number of options for continuing your
child’s education. These are: 1) international schools; 2) national plus schools; 3) national
schools; 4) tutoring; 5) home schooling.
Once, not all that long ago (OK, it has been close to two decades now), there was only
one school in Bali serving the expat community – Bali International School. Now there
are a variety of choices. The diversity of educational options came about partly because
some parents were concerned that their children were not being prepared for re-entry into
their home country; partly it was because as the expat community grew and spread out
around the south (you’ll note that almost all of the schools serving expats are located in
the southern expat ghetto), issues arouse about travel time to and from school; partly it
was because of philosophical differences with the schools that existed at the time.
Because of all of these factors, there are now a number of options for parents based on
educational philosophy, geographical location, availability of financial resources, and
issues relating to home country repatriation.
Fees generally range from around $3000 - $8,000 per year per child. This certainly isn’t
inexpensive, but if parents want their children to have an international class education,
they need to pay for it. This is especially true overseas because of the cost of teachers.
Even if teachers are paid what I consider a very minimal $2000 per month, if you have
eight teachers, the school already has an annual budget of approximately $200,000. Then
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there are expenses for teaching materials, technology, building maintenance, government
fees, insurance, and more. I’ve run an international school before and it is not cheap.
Years ago I was asked about starting up an international school in Bali; when I gave the
parents an estimate on first year costs, they couldn’t believe it. They thought that they
could get away with paying teachers $500 a month, but you generally get what you pay
for, and if you want a good school with an outstanding staff, you need to offer them more
incentives than just living on the island of Bali. They can go to most international schools
around Asia and make $3,000 a month easily if they have experience. Well, enough on
that. Here is the most recent list of schools serving the expat community in Bali:
Bali International School is the oldest international school on the island and has a
generally excellent reputation, although it has developed its detractors over the years as
other schools have sprung up around the island. The school recently changed directors
once again. By my count they have had three in the last seven years, which isn’t a good
sign.
At the time that I’m writing this, the school has a new website, and while I like the rather
minimalist design, the information, unfortunately is rather minimal as well. Two
examples are the lack of information on the curriculum page as well as the lack of
information on the employment page.
The school was established in 1986 and is a non-profit, non-denominational school. It
covers students from Preschool to Grade 12. BIS is an IBO World School, which means
that it has the PYP, MYP, and IB programs. BIS is accredited by WASC.
BIS is located on a large campus in Sanur just off the By-Pass. It has a 25 meter
swimming pool, a multipurpose covered sports area, IT labs, a music with individual
studios, science labs, air conditioned classrooms, a multipurpose hall where assemblies
and productions are held and a library with over 36,000 books.
Classes are taught by certified teachers from a variety of countries. Contact the school for
more information on employment opportunities.
Australian International School has a curriculum designed especially for Australian
students. AIS has four schools located in Indonesia: two in Java, one in Kalimantan, and
one in Bali. AIS Bali serves children from pre-school through Grade 12. The primary
curriculum is based on Victoria standards, and the secondary curriculum is based on the
Australian Capital Territories curriculum. The school’s main goals are to provide a global
education and prepare students for university education.
AIS focuses on instilling a desire for academic excellence along with creating a strong
school-home relationship. Students are expected to work collaboratively and develop
their academic and personal qualities.
AIS works on mainstreaming students who have learning difficulties or disabilities, but is
also able to provide specialist support. This is a key area for some parents who have
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children with a disability that requires that they have extra support. In many small
schools, it is not possible to provide this kind of specialist support. The fact that AIS does
provide this assistance sets it apart from many other expat-oriented schools in Bali.
AIS is located in Krobokan on a secure campus (unfortunately important these days) with
purpose-built facilities in Balinese style. For those of you who are not familiar with
educational jargon, a purpose-built facility means that AIS was designed to be a school.
Many small schools are located in old homes or other structures which are modified in
one way or another for use as a school. There are around 150 students on campus, so
while this is not a tiny school, it is still fairly small.
The facilities at the school include: a computer lab, a special room for art and music, a
library, playgrounds, a café, and a multi-purpose court used for a variety of athletic
activities.
From Kindergarten through Grade 6, the curriculum is integrated and uses an inquirybased approach. While there are “core” subjects that receive special emphasis such as
math, English, science and social studies, other subjects such as Indonesian language, PE,
art, music and technology are also emphasized.
From years 7-10, the core subjects are math, English, social studies, science, technology,
the arts, PE, and Indonesian. In the last two years of study at AIS, students have a variety
of electives to choose from in addition to continuing to study the core courses. Upon
completion of the final two years at AIS, students are fully accredited to enter university
in Australia or elsewhere around the world.
AIS considers IT to be an important part of their program. Students in the younger grades
focus on the learning the basics and see how technology can be used to solve real
problems. Higher level students study design issues for websites as well as for designing
games and multimedia applications.
Like all good international schools, AIS offers a variety of extra-curricular activities that
include arts and athletics. Some of these are: chess club, cricket, photography, badminton,
baseball, soccer, softball, volleyball, etc. Let’s not forget that famous Aussie sport –
netball. I love watching netball.
Canggu Community School is a non-profit private school serving both the international
and local communities in the South Bali area; it uses the British National Curriculum and
employs certified foreign teachers. CCS was established in 2001. There are over 300
students enrolled at the school in grades Pre-school to Year 8. CCS has a secure, purposebuilt facility on a hectare of land. This school is located out in the boondocks of Canggu
and if you are living in the Kuta/Legian/Seminyak area, it will take 15-30 minutes to get
to school depending on the traffic.
CCS was built with Australian standards in mind; classrooms are 850 square feet and are
quite bright. Each classroom has air-conditioning that the teacher uses at his/her
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discretion as the buildings are insulated against heat and humidity. The school has an IT
lab with one computer per student. All computers have internet access, and CCS sees IT
as an important part of a students education. Additionally, CCS has a science lab, a music
room, a library, and a multi-function Hall that they use for PE.
Parents who wish to enroll their child in school, need to make an appointment and should
bring their child with them. Expats who wish to enroll their child before they arrive in
Bali can contact the school and fill out an e-application. Canggu has a waiting list at all
grade levels, and priority is given to siblings of current students. CCS is
Children are enrolled in a grade based on their age as of August 1. The school website has
a very informative placement schedule which shows equivalent grades in other national
systems compared to the CCS placement system. And just a note for that small group of
parents who have “gifted” children who just have to be placed in a higher grade than their
age dictates, the school website specifically says that higher placements will not be done.
The school has set a maximum limit of 22 students in Year 4 and below, and 24 students
in Year 5 and above. This is a fairly large classroom size for international schools.
Generally international schools limit classroom size to 18 if at all possible.
CCS is not one of the cheapest schools in Bali. It is interesting that on their very nicely
presented website, their fee information is two years old which makes me wonder if it has
been increased since then. However, based on the 2006-2007 academic year, the cost for
a Pre-school student is $3,300 per year; $5,000 per year for students in Grades 1-6; and
$6,000 for students in Year 7. They also have a late fee of 5%, but also have discounts for
families with more than one child: 5% for a second child, 10% for a third child, and 15%
for a fourth child.
In addition to the tuition, there is an annual building fee of $250 for Pre-school students,
and $500 for Grades 1-7. New students pay a one-time registration fee of $300 for Preschool, and $600 for other students.
The school website has an excellent Pupil-Parent Handbook in pdf format. If you are
interested in this school either for your child or as a possible place of employment, I
suggest that you download it.
Employment for Teachers
Prospective teachers are required to have a teaching credential, excellent language and
writing skills, a commitment to professional development, and an understanding of the
use of ICT across the curriculum. It is advantageous for the prospective teacher to have
updated first-aid qualifications, and training in ESL.
While the curriculum is based on the British National Curriculum, it has been adapted for
international use. Students in Years 2-6 take the SATs. Other assessment is school-based.
CCS has an after school activities programs and teachers are required to sponsor one
activity per week.
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The school has a number of specialist teachers on staff. They are currently in an
expansion mode so they are expanding their staff. You can find out about available
positions on the school website.
Teacher contracts are generally given for a two-year period. Salaries are based on a
teacher’s qualifications and experience and thus are not listed on the school website.
Benefits include: assistance with airfare and relocation, housing allowance, medical
insurance, and a long-term bonus that is paid after four years of service at the school.
Applications should be emailed to the school. An application should include: full name,
date of birth, residential address, contact details, professional experience, educational
background, professional development, and the name of three referees. Interviews are
done in Bali or London. If it is not possible to have a face-to-face interview, a telephone
interview or video conference is possible.
Doremi School is a small school located in the Renon area of Denpasar. It serves both
Indonesian and foreign children. It has a Preschool, Primary school and Secondary
school. The school uses a mixed curriculum from Singapore and the United States.
Doremi also uses the Indonesian curriculum in the Primary and Secondary schools.
Doremi has a wide variety of facilities including a pool, a computer lab, sports fields, airconditioned classrooms, a science lab, and a library. The website has a list of school fees
so the cost is very transparent; plan on paying around Rp. 1,000,000 per month.
Sunrise School is another school in Bali that it is located in Kerobokan in the south of
Bali. Sunrise was founded in 2000, and uses the British National Curriculum. Unlike
many of the more traditional international schools in Bali, Sunrise talks a lot on its
website about holistic education. The school’s motto is think globally, act locally, feel
totally. OK.
The school currently has around 95 students from Playgroup (age 3 through Grade 7 (age
12). The school’s philosophy leads it to emphasize the interconnectedness of everything.
As it says, it endeavors to get students to “understand the cosmos is a whole, a unity, and
a fantastically complex system of relationships.” Additionally, it notes that “any
information that is destructive to humanity is unnatural and not valuable. Good
knowledge must defend culture and humanity.”
The school obviously has thought out its principles and has organized the school around
these principles. This school is for students who have parents whose belief system is in
line with the schools. They probably don’t serve McDonalds here for lunch.
Sunrise school does give achievement tests to its students from Grades 3 and up in
reading and math. Sunrise participates in sports competitions with other national plus and
international schools in Bali.
Admission to Sunrise School is based on whether or not the school principal and teachers
feel that a student will benefit academically, socially, personally and emotionally from
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being a students at Sunrise. Students will only be admitted provisionally until complete
records from previous schools are on file at Sunrise.
There are three major groups of fees at Sunrise: Development Fee, Resource Fee and
Tuition Fees. The total annual costs run from $2,770 for Playgroups students to $5,530
for Secondary students. Other fees include luncheon, sports trips and excursions. The
costs of these fees are variable. Fees may be paid by the term or annually. Late payments
will result in a fine. There is a 5% discount for parents with more than one child in the
school.
Green School will be opening in Bali in September 2008. Take a look at the school
website – it has a lovely design and is filled with information about the school. Green
School is influenced by the Steiner-Waldorf educational paradigm. Waldorf is an
integrated approach to education that emphasizes interdisciplinary leaning and focuses on
developing the whole child. In other words, this is holistic education.
The school is located on an eight-hectare campus along the Ayung River in Sibang Kaja
about 15 minutes north of Denpasar and 20 minutes southwest of Ubud. Facilities at the
school include: a gym, sports field, classrooms, libraries and labs along with a variety of
environmental and entrepreneurial projects. Green School will be offering boarding
facilities beginning in Fall 2009.
The school uses an integrated curriculum that combines academic content with a handson approach that allows students to apply what they learn in school to real life situations
such as environmental and entrepreneurial projects.
The Steiner-influenced approach is combined with an IB framework. The curriculum is
based on the content, goals and assessments of the New South Wales school system in
Australia. Assessment will take a variety of forms including the use of standardized tests.
Major content areas are math, science, language arts, social studies, a foreign language,
arts and technology. All of this will be taught within the IB framework. While many areas
of the curriculum, some content areas such as math will be taught as discrete subjects as
well as being integrated into the themes approach that IB is known for. The school
website says that they plan on having an education to prepare students for the 21 st
century.
Green School is seeking recognition from IBO and accreditation from the Council of
International Schools (CIS). A sample curriculum is online for easy downloading.
Green School will serve students from Preschool through Grade 8 this year. Additional
grades may be added next year. Application forms are online. The fees are fairly hefty.
The run from a $250 building fee and $1450 tuition for Preschool students to an $850
building fee and $8950 tuition for students from years 7-10.
Plans are to have class sizes of 16-18 with one western-trained teacher and one
Indonesian-trained teacher in each classroom as well as a teaching assistant.
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The school does employ international teachers and has a section on its website for
teachers seeking employment. Prospective teachers can send a cover letter and a resume
to the school. Green School is looking for teachers with 3-5 years of experience and IB or
Steiner/Waldorf experience.
Pelangi Learning Center is a non-profit bilingual school located in Ubud. It opened in
2006 and has more than 30 children in classes from Playgroup through Grade 3. The
school has plans to add additional grades each year. It provides a holistic, multi-cultural
child-centered education. It has students that are mixed Indonesian-international,
expatriate, and local Balinese. The school uses both international and Indonesian
teachers. The curriculum is a mix of the Indonesian national curriculum and the American
Creative Curriculum for Preschool. The EC program is bilingual and children are taught
in Indonesian and English. the website is out of date and should be updated soon for
potential expat admissions.
Sanur Independent School, is a co-educational, multi-national school, offering education
to children from Kindergarten age through to Year 7. The school offers a western-style
education in the English language to both expatriate and Indonesian students. SIS was
founded in 1996 to meet the growing demand for schools for expat children. Teaching is
done in English and children need to have a basic grasp of English to enter SIS as they do
not have the resources for teaching ESL students.
A Board of Directors, the Principal, and a representative of the yayasan run the school.
While parents do have input, decisions ultimately rest with the school leadership. SIS
does have a parent organization that assists the school in fundraising and organizing
social events.
The school day runs from 9:00 am until 3:00. Children eat lunch at school and may order
lunch from an outside caterer. Bus service is available for students living in Sanur, Nusa
Dua, and Seminyak. Students pay a fee for this service at the beginning of each term.
Reports are given twice a year in December and June. An open house is held during the
third week of each school year to inform parents of the teachers’ programs and the school
routines. Parent-teacher conferences are held in January each year. In other words, SIS is
very traditional in its organization.
As with many schools serving the expat and Indonesian communities, the curriculum at
Sanur Independent School is a mixture of curricula from England, Australia, America and
Indonesia. Schools with expat populations work with a combined curriculum so that
students are easier able to make the transition back to their home countries at the end of
their stay in Bali. It should be noted that the school does not teach the Indonesian
National Curriculum. This can be a handicap for Indonesian students who expect to enter
the Indonesian education system at a later point in their life, as they are required to take
national exams in years six and nine.
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There are eight key learning areas at SIS. These are: math, English, health and PE,
foreign language, science, social studies, technology and the arts. The school employs
specialist teachers for technology, sports, art and music. The school has an extensive
website but no information on employment opportunities.
SIS works to develop each child as an individual and help them reach their full potential.
The school emphasizes the right of students to an education while having fun and yet
maintaining a sense of discipline and respect for their teachers.
Sanur Independent School charges an initial $450 registration fee along with a $350
capital levy. Tuition fees are $775 per term or $3,100 per year. Late fees are assessed and
there is a 5% discount for paying for the school year in advance.
I’ve never been to this school, but I’ve had several reports from parents who are very
pleased with the education provided at SIS.
Sekolah Dyatmika , is an independent, bilingual national plus school with both
Indonesian and expatriate faculty. It is located in Sanur, Bali. It uses an Indonesian
curriculum and University of Cambridge International Examinations curricula. These are
taught using international teaching methodologies. The school serves students from
Preschool through Grade 12. There are about 300 students currently studying at
Dyatmika. Class sizes are relatively high for international standards with 24 students per
class in the upper grades to 20 per class in the early childhood classes.
Sekolah Dyatmika hires international teachers, and they have a career section on their
website. They are currently not seeking teachers.
The guiding principles of the school are:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

moral integrity,
religious and social tolerance,
intellectual capacity,
broad knowledge,
civic responsibility,
cultural preservation, and
sensible management of the natural environment

Facilities at the school include a sports area, library, music room, two computer labs, two
science labs and, of course, classrooms. The school sponsors extra-curricular activities as
well as community projects such as the annual clean-up day.
Senior students are prepared to pass both the Indonesian national exams as well the
University of Cambridge International Examinations.
No information is given on the website regarding admissions other than a contact address.
Hmm, what does that mean about tuition costs?
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Lollypop Preschool is the Bali incarnation of this chain of preschools found around
Indonesia. Classes are for students from ages 1.5 to 6. Tuition is not listed on the school
website. Lollypop is located in Denpasar. Facilities include: swimming pool, computer
room, music room, clinic, gym and outdoor/indoor recreation areas. The website is out of
date. Academically these little tykes study reading, music, math, language arts,
Indonesian, Mandarin, character building, computers, and more. Sounds like a like for
these little guys.
Asian International School is located in Denpasar by Udayana University. The school
occupies a 20,000 square meter complex. It has two academic blocks with classrooms,
libraries and labs. All classrooms are air-conditioned. The school also has a cafeteria and
multi-purpose sports complex in addition to recreation areas for the little once. There is a
health clinic staffed with two qualified doctors and nurses.
AIS uses the Cambridge Primary Programme, IGCSE (O-level) and A/AS levels. They
follow the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi in running the school with an emphasis on
community service and non-violence. The website talks about the teacher being a guide
rather than a final authority. Each classroom is created to fit the needs of each child.
AIS has three principles of “True Teaching.” These are:
1. Nothing can be taught.
2. The mind has to be consulted on its own growth.
3. Work from near to far, from that which is to that which will be
The school accepts both expatriate and Indonesian students from the ages of two through
Grade 12. No information on the website is given regarding tuition.
AIS does hire international teachers although they have no specific hiring information on
their website. You can find out more about this by email the school.

Homeschooling
Homeschooling is definitely an option for the expatriate, but it has a number of
drawbacks as well as positives. Let’s take a look at some of these.
Materials are difficult to come by in Bali and will need to be bought back home for the
most part. Singapore has excellent educational materials in the large bookstores. You can
purchase most of what you will need during a visa run or a family vacation.
A lot of schooling is the social interaction. Home schooling by its very nature restricts
that interaction. You might have control over what your child learns, but they will miss
out on what I consider to be one of the main aspects of school.
There are many websites and forums devoted to the home schooling community. Check
them out and see how they can help you. Do some networking with other homeschoolers
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in Bali; you can share resources, especially if you’re in the same area. You can also look
for online schools and download curriculum from many of the international schools
around the world as well as the national curricula from your home country.
An offshoot of homeschooling is taking courses online from an accredited institution. I
know a few students that have taken this route and their parents fill in the gaps and act in
an advisory role. You can find online classes easily on the internet.

National Plus Schools
Over the past ten years, a private school system known as National Plus schools has
developed in Indonesia. Bali now has a number of National Plus schools. These schools
use a curriculum that mixes national and international elements. National Plus schools
usually use English as one of the main teaching languages and often have at least a few
expat teachers on the staff. Tuition for National Plus schools is lower than international
schools but still fairly high if you are living on a fixed budget.

Tutoring
Some parents decide not to enroll their children in school and yet are uncomfortable with
Homeschooling. This leaves them with the option of tutoring – essentially private
individual lessons. Generally tutoring involves the tutor (usually someone with teaching
experience) coming to the student’s home for a set period of time and teaching them an
agreed upon curriculum. I know of only a few parents who have taken this approach, and
they were short-term visitors. The main problem with tutoring is hiring a tutor who does
not have a work permit. This makes both the employer and the employee guilty of
breaking the immigration laws. If you want to use this option, proceed with great care.

Local Schools
For families who cannot afford the cost of an international or National Plus school, it is
possible to send children to the local schools, but teaching is in Indonesian, and the
facilities are generally of low quality. There will be three choices of local schools – the
government schools, private schools and religious schools (usually Catholic). While it
seems logical that a private school would be of higher quality than a public school, this is
not necessarily the case. Ask your neighbors about the schools if you plan on sending
your child to a local school. My children attend a private school in Singaraja which costs
more than the government school. It has fairly good facilities and actually the educational
quality is better at the higher grades than at the lower ones. If you are intending to
repatriate at some stage, you might not want to send your child to a local school although
the curriculum in many content areas is quite similar to the curriculum that you would
find in many international schools. The main difference will be in the teaching
methodologies employed by the teachers. To give you an idea of some of the difference,
read this article that I wrote a few months ago for expat website on Indonesia.
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What I’d Teach the Teachers
International teachers who teach in a developing country generally teach at the best
schools that the country has to offer. Quite often national students are not allowed to
attend those schools, or the tuition is too high for them to afford. In many developing
countries, there are a variety of choices for national students: government schools, private
schools (either religious or non-sectarian), and international schools. From my
experience, the average national school in developing countries is on par with the worst
of our schools in the United States. There are many reasons for this - money (for
facilities, resources, training and salaries) being the main one.
It's heartening to see so many international schools develop community projects that
revolve around helping the local schools. But, like international aid projects, those kinds
of programs can only do so much. Developing countries need to develop and fund their
education systems, and the rich and powerful need to be leading that fight. When rich
Indonesians or Indians or Pakistanis can put their kids in private schools, they have little
incentive to improve the national education system.
I'll be honest about this. My wife and I became more involved with the local schools
when our own children left the international school system and entered the national
school system. It's time that the movers and shakers got moving and shaking on
improving Indonesian schools. What follows are some of my thoughts on Indonesian
education, starting with what I know best - teachers.
Let me start off with a little background. First, I started teaching 32 years ago, and I’ve
taught students from ages 3 to age 60. What’s that mean? I’ve either been fairly good at
what I do, or I’ve been lucky, or I’m an expert at CYA. Most probably a bit of all three.
Second, I have a lot of respect for many of the Indonesian teachers that I’ve met – they
work for peanuts in crumbling schools with few resources and little parent support (not to
blame the parents either as most of the ones that I know are occupied with trying to
scratch out a living and provide as best they can for their children). My wife and I give as
much support to the schools as possible, but here are a few things that I’d like to teach the
teachers.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Don’t teach to the test
Students will respond to interesting lessons
Long fingernails may be personally irritating, but they don’t have much to
do with education.
Use your time wisely.
Individualized education is a possibility.
Listen to what students have to say, you might be surprised at what you
hear.
Professional development, professional development, professional
development.
Parents are Partners – include them in the education of their child
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●

Organize and develop a real teachers’ organization.

Don’t Teach to the Test
This isn’t just for Indonesian teachers, although the amount of time that my children
spend cramming for the national exams is outrageous and takes away precious time that
could be used for some real learning, i.e. that is developing knowledge and
understanding, not memorizing facts and figures. Barack Obama said something very
interesting recently in a speech in Virginia when he was discussing education. He said
that the US needs to expect excellence from our students, but that we need to stop
teaching to the test. High stakes testing is found everywhere these days; it’s time that we
all realize that doing well on a test is not the same as education. Take a look at the 21 st
Century Literacy movement. It’s where we need to go.
Students will respond to interesting lessons
Reading from the book (when students have them) and parroting back answers is boring.
It’s boring for the students and boring for the teachers. Bring in outside resources, get the
students to do the presenting, break them up into groups and have a debate, let your
personality come through in your lessons. One of the things I almost never hear an
Indonesian student say about their teacher is that he/she is interesting or cool or fun.
Education shouldn’t be a drag.
Long Fingernails and Hair
I don’t know how many times I’ve watched a child run back in the house because they
just figured out that they might get punished by the teacher for having fingernails that are
too long or hair that needs a trim. I thought the hair thing went out in the 70s. Take a look
at the hair on kids on TV; quite a number of the cool ones are a bit shaggy. Shaggy might
be cool. I can’t quite figure out why my kids are more concerned with the length of their
hair and nails than with their homework.
Use your time wisely
The school day for most Indonesian children is short enough as it is – my son in 6 th grade
does a period a day less than my students do. That’s ok if you use all of the time for
teaching, but what about all the days that kids spend hanging out doing basically nothing
around exam times, and the days spent sweeping the school? The schools should have a
sufficient janitorial staff to take care of these duties. Provide some jobs for the folks that
need them.
Individualized education is a possibility
We can individualize our teaching. I watched an Indonesian teacher at a “good” school
spent forty-five minutes on a lesson that most kids had figured out in 15 minutes because
a few kids didn’t get it. One size fits all only in cheap nightgowns. Students learn and
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work at their own pace; we can keep them engaged if we give them lessons that challenge
them. A class that is always all on the same page may look good to someone, but it most
likely won’t be to the students.
Listen to what students have to say
Students have a lot to say about a lot of things. They think, they question, they want to
understand how the world works and that means that they have to work at it. They’ll get
more from telling you about a concept or an issue or what algorithm works best for them,
than they will from you telling them about it. What ideas and backgrounds and mindsets
are they bringing to class? That’s where we need to start. It’s old hat now in Western
education to say that teachers should be guides rather than the final authority, and most of
us have gotten that (well, I hope so). According to Edgar Dale’s book, Audio-Visual
Methods in Technology: "After 2 weeks we tend to remember 10% of what we read, 20%
of what we hear, 30% of what we see, 50% of what we hear and see, 70% of what we say
[and] 90% of what we both say and do." It’s time this lesson reached Indonesia.
Professional Development
I can’t stress enough how much good PD has done for my teaching and my understanding
of what it is that I do everyday. And there’s still so much to learn. Read about your
subject, think about it, talk about it, discuss it with your colleagues. Push for PD. See
below for more.
Parents are Partners
As a teacher, I know that some parents can be irritating, rude, and difficult to deal with,
but the overwhelming majority want what’s best for their children, and they will support
a communicative teacher with all their resources. Let them know what the homework is,
give them regular updates on how their children are doing, create a school or class
newsletter. Have an open house night for parents to see what’s going on in the classroom.
Get them to provide extra resources if they have them. Children will be more responsible
for their education if they know that there is regular communication between school and
home.
Organize
Teachers need to be paid more, they need professional resources, they need professional
development, they need modern technology in the classrooms. They won’t be given all
this by bureaucrats and politicians. They have to demand it, and they need to do it with
their students and their parents as partners. It’s time that the government takes education
seriously and realizes that by shortchanging children today, they’re shortchanging the
country tomorrow.
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Chapter 5: Housing: Is there an available supply of housing,
what are the costs and what are the issues?
Housing is a key issue for the potential expat; it’s the key issue for most people in the
world, but if you are living in a tropical country you want to have a nice place to rest your
head at night. You may have dreamt about living in a hut, but trust me you won’t like
that. Been there and done that.
Whether you rent, buy or build (I’ll deal with these issues shortly), you need to find a
location. One of the most frequently asked questions is how to find a place and where
should it be located. Let’s look at finding a place first.

Finding a Place
If you were looking for a house in the United States, you would most likely use the want
ads in the newspaper, ask friends, consult a real estate agent, or do a tour of the area that
you are interested in. Finding a house in Bali isn’t much different. You can do any or all
of the four. There are a number of newspapers in Bali – the Bali Times, The Bali
Advertiser, the Bali Post – which have real estate ads. Real estate agencies have sprung
up over the past five years or so, but they tend to be expensive. There are a number of
developments targeted toward foreign retirees like the Puri Bendesa II resort. While these
types of developments seem to be increasing, they aren’t cheap, but they do offer the
prospective expat an easy way to “purchase” a retirement home in Bali. These places are
also advertised as an income producer, but with so many villas and projects being
developed in Bali these days, I wonder just how well people really do who purchase on of
these properties with the idea of making a significant income.
Friends and forums are excellent places to find a house. Friends can give you prices as
well as locations, and forums can do pretty much the same, although you really need to
follow forum etiquette if you want help. Do not do as some potential expats do and write
a post that says, “Where can I find a house in Bali?” You may get some help, but more
likely you’ll be chastised by forum members for your rather abrupt statement. Walking
around is an excellent way to find places to rent or buy, especially in the south of Bali
where there’s a high population density and a lot of houses just made for foreigners –
tourist or expat.
Location, location, location
Sorry I couldn’t help myself with this sub-heading. I get so many emails about what
location in Bali is best, that I’ve created a template to use when answering that question.
The factors that I consider important when looking for the location of a house in Bali are:
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Nightlife – Are you a person who likes to hit the clubs, see and be seen, have a few
drinks at the local pub, dance until the sun comes up? You need to decide on how much
and what kinds of entertainment you need to be happy. Most of the really fancy
restaurants are located in the south or in Ubud. The same goes for clubs. The south stays
open very late because it caters to the tourist trade; most other areas of Bali roll up the
street fairly early, although if you find a spot you like, the owner will probably be happy
to stay open a little later than usual if you and your friends are partying away.
Beaches – Are you a surfer? Like to play in the waves? Are you happy snorkeling around
looking at coral? Do you like white sand or black? Bali has a lot of beaches and they are
quite different. The beaches on the Kuta side of the island are good for surfing. The
beaches have great waves and white sand. Go to the north and you find black sand and
almost no waves, but you can snorkel up there. The east side of the island has black sand
as well. Go to the west side of the island and you find some more surfing and more white
sand. If you need to be around surf, but don’t want to live in the south, I’d recommend
trying the area around Medewi. It has excellent surf and you’re close enough to the south
to make shopping trips there relatively painless.
Climate – Sure Bali is an island in the tropics, but mountains divide the island and that
creates a different environment in the north from the south. The north is drier than the
south. You can grow grapes along the north coast. The mountain areas are cool with a lot
of rain and great for growing fruits and vegetables.
Expat neighbors – Some expats just need to be around other expats. They want to feel
like they are at home without being at home. There are some gated communities of
foreigners in Bali where nationalities group together. If you want to live like that, you
need to check with some of the forums and see where folks are gathering. But, the closer
you are to groups of expats, the higher the prices go for just about everything.
Shopping – Well, you can shop anywhere in Bali depending on what you want. Every
community has a local market. Try to visit early in the morning (I mean early like 6:00)
to get the best produce or meat. Some areas will not have the produce that you’re looking
for. You can do your shopping in the south for those hard to get items, especially things
that Westerners really like such as cheese and wine. See the shopping section for more
information. We live in the north and take a trip to the south once a month to do our hardto-get shopping done.
Price – Just like anywhere else in the world, location equals price. If you want to be
down in the south or up in Ubud, you’re going to pay for the location. Land prices are
outrageous in the heavy tourist areas. You get more bang for the buck in places like the
Singaraja area than you will in Sanur or Seminyak or Ubud.
Population density – I like a slower lifestyle with less traffic, less pollution from motor
vehicles, and less people generally. Accordingly, I chose the north to live. I give up some
conveniences for my choice, but I don’t like to feel like a sardine. That being said, even
sleepy old Singaraja seems to be growing in leaps and bounds these days. A local hotel
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owner told me recently that more and more expats are moving to the Singaraja area.
They’re probably looking for just what I was years ago.
So these are the factors that I would consider when picking an area for living. Now let’s
look at the buy-rent-build question.

Buy – Rent - Build
If you rent the positives are:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

You aren’t responsible for upkeep, which can be a considerable pain in the
tropics. Houses age in the tropics at a very fast rate.
Unless you plan on living in Bali for a very long time, renting can be considerably
cheaper.
If you don’t like the place that you are renting, or the neighborhood in which you
are living, you can move.
You don’t have to pay taxes or deal with government officials.
Should the government issue new regulations for expats, you can always move
back home or to another country.
Your initial capital outlay is relatively minor unless you rent a luxury villa.
You don’t have to deal with the incredibly complex and potentially treacherous
waters that surround purchasing or leasing land.
Renting is fairly easy to arrange with just a good notary; you don’t really need a
lawyer unless you are renting a high-cost property.
You don’t have to deal with building contractors.

If you rent the negatives are:
●
●
●
●
●

You can’t remodel the place to your particular specifications without owner
approval.
The landlord can sell the place, and then you have to deal with a new landlord or
you may have to move.
The landlord may decide to increase the rent substantially when your lease is up,
meaning you have to pay more or move.
The money you pay out never comes back to you.
You won’t have the fun and satisfaction of designing and building your own
house.

Buying a House
Ok, so what if you don’t want to rent a house for a year or two or three, but want to
“own” a house. You can do that and the main advantage over renting is that you have a
place of your own for anywhere from 25 to 40 years or more. Read Chapter 6 for a
discussion of property rights in Bali.
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So let’s say that you go for the two most common approaches and take the lease or use
options and get Hak Sewa or Hak Pakai. First you need to find a house and then you need
to convince the owner to go along with the property option that you have chosen. This
could be a problem, but it could also be quite easy if you are paying what the owner
wants. So you know what you want to do, now how do you go about finding the house
you want and how much is it going to cost?
These days there is a plethora of housing options available in Bali for the expat that range
from $1,000 a year “Balinese-style” houses for rent to million dollar villas to buy. It is
possible now to find a house to fit any budget. A number of real estate companies have
moved into the Balinese market over the past decade. A few examples (which I am only
listing, not endorsing) are: Bali Karma Properties, Bali Property Information, and
Tropical Homes.
While using these companies obviates the difficulties of looking for a place to live on
your own, they tend to charge extremely high prices (compared with what you might be
able to negotiate on your own, not to mention what an Indonesian would pay for the same
property). An example is a five-room house located in the less popular north of Bali
which has a Balinese-style bathroom and which lists for about $42,000. That’s about 375
million for a five room house. That’s pretty steep, but I know a number of expats who
have paid far more than that. You can still find houses for sale up in the north for around
$20,000, but they are very basic and quite small.
Building your own house
Ok, let’s say that you want to build your own home. You have a dream about the house
that you’d like to live in and you figure that Bali will give you the opportunity to build it.
First, let’s see about real estate prices, and then we’ll look at what’s happening with
building costs.
Land prices continue to rise on Bali – some say that they are at an unrealistic level, and I
happen to be one of those people. Beach land in Bali has become extremely expensive
even in the less populated and less popular (with expats) Lovina area. I’ve heard that
sellers are asking one hundred million per are (that’s 100 square meters) for land on the
beach on the North Coast if you can find it.
Now to build a decent place you will probably want at least four are (100 square meters).
We have four are in Singaraja in the city and it’s cramped, but we have two houses built
on it. If you want a house with a garden, I’d say you probably want at least five are and
ten would be great. So now do the math. Five are on the beach will set you back Rp.
500,000,000. That’s about $55,000 USD just for the land. Now if you have a lot of
money that may be just fine with you, but if you are like me with just a modest amount of
money, you’re going to be pressing things to spend that much for just the land. Take a
look at these prices and then multiply them by at least 10 for the coveted beach areas in
the south of Bali.
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You can still buy inexpensive land up in the foothills in the north. We have a small 20 are
rambutan grove just outside of Singaraja and that land is now worth about 3 million per
are. When we bought it five years ago, the price was a third that. So for the price of a 100
square meter beach plot, you can buy 30 are up in the hills. Sure, you’re not on the beach,
but buy a motorcycle and drive down there.
We have a house on the Bali Sea in Singaraja and it’s lovely being on the ocean, but the
salt air is very hard on our electronics, as well as on the window fittings, the car and just
about everything else. So living by the sea definitely has some drawbacks. Plus, many
expats want to live on the sea, but then discover that they’d rather have a pool to swim in
than the ocean. What’s the point of paying premium land prices only to swim in a pool? I
have a hard time figuring out some expats.
You can either buy land from a real estate agent or directly from the owner. Buying land
from a real estate company means that you will be paying more for it than if you deal
directly with the owner. If you want to use a real estate agent, the complexities of buying
land are simplified, but, as I said, you pay for it. If you want to buy land directly from the
owner, this can be done in several ways: word of mouth (someone is always selling land
and if you are on the ground in Bali, you can put the word out that you’re looking and it’s
quite likely that you’ll hear of a number of properties for sale; wander around the area
where you want to live and you’ll see signs up advertising land for sale; look for ads in
the local papers.
When you are preparing to purchase land, you need to watch for some of these things:
●

Road access: Make sure that you can access your property and that the “road” to
your property is actually a public road. I had a friend who assumed that the “road”
to his beach property was a public road when in fact it was private. When the land
was sold the new owner turned the road into sawah. My friend ended up
purchasing extra land from another neighbor so that he could drive his car up to
his house from the main road. It cost him plenty.

●

Water access: Is there city or village running water going to your property or will
you have to dig a well? If you have to dig a well, how far down will you have to
go to hit water? Check on this with your neighbors before you purchase.

●

Electricity: Are there electrical lines running by your property? How much will it
cost to have the electricity brought to your new house? Will you need to purchase
and install a generator? The more remote and cheaper the land, the less likely that
you will have electricity already there. Factor this into the purchase price. A good
generator is not cheap, and, as we found out, a cheap generator has a short life
expectancy.

●

The contour of the land: How much landscaping will you need to do if you
purchase property up in the hills? What happens when the rainy season comes?
You could be in the way of water flowing downhill during the heavy rains. Are
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you close to a river that floods? We almost bought a small hotel years ago, until
one of the neighbors informed us that the river flooded regularly during the rainy
season and the hotel grounds became a small lake.
●

Your neighbors: How friendly are they? Most Balinese are wonderful neighbors,
but Indonesians have a different tolerance for noise than most Westerners. Do
they have teenagers who will be blasting rock around the clock. My friend does
and it’s very irritating. You cannot do what you might do in the West and ask them
to turn down the volume. Well, you can do it, but the odds that they will are quite
small. Indonesians love loud music. If you live in a small neighborhood like I do,
how many ceremonies will there be and how will they impact you? During the
wedding season in my kampung, the streets get closed down frequently and
parking becomes an issue.

●

The neighborhood: Why is the land for sale? Are there issues between the owner
and the banjar? What about religious structures on the property? I know a fellow
(now dead) who had an old abandoned family temple on his land. He insisted on
pulling it down despite warnings from the folks in the neighborhood. A poisonous
snake bit him a few days after he destroyed the temple. He died and it all seemed
to make sense to the neighbors. Don’t believe this? It is true, and it’s one of the
wonderful, mysterious things about Bali. There is another level of reality here.

●

Construction material access: If you are in a somewhat remote area, you need to
think about how difficult it will be to get construction material up to your building
site. Are you going to have to block a village road while you are constructing your
building? Think about the neighborhood if you are building in a highly populated
area. You may have to block off part of the street to store the sand and rock. Make
sure that you have a good relationship with your neighbors and the RT
(neighborhood government representative) and Kepala Desa (village head).

Now that you have the land, you need to build something on it. Next we look at the issue
of who is going to design and build the house, and what the materials will cost.

Building costs
If you get your information from some of the real estate sites on the internet, you will
find some very high estimates on the costs for building a house. On some of these sites
you’ll see costs estimated at (and I’ll use USD this time to give you an idea of just how
high these costs are) USD$120,000 to build a 100 square meter house. I checked on what
some new expats are paying and was given a quote of Rp. 3,000,000 per square meter.
That means that if you build a 100 square meter house, you’re paying 300 million for the
house alone. That’s pretty steep, Now it is certainly possible to spend this much if you
use one of these real estate sites to arrange the construction of your house or go for a high
end contractor, but you can do it much more cheaply depending on a number of factors.
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Building materials – these include sand; cement; rebar; steel; wiring and other electrical
supplies; rock; brick; plaster; paint (various prices depending on quality); wood; windows
and doors; ceramic tiles for the floors, kitchen and bathroom walls; tiles (genteng) for the
roof; toilets and plumbing materials; a solar heating system for hot water, or an electric
heater that you install in the bathroom.
Prices have continued to rise for building materials; building a house today is
substantially more expensive than five years ago when we built our last house in
Sumbawa. There are several ways to go about purchasing building materials: you can buy
them yourself and give them to your contractor – this way guarantees that you are
purchasing the best quality materials, or you can have your contractor purchase them as
part of the price for building the house. We’ve done both, and I recommend buying your
own materials – you get to control quality and price this way.
There is also the issue of what type of roofing you prefer. While many expats use the
usual Mediterranean type roofing tiles, some prefer the more traditional Balinese alangalang (grass) roofs. These should not be used if you live near the beach as the salt air will
destroy your roof quite quickly. However, if you live in a non-beach environment, you
may want to consider using this type of roof for the traditional qualities that it gives your
house. Good quality alang alang can last as long as 15 years from what I’ve been told.
Contractor costs – a contractor’s cost can vary greatly and so can the quality and
honesty of your contractor. Even seasoned expats who speak excellent Indonesian and
Balinese get ripped off by contractors (this happens all over the world though so it’s not
just an Indonesian thing). I know one long-term expat who used a contractor to build one
house and was very pleased with the results. When he used the same contractor for a
second house, he was presented with a bill for much more than the original agreement
when the contractor was halfway through with the house. In this case, he became too
trustworthy and didn’t do the close monitoring of costs that he did when building the first
house. Needless to say, he won’t be recommending that contractor to any other expats.
This leads to an interesting situation that you often find in Bali. There are a number of
people in business in Bali who only look at the short-term benefits, rather than at the
long-term results of their actions. In this case, the contractor may have made some
additional money out of the project, but he lost out on the money he would have made
from other expats with the recommendation from my friend.
Many expats begin building their house while they are still back in their home country
working or preparing for the big move. Do not leave the supervision of the construction
of your house to the contractor or even your “very close friends – just like family.” We’re
talking about a substantial sum of money for most Indonesians, and there will be many
temptations to cut corners or slow down the speed of construction.
Many years ago, I built a small restaurant. I would take off during the day to swim and
visit friends. The speed of construction seemed to be fairly slow to me, and I mentioned it
several times to the contractor who assured me that they were working as fast as possible.
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A neighbor with whom I was quite friendly told me that as soon as I left, all the workers
would go on break and frequently there would only be one man out of eight working
while the others watched, smoked cigarettes, had a coffee, or took a nap. I arrived home
unexpectedly shortly after that and sure enough there was only one man working
although they all jumped up when I arrived. Supervise the construction yourself. It will
pay off in the long run to stay in a hotel while you are building your dream house and
keep an eye on the daily construction.
Architect costs – many expats who aren’t architects hire an architect to design their
house. There are many local architects, as well as a number of expats now in this
business. Architect costs can be quite high so you need to shop around and get
recommendations from friends and former customers. We’ve designed all of our houses
ourselves with the help of a computer program. Once we finished, we would hire an
architect to do the blueprints for the city permit and add in plumbing and electricity. It
was much cheaper that way, and we prefer designing the houses ourselves.
Land preparation – you may have to bulldoze parts of your property, or cut down some
trees with massive root systems. This should be included in the price you negotiate with
your contractor.
Local building permits – You need to have a permit from the local authorities to build.
Your contractor can help you arrange this. Costs are generally reasonable.

Building a Pool
We don’t have a pool. I’ve never been a pool person. I love the water, but I need to be
doing something in the water and for me pools are boring. That being said, pools are
popular with expats and a lot of pool businesses have started up in Bali over the past ten
years. Even people who live on the ocean build pools so there must be something about
them that is attractive or is it just the status of having your own pool?
As with most things in Bali, recommendations are best. Get a price and work from there.
You’ll need to maintain the pool, but you can buy the materials that you need in Bali now
and if you live in a tourist area, you can get a company to maintain the pool for you. If
you don’t live in a tourist area, you’ll need to figure out how to do the maintenance by
yourself or arrange to have a company come out to your house to maintain the pool for
you.
You can expect to pay somewhere between 70 and 110 million to build a pool that is 7
meters by 4 meters by 1.6 meters. That’s a big gap. The 40 million difference is enough to
support a large expat family on for a few months so do your homework and check with
other expats, see their pool and talk to their builder.
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Chapter 6: Property Issues: What are the laws pertaining to
owning property?
Stories are legion about foreigners who have been cheated out of their money and land
when buying property in Bali. People tend to get starry-eyed and act with less caution
than they would if they were buying property in their home country. You need to proceed
slowly and with caution. I’ve been amazed by the number of seemingly rational
professional people who give large amounts of money to Indonesians that they barely
know in order to purchase land.
One popular, but in my opinion risky, approach is to use the nominee system. This is
when an Indonesian purchases the land that the expat wants and puts it in his or her name.
A contract is then written between the two parties with Power of Attorney. This grants the
expat the right to use the land or sell it with the Indonesian giving up his rights to the land
and the disposition of it in the future. Even though many foreigners use this system, a
number of Balinese experts note that it may be challenged in court later if the owner of
the land decides to sell it against the wishes of the expat. This is the most risky of all
arrangements for the expat.
The laws have been slightly modified recently which offer more options to the foreigner
who wishes to buy or lease property in Bali. The laws are complex enough that I will
only give a general explanation here. Please note that the laws may change quickly and
with very little notice. If you plan on purchasing land in Bali, consult a good lawyer with
local connections.
Expats can get very emotional when the issue of land arises. Everyone thinks that their
arrangement is the best and “foolproof.” Many of the websites related to land purchases
have vested interests so beware, beware, beware.
Nonetheless, there are several web sites that detail the regulations of property acquisition.
The one thing that all of them have in common is insisting that the buyer beware and find
legal representation. A few web sites to consult are: Wonderful Bali and Bali
Information. Please note that I do not endorse these site; they are listed as examples of
what exists on the internet for those folks looking for land.
Working through the often-confusing regulations about land (land disputes are common
among Indonesians; once a foreigner is involved things can get sticky) is a tiring and
seemingly endless chore. As noted above, if you are investing a substantial sum of
money, it is best to consult at least a notary if not a lawyer. You can end up with what you
want, but you need to do your homework if you don’t want to get burned. I think that
I’ve emphasized this sufficiently on this page; I hope that you get the message.
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Terms of use:
Land matters are under the jurisdiction of the National Land Agency (Badan Pertanahan
Nasional). They are currently using the Basic Agrarian Law of 1960 when issuing and
registering land rights and titles. There are two categories of land rights: Adat land
(customary land), and Certified land which is registered at the local land office.
Hak Milik: Right of Ownership. This is what is often called by Westerners freehold title.
It means that the owner has absolute possession of the land. This can only be held by
Indonesian citizens. This type of right is in perpetuity and land that is held under Hak
Milik can be sold, leased, mortgaged, transferred, or bequeathed in a will to another
party. This is the type of land that most foreigners would like, but cannot hold at this
point in time. If your wife or husband is an Indonesian citizen this is the title that they
will want.
Hak Pakai: Right of Use. The possessor of this title has the right to use land that is either
public or private. The right extends for a defined period of 25 years, and can be renewed
for another 20 years. Under certain conditions Indonesian citizens or corporate entities,
depending on the nature of the deed of the land, may later purchase this land. Indonesian
citizens and companies and foreigners and foreign companies may have Hak Pakai. The
land title is given to the government and the expat is given a Hak Pakai certificate. This
right cannot be transferred or sold to another unless explicitly noted in the agreement.
Many expats use the Hak Pakai and argue that it gives them the same rights as an
Indonesian citizen in terms of use and sale. It is further argued that the Hak Pakai
certificate takes precedent over all other titles on the property. It is best to check with a
lawyer in your area before you enter into an agreement with Hak Pakai. Make sure that
the agreement is written in both Indonesian and your native language before signing
anything. I suggest using an official translator to do this; you can find one by contacting
your local consulate in Bali.
Hak Guna Bangunan (HGB): Right to Build. With this right you may build on the land
for a period of time (generally 20 years and renewable after that). This right can be sold
or transferred or mortgaged, and can be held by a company either local or foreign PMA.
Hak Sewa: Right to Rent. This right allows you to rent land owned by another party for
building purposes. This right is not able to be registered at the land office and thus no
certificate goes along with it. This right may be held by an expat or a foreign legal entity.
The time period for this type of right may not exceed 25 years, but can be renewed. The
land certificate stays with the Indonesian owner. We’ve leased several properties to
foreigners using Hak Sewa and have yet to have a problem.
Hak Guna Usaha: Right of Exploitation. This is the right to use public land for
agricultural, fishing, or animal husbandry purposes. This type of right is not of general
interest to the expat.
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PMA (Penanaman Modal Asing) – foreign investment company. This is a foreignowned company that can legally do business in Bali. It can be 100% foreign owned. The
director of a PMA can obtain a KITAS, as well as purchase property in the company’s
name. Ownership is limited to 30 years and may be renewed. It usually takes up to four
months to process a PMA. Once approved, the company may apply for visas for its
directors and it may purchase property although that property should be used for
company business. I’ve recently read that the government no longer issues licenses for
small developments, but again it’s best to check with a lawyer.
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Chapter 7: Visas: What are the rules for foreigners who want
to live in Bali?
Despite the written requirements for expat visas, some of these can be negotiated with the
Immigration Department according to sources. The problem with trying to cut corners on
the legal requirements is that if you leave yourself open to prosecution, there’s a good
chance that eventually you’ll end up in that situation. While I’ve only heard of a few
instances of this in Bali, turning fellow expats into the Immigration Department seems to
be a common way of dealing with interpersonal problems in Thailand. My best advice is
to follow the rules and then rest easy.
The visa situation in Indonesia has been undergoing numerous changes over the past few
years. Previously, tourists from many countries were granted a free 60 visa on arrival.
The new law offers tourists from a limited number of countries visas on arrival for 30
days at the cost of $25. These visas are not convertible, and if you plan on arriving on a
tourist visa and then obtaining a long-stay visa like a Social Budaya or a Retirement Visa,
you will need to leave the country again. Tourists from other countries must apply for a
visa in their country before they arrive in Indonesia. It is possible to obtain 60 days visas
for an additional fee if you apply in your home country. However, all of these visas are
not appropriate for the potential expatriate. What follows are the common visas used by
expats in Bali.

The Retirement Visa
The Retirement Visa is becoming quite popular despite having some requirements that
are stricter than neighboring countries. The requirements listed below are current as of
July 2008. Some of these requirements are “flexible” and may be waived by the
immigration official handling your request. When I went through the visa process, I used
an agent who had a good working relationship with Immigration. I pay extra for this
service. Some expats do all of the paperwork on their own and save money (or so I’m
told). For me, the extra expense is worth the hassles involved in doing this by myself. My
agent comes to my house, takes the necessary information, returns a few days later with
the documents, which I then sign. I found it all quite easy and relatively stress free.
These are the current requirements for a Retirement Visa:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Being 55 years of age or older.
Be in good health
Have no intention of working in Indonesia
Having an income of at least USD 1,500 per month. This needs to be documented.
Having health and life insurance.
Renting a house or apartment ($500 a month or more) in an approved tourist area.
Being sponsored by an authorized company.
Having documented proof that you employ at least one Indonesian citizen.
Having personal liability insurance.
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If you can meet the requirements listed above, you will need the following documentation
in order to file for the Retirement Visa.
● A copy of your passport and travel documents
● Health Insurance
● Life Insurance
● Proof of holding a pension or bank deposit
● Curriculum Vitae
● A Personal Guarantee letter that states where you will live with proof of a rental
agreement and lease. The housing that you select must be in an authorized tourist
area.
● Employment letter stating that you are employing at least one Indonesian citizen
and in what capacity.
● Photographs – 10 4x6, 4 3x4, 4 2x3 all with a red background.
After providing this documentation, you will be approved (hopefully) for your visa and
will receive a KITAS (Limited Stay Permit Card) that will be good for one year. This can
be renewed yearly for up to five years after which time you can apply for a KITAP
(Permanent Stay Permit). You will need to leave the country if you are already inside
Indonesia and apply at one of the Indonesian Embassies located worldwide. The various
embassies have differing reputations on the ease, or lack thereof, of getting your
application approved. Most expats go through Singapore and often use an agent there to
take their documentation to the Embassy. This can usually be completed in one day –
they pick up your documentation at your hotel in the morning and return it in the late
afternoon. This can be a stressful experience as I can attest. Try to relax and enjoy your
day in Singapore if you are going through this embassy.
Once you obtain your paperwork from your agent, you fly back to Bali and present it to
the immigration officers at the airport. They will examine it and stamp your passport. You
then need to turn in everything that you have to your agent in Bali, or take it to the
Immigration Department if you are doing all of this by yourself.
If you wish to leave Indonesia for a trip while you are on a KITAS, you will need to
apply for an exit and re-entry permit. You will need to pay a small fee for this (around
Rp. 200,000 if you use an agent).
If you want to leave the country permanently, you will need an EPO (Exit Permit Only).
Only do this if you want to give up your KITAS, as using an EPO will require you to
being the whole process all over again if you want another KITAS.
After five renewals, you may apply for an unlimited stay permit (KITAP).
If you hold a KITAS, you can ship a container of household goods from your home
country to Bali, although the costs of getting your goods through customs can be high
depending on your luck and skill. I’ve been in the customs area and watched foreigners
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squirm as the custom’s officer tried to get as much money as possible from them. Make
sure you have a friend with good connections with you when you collect your goods.

Social Visa
A Social Visa (Sosial Budaya) is issued to a foreigner for the purposes of visiting
Indonesian relatives, studying the culture or learning the language. For this type of visa
you need an Indonesian sponsor and a letter from that sponsor as well as a copy of their
Indonesian ID. The letter should state the address where you will be staying, the purpose
of the visit, your relationship with the sponsor, a statement that you will be financially
responsible for all costs incurred during your stay. You may be required to provide a bank
statement and a return ticket, but this is usually not the case.
The visa is initially good for a 60-day period and can be extended monthly after that for a
total period of six months. You need to leave the country when the six months expire. If
you leave the country before your six months expire, you need to start the process anew if
you want another Social Visa.
You can only obtain a Social Visa outside the country. Most expats do this in Singapore
and often use an agent to deal with the process at the Indonesian Embassy in Singapore.
If you have a Social Visa and continually renew it, Immigration is liable to question you
eventually during one of your arrivals to Bali. They often suspect foreigners of trying to
work on the Social Visa, and with good reason, as there are many foreigners who do just
that. It’s a risky venture, and I do not recommend it. I do know expats who have been on
the Social Visa for years and have had no problems, so it all depends on luck like much
else in this beautiful country.

Working Permit Visa (KITAS)
If you have one of the visas mentioned above, do not try to work in Bali. You are not
legally allowed to do so even some employers may try to convince you otherwise. If you
are caught by Immigration, you will be in major trouble. The Immigration Department
does not look kindly on foreigners working without legal permission to do so.
In order to work in Indonesia, you need to be an “expert”; that is, someone who has
special skills that an Indonesian does not possess. Teaching in English is probably the
most common skill that foreigners use to obtain a KITAS. While Bali has limited
opportunities for teachers, there are many teachers working in Indonesia who have a
small place in Bali to call home when they are not working somewhere else in the
country. Many opportunities exist for teaching in Jakarta, and there are excellent forums
that are focused on teachers in Indonesia. See the links section at the end of this book for
websites.
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In order to obtain a working permit, you will need to be sponsored by an Indonesian
based company. This can be an Indonesian owned company or a joint venture or a foreign
entity.
Documents that you will need include:
●
●
●

A copy of your passport
A Curriculum Vita and references
Photographs (with red backgrounds) - 4 x 6 = 21 copies, 3 x 4 = 8 copies, 2 x 3 =
6 copies)

If you are bringing your family, you will also need:
●
●
●
●

A copy of your spouse’s and children’s’ passports
A copy of your marriage certificate
A copy of the children’s birth certificates
Photographs - 4 x 6 = 12 copies, 3 x 4 = 4 copies, 2 x 3 = 4 copies

Usually, the company that employs you will process all of your paperwork for the
KITAS. They will need to do this before you arrive. The working permit is highly valued
here; take care of it.
If a startup company or a company that you are creating is employing you, you would be
best advised to use one of the various companies that help foreigners set up companies
and obtain visas. See the list in the Resources section of this eBook. If you are
responsible for obtaining your own KITAS, note that you will need to pay USD1,200 per
year for this. This money is obstensively used by the government for manpower training.

Business Visa (single entry)
This is good for up to six months. You will need to be sponsored by an Indonesian
company. You may not seek employment on this type of visa. You will need the following
to apply for this type of visa:
●
●
●
●
●
●

A copy of the company’s business license letter
A copy of the company’s tax number
A copy of the director’s identity card
Two company letterheads signed by the director and sealed with the company
stamp.
A copy of your passport
Two photographs – 4 x 6

You will need a letter of application and all of the above documents. You can apply at an
Indonesian Embassy overseas. You may not apply within Indonesia. You’ll be required to
pay a fee at the Embassy. Once you receive the visa, proceed directly to Indonesia. Your
visa is good for 60 days with extensions up to six months.

98

Business Visa (multiple entry)
In order to obtain this visa, you will need the same documents as mentioned above. The
Business Visa is valid for 60 days and can be renewed monthly for up to 12 months. You
will need to leave the country after six months and can then return on the same visa. The
process is somewhat different from the single entry visa. With the multiple entry visa you
need to send your documents to Jakarta. They will issue you a telex visa if they approve
your application. Then you need to follow the procedure listed above.
This visa is often misinterpreted (and misused) to work or gain employment. This is not
the purpose of the Business Visa. You can do the following things on a Business Visa:
check on how your company or its subsidiaries are doing, attend international
conferences, act as a journalist, and carry out emergency work for your company.

Spousal KITAS
According to my visa agent this is a new option for men married to Indonesian women
(expat women have always had this option). Under this option the wife sponsors her
husband and the spouse receives a KITAS. The costs are the same as a Retirement Visa as
are the requirements, except that you need a copy of your marriage certificate and a copy
of your spouse’s KTP (identity card).

Foreign Investment Companies
It is possible for a foreigner to set up a PMA (foreign investment company). From the
latest news that I have, Indonesian authorities are now limiting this option due to the
misuse of it by some individuals. If you plan on setting up a foreign investment company,
it is best that you use a qualified and connected agent to expedite the process. This
company can provide for a KITAS for directors of the company.
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Children
If you have a child born in Indonesia, you need to follow the following procedures.
Children born of mixed parents in Indonesia are now eligible for dual-citizenship until
they are 18 years old. It is to your benefit to do this as it means that you do not have to
apply for a visa for your child. If, however, you and your spouse are both living in
Indonesia as foreigners, you will need to obtain a KITAS for your child.
As soon as your child is born, ask for the Surat Keterangan (Tanda) Lahir and Akte Lahir
for the child. The hospital issues this. You will need this to get a legal birth certificate
from the Indonesian government. These days you can usually get the hospital (if you use
a large one with an international wing) to obtain the formal birth certificate. Without this
paper, you will get nowhere.
Once you receive this, you will also need the following.
● Photocopies of your passports (if your spouse is Indonesian, you will need a
photocopy of his/her KTP.
● Birth certificates of both parents.
● Marriage certificate (usually this needs to be translated into Indonesian).
● Parents’ KITAS or KTP (if your spouse is Indonesian)
● Blue immigration book (Buku Mutasi).
● Kartu Keluarga if you have an Indonesian spouse.
Take all of these documents to the local immigration office. If you are in the south, the
office is located in Denpasar; Singaraja now has a branch for those expats living in the
north of Bali. You will need to do this within 14 days. As noted, children of mixed
parents are now eligible for dual citizenship and you can apply for this at the immigration
department when you register your child with them.

Obtaining a Foreign Passport for Your Child
Rules for this vary depending on the nationality of the expat partner. You should check
with your embassy before you have your child so that there are no surprises after the birth
when you will have plenty to deal with besides red-tape hassles.
For American citizens you will need to apply for a Consular Report of Birth Abroad. You
can download the application form online. This also acts as an application for a Social
Security Number. When you apply for the Consular Report of Birth Abroad, both parents
need to be present for the interview. You will also need the child’s birth report from the
Civil Registry, a copy of your marriage certificate, evidence of both parents’ citizenship,
photographs, and you should also bring any other hospital documents that you have just
in case. Remember that you can never have too much documentation. The worst that will
happen is that they won’t want it.
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You can also apply for a passport for your child at the same time. I recommend doing this
as it will save you a trip and unnecessary additional expense. The current American
consulate is located in Denpasar and the consular official is a very helpful fellow.

Dual Citizenship
If your child is not a newborn and has been living with only a foreign passport and has an
Indonesian mother you can obtain Indonesian citizenship by going down to the offices of
HAM dan HAK in Denpasar and begin the process of getting your child Indonesian
citizenship. It has become increasingly easy to do this. Once your child’s request in
granted, they will be Indonesian citizens until they turn 18. They then have three years to
decide which country they want to “belong” to.
When you are in the process of obtaining citizenship for your child, remember to be
polite and smile a lot. We spent two days at the government office and saw several
foreigners loose their tempers when they were asked for additional photos or more
supporting documents. Those folks were ushered out of the office promptly. The official
in charge noted that she would be taking her time with their paperwork when they
returned. If you are one of those folks with little patience for sitting around making small
talk, it would be best to have an agent do this for you.
Many expatriates hold a social visa that is good for six months, but must be renewed
monthly at the immigration office. Applicants for a Social Visa need an Indonesian
sponsor. These visas are relatively inexpensive, but the monthly renewal can be timeconsuming and irritating. A favored option is to use a visa service like Bali IDE that will
take care of the paperwork you need to obtain the visa and then renew it for you monthly.

Visa Runs
One final word on visas. This is about the famous “visa run.” Regardless of your type of
visa you will need to go out at least once to get your visa. As I noted above, Singapore
tends to be the place where most Bali expats end up. Why? Because it’s close and
relatively easy to deal with. Some expats like Bangkok because of Bangkok’s ambiance,
but for me I just want to get out and do it. You can check out the embassy website for any
information you might need about holidays and the like. If you use Singapore to get your
visa and don’t want to use an agent, here are a few tips.
● Get to the embassy early – requests are only done between 9:00-12:00.
● Dress appropriately – no shorts, strapless tops, sandals.
● Have all your documents with you.
● The usual time for processing a visa is three days. You can pay a fee of around
SGD100.00 to get it done express. You have to ask for this service as it is
unofficial from what I hear.
● Come early in the week. The embassy is closed on Saturdays and Sundays.
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Chapter 8: Bali – the Regions
Bali has 8 different regions or regencies plus Denpasar that has special status as a
municipality. Each of the regencies has its own distinct flavor and knowledgeable expats
will pick their region based on what they want out of their life on Bali. The tourist areas
in the south of the island (Kuta, Legian, Seminyak, Krobokan) along with Ubud are the
most popular places for expats to set up home. However, you will find expats these days
all over the island – Canggu, Bedugal, and Candidasa are three other areas popular with
expats. My area of Singaraja is now becoming quite popular with European retirees. As
I’ve said before, do your homework before you move here. Find an area that is suitable
for you in terms of climate and closeness to services that you might need. Spend some
time here wandering around and only then pick the place where you want to build, rent,
or buy.
Below is a quick guide to the 8 regencies of Bali. You’ll notice that some regencies are
more detailed than others. This reflects the demographics of expat residency here.

Badung
The Badung regency covers the area around the airport and up to the north along one of
the main roads in Bali. It extends north up to Buleleng. Denpasar is often thought to be
part of this regency, but in fact was given municipality status in 1992. Badung is the
center of tourism in Bali although a significant amount of agricultural activity still plays
an important role in the regional economy. Badung has an incredibly interesting history
and was the site of the Puputan that occurred in 1906 when the Raja and his followers
met the superior Dutch force dressed in white and prepared to die. The regency has a
curious shape – long and thin. It includes these well-known villages:
Kuta
Kuta was once upon a time a little fishing village which has grown into the place
most probably associated with Bali. That’s unfortunate because it is such a mess now.
Kuta has its passionate defenders, but most expats avoid it because of the
overcrowding, tourist hordes, and endless development by Balinese, Javanese, and
expat alike.
Kuta Beach is famous for its sunsets, but it is often dirty and littered with trash,
although the local government has been working to keep it cleaner for the tourists.
There is surf here, but hardly the best on the island. I like it for body surfing, but
generally the crowds are such that unless I’m entertaining a visitor who really wants
to hang out there, I avoid it.
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Kuta is the place to go for shopping (see the shopping section for more detailed
information). Even if you end up living far to the north like I do, you will most likely
come down here on a semi-regular basis to buy things.
Kuta is one of the nightlife centers of the island, although the expats that are located
in the south are more likely to be found in Seminyak.
Legian is adjacent to Kuta and is slighty more upscale and relaxed. But, truth be told,
Legian and Kuta are really indistinguishable these days. There are expats living there,
but newly arriving expats who want to live down south are drifting farther out away
from the tourists and traffic.
Canggu is just north of Krobokan along the coast. The beach here is good for surfing.
Not so long ago it was all agricultural land, but is now the home of many expat
occupied villas as well as a small international school and the Canggu Club which is a
luxury club for wealthy expats. The villa people just love areas like this. The price for
land has shot up over the years as more and more expats have moved in. Unless you
have some money, you might want to look for another place to live. That being said,
if you just want to rent a villa relatively close to the action down in the south, this
might be the area for you.
Seminyak – this is the upscale area in the land of tourists in Bali. Seminyak was once
a quiet and quaint area when I first arrived in Bali, now it is the center of fancy dining
and clubbing with the likes of Ku de Ta, La Lucciola, Double Six, and Hu’u.
Seminyak is also villa land. There are villas everywhere here, and most of them aren’t
particularly cheap. For some reason, this is a popular area with expats, and it is easy
to find villas to rent or buy, but it will cost you. As I said before, it’s all about location
in Bali (like most everywhere else). If you happen to like the laid-back life, you might
think twice about moving here. Seminyak even has its own magazine called the Yak.
They call Bali Asia’s fashionable playground – one reason why I never go down to
this area, as that mindset is indicative of the “Yak” ethos.
Krobokan is the home of the prison. There are expats languishing here for a variety
of offenses – mostly drug related. This is not where you want to end up so forget
about taking the offer of a little ganja from the friendly guy on the beach. You could
end up doing serious time. But besides the prison, there are expat villas here as well
since this is set back significantly far from the Kuta bustle for expats to find it
attractive. You’ll find a number of boutiques and delis here. Prices here, while
expensive, are nothing like what you find in Seminyak.
Tuban is located next to the airport and just on the edge of Kuta. It’s the home of a
number of fancy hotels like the Santika Beach and the Ramada. You’ll find a nice
bowling alley here as well as the Waterbom Park, which is a huge favorite with
tourists, and Balinese alike. If you want shopping, the huge Bali Discovery Mall is
here, and Tuban also has the Bali Dynasty which is a favorite of Aussies with
children. There are many restaurants in this area and a few expats call Tuban home.
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It’s comfortable to stay here in a hotel as it is close to a lot of shopping, but I’d find it
rather claustrophobic for a home base. I’ve stayed in this area a number of times and
find it quite convenient, but as I say, I can’t figure out why an expat would want to
live here unless they have a job in one of the hotels or restaurants.
Jimbaran is located in the south close to the airport. It is well known for its many
seafood restaurants where you can sit and watch gorgeous sunsets. This is still
basically a fishing village with a blanket of tourism. This is a popular area for expats
to build villas. Due to the high expat population and proximity to the ocean, prices are
expensive.
Nusa Dua is the area that the government set up specifically for tourists many years
ago with the idea that the government could help keep the traditional lifestyle of the
Balinese free from being changed by their contact with foreigners. There are a
number of very expensive hotels down here, and there are also expats who live down
here. This is another area where you pay for location.
Mengwi is the area that you will ride through on your way up north to Singaraja if
you take the main road through the center of the island. It seems that I am always
coming across a large ceremony in Mengwi every time that I ride though there. Gusti
Ngurah Made Pemecutan conquered Mengwi in the late 18th century with a magic
keris according to legend. I don’t know why, but I find this village fascinating. Check
it out and you may as well.
Sanur is a popular village, especially with older Europeans. The pace is much less
hectic here than over in the Kuta-Legian-Seminyak area. While Sanur is fairly dense
in terms of population, you can find houses to rent or buy here. Land is much dearer
to come by. I did have a friend recently pay Rp. 200,000,000 per are for a small plot,
so if you are planning on moving here, have your wallet out. Sanur is home to many
restaurants and bars – most of them populated by groups of foreigners; the Dutch take
one, the Brits another, the Americans another. Nothing like a little multiculturalism in
Bali. Sanur is the home of the museum of Le Mayeur, the deceased Belgian painter.
You can find it right on the beach in his old home.

Buleleng
Buleleng regency encompasses the northern part of Bali. It is one of the largest regencies
in Bali. Buleleng is the home of Singaraja, its capital and the former capital of the island
before Denpasar was made the capital in 1953. Buleleng has nine sub-districts:
● Banjar
● Buleleng
● Busung Biu
● Gerokgak
● Kubutambahan
● Sawan
● Seririt
● Sukasada
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●

Tejakula

Buleleng was the first area of Bali that the Dutch controlled. After some epic battles, they
succeeded in defeating the Balinese in 1849. The early Dutch presence in Buleleng is
responsible for the unique feel of the area. The harbor in Singaraja was the entry place for
tourists up through the Japanese occupation.
Singaraja is a quiet town of somewhere around 80,000 people. It is the second largest city
in Bali. Singaraja, lies on the north coast, and has an appealing population that is a
mixture of Balinese, Muslims from many areas of Indonesia, and a large IndonesianChinese community that controls many of the businesses in downtown Singaraja. In my
neighborhood of Kampung Bugis, there are a Chinese temple, a Hindu temple and a
Muslim mosque all within a 200-meter walk. Singaraja has a number of interesting
buildings left over from the Dutch period, and you can see the Dutch influence in the
wide tree-lined streets in some neighborhoods. There are still examples of colonial
architecture found around the city.
Despite its position as the second-largest city, downtown Singaraja is positively laid back.
The main strip of Jalan Diponegoro has a variety of shops selling electronics, home
goods, clothes, books, and shoes. There’s a large pharmacy in the middle of the strip and
several doctors and dentists on the street as well. Bank BII, located on the northern end of
Jalan Diponegoro, is popular with expats. It’s a small branch and has friendly personnel,
a few of whom speak some English. The Indonesian supermarket Hardy’s has two stores
in Singaraja where you can buy food, household goods, clothes and liquor.
The tourist area known as Lovina lies to the west of Singaraja. Lovina is actually the
generic name for a group of small villages that skirt the Bali Sea and cater to tourists.
They are especially popular with tourists on a budget. As there are more small hotels and
homestays than there are tourists, the prices for rooms on the beach are generally quite
low, although there are a few high end hotels in the area that seem somewhat out of place.
Expats have begun
showing up in
greater numbers
over the past few
years in the Lovina
because of the
lower cost of land
here than in the
south, as well as the
slower, more
relaxed pace of life.
It’s still possible to
get land away from
the beach for very
reasonable prices;
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beachfront land prices have soared over the past few years thanks to tourists willing to
pay increasingly rising prices.
The Lovina area’s tourist facilities have developed over the past few years and there are
more dances and ceremonies especially for tourists than there were in past years. A few
good restaurants have been opened recently and have drawn excellent reviews from
diners.
The Lovina area has become glutted with an excess of small hotels (many started by
expat/Balinese partners) over the years and Lovina is beginning to resemble a small Kuta.
There are discos, bars, pizza places and a number of mini-markets. This is not the best
area to start a business as many have tried and failed here, but if you want to live around
the tourist trade (and apparently many expats do), then this is where you want to go.
Lovina is perhaps best known for it dolphins. Early in the morning (just before sunrise)
Balinese will take you out in their outriggers to chase the dolphins. Years ago this was a
relaxed way to spend an early morning, but with the number of boats out now, it’s more
of a circus than a relaxing few hours.
There are still some coral reefs left which are all right for snorkeling, but the best bet if
you want to see excellent coral is to head out to Pulau Menjangan. The water here is
warm and calm and if you have small children, it’s safe to let them play on the beach.
Pulau Menjangan is a protected island that is great for diving and snorkeling. It will take
about two hours from Singaraja by car to get there. The quality and number of fish is
amazing. As diving has become more popular than ever in Bali, you’re liable to find the
island quite crowded during the tourist season. I’d avoid it at all costs during the peak
seasons of December and June-September
As far as expat life goes, the shopping facilities are nowhere near as extensive as they are
down South in the Kuta-Legian-Seminyak area, but they are improving. It’s now possible
to buy cheese, halal bacon, wine, spirits and other favorites of expats. You can find local
expats at the Hardy’s department store in Singaraja doing their weekly shopping, but for
shopping in bulk most expats still drive down to the south to shop at Makro.
The government opened a local office of the Immigration Department a few years ago
that relieves expats of the need to go down south. I’ve used the office for my retirement
visa and found the folks there to be polite and efficient.
Buleleng offers a variety of interesting sites for you to explore and then later take your
many guests and relatives to when they come to visit you in paradise.
The GitGit waterfall is a short trip from Singaraja and is a pleasant trip for the day. If
you’ve seen some magnificent waterfalls before, you will most likely be disappointed.
It’s nice, but nothing spectacular. However, I took a guest there recently and she
thoroughly enjoyed the hike and the waterfall.
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The hot springs (air panas) are just a short drive from Singaraja and are popular with
tourists and locals alike. I’ve always found them to be too crowded for my tastes, but I
have friends who love to go regularly for a hot bath. The waters are very relaxing. The
best time to go is during the morning or early afternoon, as locals enjoy coming for a
soak later in the afternoon.
The Buddhist Monastery is located about 20 kilometers west of Singaraja. Visitors are
welcome and the monastery itself is quite attractive. You can visit the hot springs and the
monastery in the same trip.
Air Sanih (about 20 minutes west of Singaraja) has a fresh water pool that is quite
refreshing to swim in. This is a very popular place with locals and on school holidays it’s
packed with screaming kids. My children love Air Sanih not just for the water, but
because it is crowded. Air Sanih is now its own small tourist area and has a number of
expats living in the area. The attractiveness of Air Sanih for expats is its proximity to
Singaraja for shopping, and the land prices are lower than the Lovina area.
In Singaraja, the local government built a new pier out into the sea at the harbor that is
just at the end of the main street. There are four restaurants on the pier which serve cold
beer and a variety of Indonesian dishes including the non-Indonesian dish of pizza.
If you read Indonesian, you can check out the government website for information on the
regency.

Tabanan
So what’s in Tabanan? Well, the Tanah Lot temple for one. This is the temple that you are
most likely to see when you look through photographs of Bali. Tanah Lot is located in the
southern end of Tabanan.
Tabanan is so large that it includes plains in the south and mountains in the north. The
two mountains, Mount Batukaru and Mount Sanghyang, are close to Lake Bratan in the
Bedugal area. Bedugal is the name of an actual village, although it’s generally used as the
generic term for the area up along the three lakes up in the mountains midway between
Denpasar and Singaraja. This area also has three of the four lakes in Bali: Lake Buyan,
Lake Bratan and Lake Tamblingan.
Lake Bratan is quite cold and now has a number of businesses offering water sports to
tourists. I could never figure out how people could stand the temperature of the water, but
they do.
This area is incredible for growing fruits and vegetables (and it produces some good lake
fish as well). The strawberries here are quite popular and much sweeter than you get in
other parts of Bali. It is also known for the Bali Handara Country Club that is home to an
outstanding golf course.
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Candi Kuning, one of the villages up at the top of the road before you descend to
Singaraja, hosts a popular market which is generally filled with tourists. You can find a
variety of fruits and vegetables here, as well as spices. Because this market is popular
with tourists the prices are higher than in traditional markets. My wife, however, likes to
shop here because she says the quality of the produce justifies the higher prices. The
market sells statues and paintings and all sorts of other tourist bric-a-brac. The market is
also popular for the bunnies and orchids that it sells. The Bedugal area also hosts the
Botanical Gardens that are a must to visit if you are a nature lover.
Then, too, there is the Pura Ulun Danu which is a Hindu/Buddhist temple that is probably
the second most photographed temple in Bali as it sits just on the edge of Lake Bratan.
This is a lovely place to wander around with guests as there are some great photo
opportunities here. Just make sure that you come on a day when it isn’t raining. During
the tourist season, expect large crowds of tourists, both domestic and international, to
descend from large buses.
There are a number of expats who have built homes up here over the years and run some
local businesses. Land prices have gone up enormously over the years, but expats still
move into the area. There is a small Muslim population in addition to the Hindu majority.
We were going to buy land in this area years ago, but passed on a deal at the last moment
to our never-ending regret.
While it is cool up in
this area during the
day, the nights get
quite cold. If you
decide to move here,
best to build a nice
fireplace in each of
your rooms –
romantic and it keeps
you warm.
Tabanan is also home
to Lake Tamblingan
which is actually
quite small and easy
to walk around.
There are many local stories about how the lake came to be formed. My favorite is that
two dragons lived here eons ago. The male dragon left in search of food for his pregnant
wife, but disappeared and never returned. His wife waited and waited for him to return
crying each night when he didn’t appear. And thus the lake was formed.
Tourists and locals alike also know this area for its very friendly monkeys who hang out
alongside the road and are feed. Unlike monkeys in most other areas of Bali, these are
quite friendly and if approached carefully, they will take the food you offer them gently

108

out of your hand. Don’t try this in the other areas of Bali that have monkey forests,
however, as the monkeys in Bali are generally quite aggressive.
Before I move on to Gianyar, I should mention the city of Tabanan which is in the
southern end of the regency. It’s an interesting looking town – quite well to do actually.
There is a small expat community there from what I hear, but if you’re looking to live in
this regency, Bedugal is probably the place that you’ll find most attractive.

Gianyar
Gianyar is located in the south close to Denpasar. This area is home to a number of
villages known for their arts and crafts work. Batubulan is known for stone carving and
you’ll find a stream of tourist buses and vans heading up there during the tourist season.
Then there is Celuk which is known for its silver work. This too is a popular area to visit
for tourists. Batuan is known for woodcarving and painting. Mas is another village
known for woodcarving. If you want to take your guests to buy a Balinese mask this is
the place to go.
If you want to takes some friends around, you can visit the Bali Zoo which is located in
Sukawati – a ten minute drive from Ubud. It will take you about forty-five minutes from
the Kuta sprawl. I haven’t visited the zoo yet (and I have misgivings about zoos in
developing countries), but I’ve heard fairly good reports about it. They have over 350
creatures here including lions and tigers and crocs.
Gianyar regency is also home to the town of Gianyar. I’ve never spent much time here –
just passing through on my way to Ubud. However, there are a number of warungs
around the main market that serve delicious and cheap meals that are just perfect for the
traveler.
Ubud is one of the primary tourist destinations in Bali and has a large and diverse expat
community that has set up a variety of businesses from bars and restaurants to art
galleries to workshops in a number of eastern and pseudo-eastern meditative techniques.
The Ubud expats can be somewhat precious about their home turf, so make sure that you
don’t say anything negative about it should you meet one of these folks in a bar.
Nonetheless, I always enjoy visiting Ubud: the countryside is beautiful, there are several
good bookstores, as well as a number of inexpensive restaurants serving well-prepared
traditional meals. I should also mention that I have several expat friends there as well,
and despite my somewhat jaded opinion of the expat community there, they are fine
folks.
Ubud is often described as the cultural center of Bali. It was a mecca for expats in the
1930s (with the likes of Walter Spies, Rudolf Bonnet, Charlie Chaplin, Margaret Mead
and many other cultural luminaries) and still holds that magical feeling. If you take a
walk along the main road, you’ll be overwhelmed by the number of fancy buildings
hosting restaurants, galleries, and dress shops. If you want to be close to shopping, this is
one of the areas for it. Ubud is the place to find paintings of Balinese artists.
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Ubud is at a higher elevation than the Kuta/Legian/Seminyak/Kerobokan area and thus is
cooler. For some reason it always seems to be raining when I’m there, and I personally
find that to be a bit depressing. If you are coming to Bali to figure out just where you
want to set up home, this is definitely a place that you need to visit, especially if you are
interested in the arts and want to be around a large expatriate community. Sit in one of the
cafes and listen in on some of the conversations – it’s okay, everyone does it. Ask some
questions. Many of the resident expats can be quite helpful, but you will inevitably run
into a few of them who can be rude and condescending. But, that’s part of the expat scene
anywhere around Asia.
There are a number of local real estate agents and you can do some window shopping for
houses and land. If you get outside of the “downtown” Ubud area, you encounter some of
the most beautiful scenery imaginable. This is a lovely area and some of the residences
here are spectacular. Prices are much higher than in the north due to the large expat
population, but if you get back in the hinterlands, you can most surely find something
reasonable.
Because Ubud attracts a large (and often wealthy) expat population, there are some
security issues. You will need to make sure that your house is secure and that you are well
integrated into the community.

Klungkung
Klungkung is located in the southern end of Bali along the east coast. It is one of the
smallest regencies on the island, but includes two small islands just off the coast – Nusa
Penida and Nusa Lembongan.
The town of Klungkung has a long and rich history. It was once the center of the Gelgel
Dynasty which ruled Bali until it was conquered by the Dutch. It’s home to the Gerta
Gosa which is the Court of Justice. The ceilings of the court have these very intense
painted scenes of what happens to criminals and social undesirables after death. You will
want to visit this area with your guests. There is a small museum nearby as well.
I always enjoy driving through Klungkung and generally stop and have a beer at one of
the roadside warungs. The folks are very friendly and happy to chat. Like all large cities
in Bali, there is a traditional market in the center of town. The babi guling that I’ve had
here is the best that I’ve tasted in Bali.
About a kilometer outside of Klungkung is the village of Kamasan where a number of
artists live who have studios and workshops. This style of painting is very interesting and
is known as the Kamasan style. If you’re a person who likes to fill your house with art,
this is a good place to have a look or bring your guests.
Klungkung is also host to the Gua Lawah – bat cave – where you can watch thousands of
bats on the ceiling of the cave. I took my sister there once and was fortunate enough to
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see a python devouring one of the resident bats. While this is an interesting attraction, the
sellers here are quite aggressive. I led a group of students here once and had to rescue
them from some angry sellers who wouldn’t take no for an answer.
Nusa Penida is a small island that was once used for banishing criminals from
Klungkung, but is known now for its excellent diving with an incredible array of sea life.
Land is for sale here on at least one website, but the land is offered by the hectare. Price
per are is somewhere around 8 million which means that a hectare would cost 800
million. Unless an expat is planning on building a diving business, I find it difficult to
understand why anyone would want to live out here, although it does have its attractions.
You can reach Nusa Penida by boat from Padangbai. There is a shrine on the island to
Jero Gede Macaling who is a demon. Thus, according to some people, Nusa Penida is
known as a source of black magic.
Nusa Lembongan is another island in the Klungkung district. It is popular with tourists
because of its surfing and diving. While I have never been on this island, when I’ve flown
over it, it looks quite attractive. There are a number of places to stay here for tourists and
land is available for sale here.

Bangli
Bangli is a village in the district that was once an powerful kingdom. Bangli is a bit
removed from things and many tourists never make it up here because this is a
landlocked district, so if you are looking for a home away from tourists, this would be an
option. Bangli includes the villages of Penelokan and Kintamani. Both Penelokan and
Kintamani have incredible views of the Gunung Batur volcano and Lake Batur. The air is
quite crisp up here and very comfortable after some time in the sticky lowlands, but the
local Balinese have a terrible reputation for aggressiveness. I don’t personally know
anyone who enjoys going up in this area, and I avoid it unless absolutely necessary. I’ve
had several unpleasant run-ins with local sellers and don’t want to repeat the experience.
Bangli is known for its Arabica coffee.
One of the most sacred temples in Bali is found in Kintamani; its located on the main
road and is a favorite object of the tourists’ gaze.
Margaret Mead, the legendary American anthropologist, conducted fieldwork in Bangli in
the 1930s. I personally find her work on the Balinese unconvincing, but she is Margaret
Mead, and books are still written about her Balinese work.

Karangasem
Karangasem is home to Besakih, the mother temple in Bali and Gunung Agung, the holy
mountain, and more still. This is a fascinating area that is sometimes overlooked as a
place for expats although that has been changed over the last few years. Other wellknown places in this district are:
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Padangbai is the harbor where you can catch a ferry to Lombok. There’s a beach
here that I hear is nice, although my time in Padangbai is just a brief entrance to the
ferry or a quick exit once I arrive from Lombok. There are a few expats living in this
area although I’m not sure why.
Tenganan is one of the Bali Aga settlements. The Bali Aga were the original
inhabitants of the island. The people here are reportedly friendlier than the residents
of Trunyan (another Bali Aga village). Still, this is a Bali Aga village and you will not
be allowed to settle here. Nonetheless, it is a good place to take all your visitors once
you move here.
Candidasa is an area that once was going to be the next thing in tourists destinations
in Bali. Candidasa is located about three hours from Singaraja down along the east
coast. The village sits along the ocean and has some lovely views. However, most of
the beach has been eaten away by earlier non-environmental actions in damaging the
reef during a building frenzy. They built a seawall here to try to correct the erosion of
the beach, but it just made things worse. There have been expats here for a long time.
A number of the local businesses are expat-owned. Most of the tourist-oriented
businesses are located along the main road. A number of expats have made Candidasa
their home. The land prices here are much more reasonable than in the south.
Amlapura is the capital of the district. It was originally known as Karangasem (and
still is to many Balinese), but the name was changed after the 1963 eruption of Mount
Agung. This is a town that I generally only drive through on my way along the east
coast road. It seems nice and friendly with the usual Indonesian shopping. I don’t
know of any expats that live here.
Tirtigangga is a lovely little place has it’s own tourist industry and a few expats there
as well. Tirtigangga is just outside of Amlapura. There is a water-complex here that
was built by the raja back in the 1940s. Some of the loveliest scenery is Bali is here as
you make your way down the hill just to the north of Tirtigangga. Even now after 19
years, I still stop and take photos of the terraced rice paddies with the sea in the
background. A few expats have made their homes in this area.

Jembrana
Jembrana is the least populated of Bali’s districts and lies along the west coast. This is an
area that is little visited by most expats in Bali, although there are expats beginning to
move here because of the relatively low cost of land. Jembrana is primarily an
agricultural and fishing district. The capital of the district is Negara, and the main tourist
area is Medewi which is known for its surfing. Negara hosts annual bull races which are
very popular with tourists. The West Bali National Park is located in Jembrana Regency.
Besides Negara, the other main town in Jembrana is Gilimanuk where you can find the
ferry to Java. There are a few expat-owned businesses in Jembrana, mostly around
Medewi.
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Years ago, I decided to try to sail around the island in a 3 meter rubber dingy with a 5
horsepower engine. I made it as far as a village just a few kilometers from Medewi. I
eventually wound up in a village, Yeh Kuning, where there were people living who had
never seen a Westerner, didn’t speak Indonesian, and had no idea about people with pink
skin. One old grandmother asked her grandson what kind of disease I had, and was it safe
to get too close. Yes, this is one of the less touristy places on the island, and I love it
dearly for that. Living here though? It’s a long way from just about anywhere, and the sea
can be quite rough along the east coast as I can attest to. I prefer Buleleng, but if you are
even more of a hermit than I am, Jembrana might be the place for you.
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Chapter 9: Balinese Culture
Bali is changing as Western culture increasingly intrudes on the traditional culture, but
outside of the tourist ghettos of Kuta, Legian, and Seminyak, traditional culture continues
to hold its own. You might find that all of your neighbors are glued to the popular dramas
on television each night, but if someone is holding a ceremony with dances and a shadow
puppet play, they’ll turn off the TV and get out and enjoy the festivities.

Religion
The Indonesian government officially recognizes six religions: Islam, Hinduism,
Buddhism, Confucianism, Catholicism, and Protestantism. The religion that the majority
of the residents on Bali follow is Balinese Hinduism. This should not be confused with
the Hinduism that is practiced in India. Although Hinduism in Indonesia does originate
from India, there are significant differences between the two that are obvious to even the
densest expat.
I am not going to attempt to explain the intricacies of Balinese Hinduism. I know expats
who have studied it for years and are only beginning to scratch the surface. In fact, you
will find some significant differences in practice and belief from one area of Bali to
another. Recently I was held up in my travels by a number of large and obviously
important ceremonies along the east coast of the island. When I arrived home in the
north, I asked a Hindu friend what the ceremonies were and it took him a few hours to
figure it out because his family and local temples were not celebrating these ceremonies
for another few days. You’ll find these types of differences quite common in Bali, and it
is one of the very attractive features of the religion for expats – it is flexible but serious,
fun yet all pervasive.
Hinduism in Bali is similar in one main way with Islam – the religion pervades every
aspect of their life. You’ll find school cancelled, your workers request a few days off, and
the streets clogged with hundreds or thousands of beautifully dressed Hindus on their
way to pray. This is one of attractions of Bali for Westerners. Religion comes first and
foremost to the Balinese so if you are an atheist, best to keep it to yourself because no
one will understand what you are talking about. Balinese say that one cannot be Balinese
unless he/she is also a Hindu. Indonesian residents who are born and grow up here are
still referred to as Javanese or Madurese or whichever island their parents originally came
from if they are not Hindu.
Every morning you can see small offerings being placed out for the sprits and you may
find your driver stop at a particularly important roadside shrine to place an offering. Buy
a new motorbike and if you have a Balinese living or working with you, they will have a
little ceremony to bless the bike. These are just some of the small things that are done
each day. It’s the really big flashy ceremonies and events that draw the attention of the
expat and the tourist.
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While the Balinese worship the main gods of Brahma (the creator), Shiva (the destroyer)
and Vishnu (the preserver), they have a supreme god, Sanghyang Widi Wasa who is
represented by an empty shrine in the temples. Balinese believe that all of the gods are
manifestations of Sanghyang Widi Wasa. You won’t find the colorful idols that are
evident everywhere in India; the Balinese don’t follow this practice. In fact, despite the
attractiveness of Balinese temple architecture, it is nothing like Hindu temple architecture
in India. A visiting anthropologist who specializes in India recently called it Bali Gothic
Bali is an island of temples of all sizes, shapes, and purposes. Every house has a family
temple, and there are village temples and island wide temples as well. The Balinese year
has 210 days and each year there is a temple ceremony for the birthday of the temple
called “odalan.” As there are a number of temples in a village, there may be a number of
odalan ceremonies during each Western year.
In addition to Hinduism, you’ll find Islam, Christianity, Buddhism as well as a few
varieties of Chinese religions. Islam is the second largest religion after Hinduism and you
find mosques in most places on the island now, especially if you live in the coastal areas.
Indonesian Muslims are predominately Sunni. For the most part, Muslims in Indonesia
are very laid back, especially in Bali. If you have not lived in a country with a Muslim
population, and you don’t like loud noises being blasted from loud speakers, then you
should probably make sure that you don’t move close to a mosque.
If you have Muslims living or working in your house, you should do your best to keep
pork away from them. Although alcohol is forbidden to Muslims, many of them have a
drink occasionally so that isn’t generally a problem. Some Muslims consider dogs to be
dirty animals and others do not. But if you have a dog and a Muslim in the same place,
they are probably not going to want to take care of it for you.
Islam in Indonesia shows the animist past of the Indonesian people, and Muslims who
have grown up in Bali have adopted a number of their spirits and beliefs in supernatural
entities that they share with Balinese Hindus.
There are sprinklings of Christian churches around the island, but Christians are a fairly
small minority in Bali. While some Balinese have converted to Christianity and Islam,
most Christians and Muslims are originally from other islands. Protestantism and
Catholicism are recognized in Indonesia as two separate religions although expats are
rarely asked to differentiate between the two when asked their religion. You can just
answer Christian and that will be sufficient.
Buddhism arrived in Indonesia around the Sixth Century and there have been a number of
Buddhist empires in Indonesia, most notably the Mataram and Sriwijaya empires. Java
has the famous Borobudur Temple and you will find a few Buddhist/Hindu temples in
Bali. Singaraja has a well-known Buddhist monastery on its outskirts.
If you have an interest in religion (and if you live in Indonesia, it’s hard not to take notice
of it), you’ll find that all of the religions have an underlayer of animism. And, in fact,
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many Indonesians in Bali have very similar beliefs in terms of spirits and ghosts. This
lends an air of magic to all of the main religions in Bali, and this magic is an unending
source of stories and conversations among expats. Some expats have either had mystical
experiences in Bali, or claim to, and the number of new expats who are duped by the very
clever charlatans from all religions is larger than most would like to admit. I knew two
expats (actually long gone now), who were convinced by a Balinese fellow who claimed
to have magical powers, to bury themselves in mud for a night in order to purify
themselves and gain mystical understanding. They paid quite a handsome sum for this
experience, and though they originally claimed all sorts of fantastical things, the subject
was never brought up again after a few days, and they left the island within six months
with a somewhat negative view towards all things Balinese.
That being said, many of us have undergone experiences that are hard to explain with
Western rationalism, but these are rarely discussed except with intimates and others who
have had similar experiences.
As a resident, your new friends of all religions will invite you to a number of religious
ceremonies. Find out the proper etiquette before hand. Take an appropriate gift with you;
it will be appreciated.

Holidays
Indonesia is a land of many cultures and many religions, as well as a long and intense
history. Thus, there are innumerable holidays here. School children will have holidays for
the major holy days of all religions, as well as the national holidays like Independence
Day.
Three major holidays that are going to impact your life whether you become a Hindu or
not are Galungan, Kuningan and Nyepi. Nyepi may be the most difficult to live with for
the expat.
Nyepi is the start of the new year for the Balinese. The day before Nyepi everyone runs
around celebrating and banging drums and having processions of ogoh-ogoh (large paper
mache creatures – see the photo). This gets all the evil spirits out. The next day everyone
hides in their houses with no lights and no noise. It’s a day for meditation and reflection.
No planes land on the island and no traffic is allowed (except for emergencies). This is
strictly enforced. I know a number of expats who take off for Lombok for the day just so
that they don’t have to stay inside.
Galungan is the major festival in Bali each year. During Galungan the gods (deified
family ancestors who have been cremated) come down to earth for the festivities. They
need to be entertained, prayed to and feed. The bamboo poles featured so often in
photographs of Bali are hung around the island during Galungan. These poles are called
penjors. At the end of Galungan is Kuningan; this is the 10 th day. Yellow rice is used for
Kuningan, thus the name as kuning means yellow.
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The day after Galungan is called Manis Galungan, while the day after Kuningan is called
Manis Kuningan. These are holidays when families and friends visit each other. The
roads are packed with cars, buses, and motorcycles. It would be a good idea to stay home
during these two days. I’ve been stuck in traffic once trying to get from Singaraja to
Denpasar on Manis Galungan, and it took me five hours for a trip that normally takes half
as long.
Muslim holidays are also celebrated in most of Bali. Friday is the day of group prayer
when Muslims pray in the mosque. This is the most important day of the week for a
Muslim. Muslims use a lunar calendar and the difference between the Islamic calendar
and the Gregorian calendar is about 11 days. So each year the major holidays move back
about 11 days.
The major Muslim holidays are: Ramadan – the fasting month, schools don’t close for
this holiday, but if you have Muslim friends or employees or relatives, you will be well
aware of Ramadan. Just about every Muslim that I know looks forward to Ramadan, but
by the end of the month, people are getting tired from the early rising for breakfast and
the long days of fasting, particularly if it is very hot. I have always worked throughout the
month of Ramadan, and I expect my employees to do the same. In addition to fasting
throughout the day, Muslims are required to refrain from sex, smoking, and saying
negative things. This is a month for meditation and thinking about what life is like for the
less fortunate.
At the end of the month comes the day known as Lebaran or Eid Al-Fitri. This is the day
when fasting is over and everyone goes off for mass prayers in the morning and then
returns home to visit with friends and family and eat and eat. In Indonesia, there is a mass
of humanity that suddenly is on the move across the country because they want to go
home to be with their family. It is common to let your employees have a vacation at this
time. You’ll just have to get used to doing without them for a few days or a week.
Eid Al-Adha is another major celebration. This is actually considered to be the major
Muslim holiday even though most people confuse that with Eid Al-Fitri. On this day,
people remember Abraham and Allah’s request that he sacrifice his son. It is traditional to
sacrifice a goat on this day. Some of the meat is given to the poor and the rest is eaten by
the family.
There are a number of other Muslim holidays, but the only other one that is celebrated in
Bali with a holiday is the birthday of the Prophet.
As noted, there is also a Christian presence on the island, but like with the Muslims many
of these are originally from islands other than Bali. You can find Christian churches in the
major cities. The major holidays are Easter, Good Friday and Christmas. If you live in the
south, you’ll find a number of places to worship due to the large presence of expats and
tourists.
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Arts and Crafts
For the tourist, the arts and crafts of Bali are one way to say that they’ve been here and
done that. For the expat, they’re a way of decorating the home, especially if they are of
very fine quality or antique.
It’s been said (many, many times) that all Balinese are artists. If that really is the case,
then a lot of my friends must be hiding their artistic talents from me. Nonetheless, the arts
do flourish in Bali, especially in the Ubud area. Traditionally, the arts were part of the
Balinese ceremonial activities and were not especially made to serve the function that
expats often attribute to the arts. However, during the 1930s a number of Western artists
made the journey to Bali and took up residence. The story is well known today, and you
can find numerous books about the arts in Bali and the influence of the expat artists on
the development of the arts as they exist today. Two of the most famous of these artists
were Walter Spies and Rudolf Bonnet. Later the Dutch painter Årie Smit made his way to
Bali and exerted considerable influence on young artists in the Ubud area. Let’s take a
look at a few of the most popular art forms that can be found in Bali today.

Carvings:
Balinese wood carvings are extremely popular with tourists and expats. Due to the tourist
market, you’ll find an amazing amount of junk for sale. Since you’re now an expat, take
your time if you want to decorate your home with Balinese carvings. Masks, in particular,
are highly prized by carvers, and due to the high level of workmanship that goes into
making a good mask, the price for these is usually higher than for other forms of carving..
The villages of Mas and Singapadu are known for their mask carving. While most of the
masks that are produced in Bali today are for the tourist market, master carvers continue
to create mask for use in the rich ritual life of the Balinese. Balinese masks are used in
dramas and processions. Look around and find the best. You deserve to have your house
filled with beautiful thing

Paintings
Ubud is the center for Balinese and expat painters. You will find studios everywhere. As
with woodcarving, the quality varies greatly. There are various styles, or schools, of
painting in Bali. Take some time to learn something about the scene. It is fascinating and
some of the work being done by young Balinese artists is excellent.

Music
Balinese music has fascinated the Westerner for centuries. In my opinion it is incredible.
One of the most magical of the many magical moments that one experiences in Bali is the
sound of the gamelan piercing the night air in a small village. The instrument used is
called the gamelan. Colin McPhee, an American composer, came to Bali in the 1930s to
study Balinese music, and he later brought back his love of it to the States, and played a
large role in introducing it to Western audiences.
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Dance
Of all the arts in Bali, dance is probably the one that most impresses the Westerner. For
the tourist there are many dances held at hotels and restaurants. These are shorter than the
dances that can be seen in the villages; their length is based on the attention span of the
tourist. They are also divorced from the rest of the ceremonies and activities that go on
during village festivals and ceremonies. As an expat, you will undoubtedly be invited to
many dances and ceremonies. These generally go on all night and after you attend a few,
you’ll find that you start showing up for the best part and then take your leave gracefully.
The ones that you will remember and describe to your friends and guests are the first ones
that you attend.
The Balinese are known for their stylized dance forms. The image of a young Balinese
girl dressed in a glittering costume with arms, hands, legs and fingers posed dramatically
and, of course, the wide-eyed stare that hypnotizes expats, tourists and Balinese alike.
There are a wide number of dances in Bali that range from the purely social to the sacred
temple dances. Among these many varieties, I will only describe two. They are:
Joged:
This is one of my favorite dances that you find around Bali. It is not a ceremonial dance,
but rather a fun dance for the community. It’s commonly performed at small hotels
around Bali for tourists, but you can also find it in the villages after one or another
ceremonies have taken place. I participated in my first village joged out in the Jembrana
regency late one evening. A friend of mine asked if I would like to attend a dance that
was being given by a villager as thanks for help he received in a complex ceremony the
week before. We ended up driving through a maze of small paths and roads on his
motorbike until we came to a small group of houses far back in the sawah. Dozens of
motorbikes and cars were parked alongside the small road and the sound of music carried
clearly in the still night air.
The joged generally consists of a number of young women who alternate dancing turns.
They are always attractively dressed. First they start off with a solo dance, and then the
fun begins. They invite a male member of the audience to dance with them. They tie a
sash around his waste, the music begins, and the two begin what is essentially a dance of
flirtation. The guys love this dance as they get to show off their dancing skills to the
audience; they also get to flirt with a very cute young woman. There is generally a bit of
drinking that is going on in the audience so there are a lot of catcalls and teasing of the
male dancer by his buddies and the rest of the assembled crowd. The object is for the
male to get as close as he can to the female without being obnoxious – remember this is
all fun. Her role is to tease, flirt, and then push him back. After a short dance, the male
will thank the dancer, she thanks him, and then she invites another dancer on to the stage.
After a few dances, another young woman takes her place and the routine continues.
Expats and tourists are always popular dance partners. I happen to be a terrible dancer,
but I love doing the joged, especially after a few araks.
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Kecak:
This is, perhaps, the best known of all the Balinese dances because of the incredible
chorus that reverberates through the performance area at various stages of the dance –
cak-cak-cak. The Kecak Dance, also known as the monkey dance, is not a particularly old
dance. It’s been suggested that it was first performed around 1930. I’ve never actually
seen a Kecak in a village, only in a tourist setting, so I assume that this is the only time
that the Kecak is performed.
It tells the story of the Ramayana. The story outline is: Rama, the prince, is forced to live
in exile with his beautiful wife, Sita and his younger brother, Laksamana. They live in the
forest and a demon, Rawana, who lives there lusts after Sita and devises a plan to steal
her away from Rama. Rawana’s prime minister, Marica, disguises himself as a golden
deer and lures the two brothers away. While Sita is left alone, Rawana kidnaps her. When
Rama discovers the plot, he takes out after Rawana and is assisted by an army of
monkeys. Eventually Rama and his allies win the battle and Sita is rescued.
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Chapter 10: Employment: Are there employment
opportunities?
There are relatively few opportunities for employment in Bali; far less than the number of
Westerners that want to live and work in Bali. The Indonesian government is very strict
about allowing foreigners to take jobs that Indonesians can do, and with the high level of
unemployment in Indonesia that is only as it should be. That being said, if you are a hotel
professional, an English language teacher, or a certified teacher from one of the Western
countries, you may be able to find employment in Bali. My experience is in the teaching
field, and positions for teachers are few and the competition is very stiff. The
compensation is also considerably lower than what you would expect in your home
country or another less desirable place, but it is more than enough to get by on. See the
sections on schools in Bali for information on schools that hire expats.
If you do not fit into one of the above categories (education or tourism), there is the
possibility of starting your own business. Expats have been running businesses (legally
and illegally) for years in Bali. The most common ones are restaurants, bars and hotels.
It’s amazing the number of people who start these businesses and who have no
background or experience in any of these industries. (I’ve been there and done that just so
you know.) Unless, you have an excellent business plan and some great contacts, I would
not recommend starting one of these businesses. There is an incredible amount of
competition between restaurants now, and it’s not uncommon to see many close up shop
after being open for only a few months. It’s really the same with hotels. If you don’t have
a large stash of cash to start your hotel with, or a large group of tourists back home who
are going to come and stay at your hotel, you could be in for a rough haul. For instance, I
know an expat who arrived here from the Philippines, took a long-term lease on a hotel,
and then found out after checking around that his hotel had changed owners five times in
five years. He joined the list a few months later when he enticed a newly arrived expat to
buy up his lease.
On the other hand, I know a European woman who, after hanging around Bali on
vacations for a number of years, bought some land (with an Indonesian nominee) and
built a small boutique hotel with a restaurant serving a mixture of local and international
meals. While she hasn’t made herself rich, she has made a decent living. But, it should be
noted that she had guests lined up back in Europe to help her get through the initial
period after opening.
The lesson here is don’t assume that just because this is Bali and the developing world
that you can come in and succeed at something that you are not trained for. Come in and
look around, think of the options before you start throwing money around. There are
plenty of folks – expats and Balinese alike, who will be glad to help you get rid of your
nest egg.
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The big new business seems to be real estate development. Most of the realties that you
find today have an expat behind them. They will often say this in order to make the
prospective client more comfortable. They always have Balinese or Indonesian staff
members to help them deal with local regulations and government red tape. Again, unless
this is your field, stay away from it. There are so many expats building homes that they
intend on renting out for some income, that even though this seems like a sure thing, it’s a
risk unless you have some contacts. Also, if you do decide to go into the landlord
business, make sure you’ve done your homework and have everything legally certified. If
you get successful, someone will come by to check on your papers. So make sure you
have them. You should also have some ties to the village before you move in, or develop
them quickly. If your realtor is from outside the community, there may be some
resentment about an outsider selling/leasing land to a foreigner. Then, once the expat
moves in, he/she discovers that the community wants a significant amount of money for
contributions to the temple, etc. This does not happen to folks who do their homework, so
do yours.
Web developers are a dime a dozen in Bali these days so unless you have a business back
in your home country, don’t count on making it here as a web developer. There are plenty
of Balinese who can do this very skillfully and will do it much more cheaply than you
can.
Forex trading is another way that expats have discovered to make money while enjoying
the life in the tropics. In my opinion this is a great way to lose money unless you know
what you are doing. There are a number of expats around Bali and elsewhere in Southeast
Asia who try to pull others into this field. Beware, before you go this route.
Import-export is something that expats and long-term tourists have been doing from Bali
for years. It seems an easy way to make money at first glance, but the competition is
fierce and there are expats who have been doing this for years and have it all down pat.
The markets back home seem to be saturated with Balinese imports, and many of the
villages where crafts are made already have contracts with expats for their products. I
personally know a half-dozen former expats who ended up returning home after
discovering that exporting goods was harder than they thought. However, if you have a
good market, this may be an option for you.
The eBay gambit. This is a variation of the import-export approach to making a living.
You buy and sell things on eBay and have them shipped out of Bali or into Bali. I don’t
know why anyone would ship things in from eBay to Bali, but apparently a few people
do. However, in terms of exporting things, this is something that at least a few expats
have made a good living from. The thing is that you need to have some items of relatively
high value to ship out in order to make this worth your time and effort.
The holistic health field has started to develop here, and this is one area where someone
with some skills and marketing abilities might make a go, but as with the other areas that
I have already mentioned, competition is tight. Why would I want to visit an expat
holistic health person when I can use a dukun and get things done right?
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Painting, writing and other arts. If you are an artist or writer, you may join the many
creative expats on the island who practice their art here. This source of employment is a
funny one in terms of visas. I don’t know any folks personally who do this, but Ubud has
plenty of them. If you want to make a living in the arts, best that you consult a visa
service. If you are not very successful, you can probably get by on a plain old visa,
especially if you sell your work overseas. However, if you get successful, you can count
on someone from immigration showing up at your door eventually.

124

Chapter 11: Bali Resources
General Information on Bali
Living in Bali can be the experience of a lifetime, and there are many expatriates who
have lived here blissfully for years. But like with any major lifestyle decision, caution
needs to be exercised. I can’t tell you how many foreigners I have met over the past 19
years in Bali who arrived lock, stock and barrel and were gone within a year because they
weren’t prepared for all the realities of living in Indonesia. Despite what some expatriates
like to pretend, Bali is still part of Indonesia with all of the good and bad that that
situation encompasses. Come and visit, study the culture, do your research, talk to longterm expatriates, monitor the Bali forums on the internet, and then make your move if
you feel that Bali is really for you. It could be the best thing that you’ve ever done for
yourself.
The following are a few web sites that have a wealth of information about living on Bali:
Bali Blog is a daily blog written by an expatriate living in Bali. You can find information
here about buying a car in Bali, real estate, shopping, hotels, and a variety of other things.
Cyberbali.com is my web site that has information about Bali, Papua, Sumbawa,
Pakistan, and pages with information for teachers.
Bali Portal has an incredible number of links to web sites about Bali.
Bali Friendly is an internet reservation site for gay and gay-friendly hotels, villas, etc. in
Bali.
Bali Expat Forum is a popular forum with wannabee expats. There are a few locally
based expats who generally give quite freely of their local knowledge. There’s even a few
Balinese who drop by occasionally with information.
Bali Advertiser, is an advertising based newspaper that is printed every two weeks. It is
aimed at the expatriate community on Bali that it estimates to be around 10,000 people.
The Advertiser has ads for businesses, things people want to sell, and articles about a
variety of subjects of interest to the expatriate community.
Bali and Beyond, is a touring arts company inspired by the cultures of Indonesia. Bali
and Beyond tours nationwide and is based in Los Angeles. It features theater, music and
educational presentations. You can download samples of their music online, find out
about shadow plays and gamelan music. This is an interesting site with excellent
information on Indonesian arts. Definitely a check-it out site.
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Bali for Families is a site especially for families with kids going to Bali. Do you need to
know a place to stay, things to do? Want to get on a forum with other families planning
on going to Bali.
Bali Forum.Com is another Bali forum. You can find a lot of information here about Bali.
It seems that this is a predominately Aussie forum.
Bali International Medical Centre is an important site if you are living on the island of
Bali and are worried about health issues. They have membership information, health tips,
medical archives, and an ask the doctor section. Worth checking out to see if this is for
you.
Bali Island Articles are a number of articles on different aspects of life in Bali by resident
foreigners. There is some basic information here which can be useful to the first-time
visitor to Bali, or to a student wanting to do a report on Bali.
Bali Paradise Online is an excellent source of information on Bali for the tourist or newly
arrived "expat." You can find maps here, information about things to do, etc.
Bali Paradise Weddings is a site dedicated to those who want to get married in Bali. BPW
takes care of all the legalities, formalities, bookings, etc. They have a variety of ceremony
types and venues.
The Bali Times is an English language online newspaper about Bali. You can read local
news as well as a few regular expat columns. I usually check this page out a few times a
week.
Bali Travel Forum is another well-used forum on Bali. This one is more for the regular
tourist. It has a strong Australian presence - not surprising considering the large number
of tourists in Bali from Australia. This forum is particularly good for information on
prices of goods and services, discussions about hotels, drivers, visas, etc. If you are
looking for information about shopping and hotels this is a good place to visit. From an
anthropological perspective, the interaction between contributors to this forum and
several of the other forums is fascinating and says worlds about the wacky and wild
world of the Baliphile.
Bali Villas Sales, Rentals is a site that does just what the title says. You can buy and lease
a villa in Bali. They're not cheap however.
Baliguide is a commercial site run by a travel agency, but their site includes lots of
information about Bali that would be helpful to the tourist coming to Bali for the first or
second time. This is a site that I would recommend to a friend or family member who
want to get a good introduction to Bali and what it has to offer for the tourist.
Baliplus calls itself the "biggest little guidebook online". You can find the usual tourist
information about hotels and clubs and restaurants, as well as events occuring around the
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island. There is a free print version as well that you might see as the airport when you
arrive. It never hurts to have information.
Indonesia - Jakarta - Bali, is an attractively designed site that has information on
Indonesia and Bali.
Mic's Bali Forums is a collection of forums on aspects of life and places in Bali. Topics
include: restaurants and clubs; accommodations; drivers, guides and driving information;
news; maps; general information. I found some very useful information on shopping here.
News from Ubud has news from Ubud on a semi-regular basis.
Things to do in Bali is a page with links of things for families to do in Bali. A handy little
resource for families.
XE.com - The Universal Currency Converter will perform your currency calculation
needs, and you can put this on your site for free.
Yayasan IDEP is a Bali-based NGO working towards sustainable development through
education permaculture and training. It was founded in 1999.
Accommodations
Bali Discovery Tours is the site for one of the major tour operators in Bali. You can find
hotels here, tours, news about Bali, and subscribe to a free weekly newsletter.
Bali Villa Accommodations - Seraya Shores is the site for luxury villas on the east coast
of Bali. I call them luxury, but I have friends who find the price quite reasonable, but then
they don’t stay in $10 a night rooms like I do.
Blue Moon Villas are located on the northeast coast of Bali. There are three separate
villas which sound quite nice: one has three bedrooms, the other two have one bedroom.
These are definitely upscale.
Ganesha Bookshop is located in Ubud. It has a wide range of books and music cds. I've
been shopping here since the late 80's and always stop by whenever I'm in Ubud.
Good Karma Bungalows are also located on the northeast coast of Bali. There are 18
bungalows here which cost around 100,000 rupiah per night. Good Karma is on the beach
with good snorkeling. This website is a very complete review of Good Karma by one of
the guests.
Rambutan Villas are located in the Lovina area in the north of Bali. The villas have one
and two bedrooms and are fairly expensive for the north of Bali. Just a side comment - I
still remember when no one had villas in Bali. How upscale the island has become. The
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owners are an Aussie guy and his Balinese wife. Rambutan is a popular place for families
to stay while up north, especially Aussie families.
Restaurants
Casa Luna Restaurant is located on the main road in Ubud just up from the market. Casa
Luna has a pleasant atmosphere with a variety of styles of cooking. They also run a
cooking school and guesthouses. I remember when this place first opened - they've gone
a long way since then. I used to love eating here. It's been quite a long time since I last
ate here though so I'm not sure of the quality of the food these days.
Murni's Warung is one of the original restaurants in Ubud. I haven't been here in years
and it looks like a significant upgrade. This page will take you to the Murni site where
you can find information on the restaurant as well as the other businesses run by the
family.

Shopping
Bali Galeria Shopping World is located in Sanur on By Pass Ngurah Rai. This site
consists of two sections - the front contains the Duty Free Shop and Planet Hollywood
Restaurant; the back contains the Mal BaliGaleria which includes Matahari Department
Store and a number of speciality shops selling clothes, jewelry, books, glasses, kids'
clothes, hardware and house supplies, and many other things.
Kuta Square is one of the main sites for shopping in the south of Bali. What's available in
Kuta Square: Bali Gift (aroma therapy, candles, bath treatment, shoes), Body and Soul
(clothes), Rascals (swim wear), Quicksilver (surf accessories, clothes), Mayang (gems),
Nike (clothes, sports equipment), Milo's (silk, batik), ATM machines, money changers,
McDonalds, and more.
Matahari Duta Plaza is located in Denpasar on Jalan Dewi Sartika. It has various outlets
as well as the Matahari supermarket. On the top floor you can get electrical equipment,
cds, dvds, cassettes, shoes and other things. On the first floor you can find sports
equipment, shoes, watches, and many other things. The second floor has clothes. The
basement has a bookstore, computer stuff and other things.
Ubud Travel Guide has some shops in Ubud that sell household items. It is part of a site
all about Ubud.

Visa Services
Bali Ide is the company that we used for years for our children's visa. My feeling is that
as they've grown, they've lost the personal touch that they had years ago when they were
first starting. Still they are used by many expats and offer extensive services for the expat.
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Bali Mitra Solusi is another company on Bali that specializes in working with expats who
want to live or work (or both) in Indonesia. The office is located along Sunset Road.
Bali Visa Consultants and Immigration Indonesia Bali is one of the service businesses
related to expat visas and work permits that have sprung up over the past ten years. This
company is located in Denpasar and arranges work and residence visas. They say on their
website that they will beat any written quote. I'm going to contact them and find out what
they would charge for a retirement visa. I'll post my results in the future.
Channel 1 - visa and business consultant arranges visas and has the prices on their
website along with the requirements for each type of visa. They are a registered company
and have been in business since 2004.
Highway Bali is yet another company built to assist the expat in Bali. Highway Bali is
based in Ubud and has French management. They assist the expat with Indonesian
business setup and investment protection, dispute resolution and immigration status. They
can also offer a complete range of Bali company support services including
communication, currency exchange, Indonesian translation, printing, graphic and web
design. They are also involved in Bali real estate.
Kantor Kita is another company that assists expats in visas and business development.
They are located in Sanur on the By Pass. Kantor Kita has been around since 2001 and
has an expat managing director.
Mas Tours and Travel is a travel agency that also works in the visa procurement field.
Mas charges 7.5 million plus for a retirement visa which seems fairly dear, but the second
year the price drops to 6 million. The Mas website is very clear about what your money
pays for and what it doesn't.

Books on Bali
Everyone seems to have written a book about Bali. In fact, I always swore that I would
never write a book about Bali for just that reason. Yet, here I am with a book.
Books on Bali run from the antique from the Dutch period to this one just written a few
weeks ago. There are novels that are set in Bali (a few good ones, most bad), travel
guides, memoirs, art books, and the huge scholarly literature in the field I refer to as
Baliology. Below is an annotated list of books from my library. This certainly doesn’t
cover the field (for instance, there are no references to the literature in Dutch due to my
inability to read Dutch), but it is a start for the new expat. If you are going to live here,
finding out what others have learned will open up new perspectives and give you some
understanding of why things are the way that they are in Bali. Read and enjoy.
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Affinities and Extremes by James A. Boon. This is a very difficult to read book (and I
have a Ph.D. in this area. But, if you are willing to plow through it several times, Boon
has some interesting observations on religion, language, marriage, etc.
Bali: A Paradise Created by Adrian Vickers. Vickers is an Australian academic who has
written extensively about Bali and Indonesia. This is an excellent book that covers the
history of Bali and the permutations in its image as seen from the perspective of
foreigners and Balinese as well. If you plan on living in Bali, you should read this book.
Bali: Sekala & Niskala by Fred B. Eiseman, Jr.. This is one of the classic books on Bali
that is read again and again by long-term expats. Eiseman covers the arts, magic, religion,
ritual and much more. The book comes in two volumes and is a must read for the
foreigner planning on moving to Bali if you want to gain any kind of understanding of
your new home.
Bali 1912 by Gregor Krause. This book has text and photos. A German medical officer
who lived in Bangli for around 18 months wrote this book. The descriptions of Bali as it
existed in 1912 are fascinating for their historical interest, and the photographs are lovely.
Of course, he has a number of photographs of bare-breasted Balinese beauties. This book
has gone through a number of editions due to its historical importance.
Bali and Lombok by Lonely Planet. The usual Lonely Planet guide which, while it has
some interesting background material, is outdated on its hotels and prices.
Bali Behind the Seen: Recent Fiction from Bali by Vern Cork. This book has some
interesting short stories written by Balinese writers. You can get an idea here from the
Balinese themselves on what are some important issues to them.
Bali Chronicles by Willard A. Hanna. This book was first published in 1976. It is
something of a history of Bali from 1006-1976, but more than an academic history, it is a
summary of Dutch perceptions on Bali. There is an excellent forward by Adrian Vickers.
This is a must for the serious Bali expat.
The Balinese People: A Reinvestigation of Character by Gordon D. Jensen and Luh
Ketut Suryani. This study of Balinese character by two psychiatrists – one an American
and the other a Balinese – takes a look at the work by Gregory Bateson and Margaret
Mead called Balinese Character. I met Jensen by chance years ago in a seminar while I
was a graduate student at the University of California, Berkeley and found his approach
to studying other cultures theoretically interesting. Jensen and Suryani are rightly critical
of Bateson and Mead’s work. Read the book and you’ll find out why.
Balinese Worlds by Fredrik Barth. Barth is the husband of Unni Wikan and they worked
together in Bali during the 80s. Barth looks at North Bali and focuses on the social and
cultural creation of reality. I continue to come back to this book for Barth’s insights on
North Bali, but if you are not an anthropologist, the intense level of anthropological
discourse may make this book difficult to understand.
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Dancing Out of Bali by John Coast. Here’s another book about Bali in the past as seen
by an expat. First published in 1953, this is the account of an Englishman who moved to
Bali in 1950 and worked to bring a troupe of Balinese dancers and musicians on tour to
Europe and America. I love books on Bali in the past, and I loved this book.
Flowers of Bali by Fred and Margaret Eiseman. This is a little book published by
Periplus with lovely photographs and descriptions of the exotic flowers that will surround
you in Bali. If you want to know something about the natural environment of your new
home, check this book out. I’ve learned a lot from it.
A House in Bali by Colin McPhee. One of the old classics on Bali written by an
American composer who came to Bali to study the music. This is an interesting book for
the historical value of how an expat viewed Bali in the pre-WWII era.
In Praise of Kuta by Hugh Mabbett. This is a defense of Kuta by a long time expat (now
deceased I believe). Those of us who live on Bali often malign Kuta, but it’s the first spot
that most tourists see, and it does have its attractions. There are some fine photos in this
book ranging from the 1930s to the 1980s.
Indonesia – Lonely Planet. The old standby for backpackers and tourists of all other
inclinations. The information is generally not very current in terms of prices, but the
background information is generally reliable, although the recent controversy over travel
book writers using old material from other writers makes one wonder just how reliable.
An example in Bali would be Candidasa. Guidebooks generally get it poor reviews, but
tourists continue to come and enjoy it, so who knows.
Island of Bali by Miguel Covarrubias. This is one of the classics that still holds up today
even though it was originally published over 70 years ago. Covarrubias was a Mexican
painter and caricaturist who came to Bali in 1930, met the famous Walter Spies, and
traveled around the island taking notes, painting and drawing. The book is filled with his
stylized drawings of the Balinese. This is a book that I’ve been meaning to read again and
will have to soon.
Island of the Gods by John McLean. This is the first non-academic book that I read on
Bali. It was written as “light reading” and that it is. Island of the Gods is a novel about a
group of young people who come to Bali to hang out, surf, party and have fun. It is also
the love story of an Australian surfer and a young Balinese girl. The writing is not very
good, but the tale is cute, and you get an idea of how young tourists behaved in the ‘70s
and ‘80s in Bali.
The Kris of Death: A Mystery Novel set in Bali by Meredith Moraine and Jerrold
Steward. Written by two Berkeleyites (home of the University of California, Berkeley),
this novel is centered in Ubud and has some interesting portraits of Ubud expats. The
mystery itself is not too bad. This is a book worth reading for pleasure.
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The Last Paradise by Hickman Powell. Here we have another historical expat account
of how Bali was in the 1920s. The comments made here about the culture and habits of
the Balinese, as well as the expat response to modernization are quite fascinating. You’ll
hear some expats making the same comments almost 90 years later.
A Little Bit One O’clock by William Ingram. A recent account of life in Bali by one of
the expat community. It recounts how his family moved in with a Balinese family and the
humorous events that occur as the two cultures intermesh.
Managing Turbulent Hearts: A Balinese Formula for Living by Unni Wikan. Wikan is
a Norwegian anthropologist who lived in the Singaraja area for about 20 months from
1984 to 1989. Interestingly enough, I know few expats who have read this book, but the
few that have, have found it quite on the mark in its descriptions of Balinese emotional
life. Here’s just a brief passage to show why I find this book so intriguing.
Laughing in North Bali is thus a powerful social mechanism that serves the triple social
functions of expressing friendliness and conviviality, shame and mockery, sympathy and
consolation.
Live in Bali and interact on a daily basis with Balinese, and you’ll see why I find this
brief remark so important to an understanding of daily life in Bali.
Margaret Mead, Gregory Bateson, and Highland Bali: Fieldwork Photographs of
Bayung Gede, 1936-1939 by Gerald Sullivan. This is essentially a collection of
photographs that the famous anthropologists took while doing fieldwork in Bali during
the 1930s. Descriptive text accompanies the photographs, and the author includes a short
introduction where he describes the fieldwork and the situation surrounding the
photographs. For the student of Bali, the photographs are worth the price of the book.
On the Edge of a Dream: Magic and Madness in Bali by Michael Wiese. The author is
an American who is a producer of films, videos and television programs. This is his first
novel, and that about says it all.
Our Hotel in Bali by Louise G. Koke. This is an account of one of the first tourist hotels
in Kuta. Another interesting expat account of live in the 1930s. The photographs are
wonderful.
A Patch of Paradise: A woman’s search for a real life in Bali by Gaia Grant. This is a
memoir of a woman who moved her family to Bali in search of paradise. There isn’t
much to this book, but folks who want to move here but need some positive reassurance
would probably enjoy it. This book will give them that.
The Peoples of Bali by Angela Hobart, Urs Ramseyer and Albert Leemann. This is a
fascinating book that covers the history of Bali, arts, religion, social organization, and
Bali in the modern period. The authors are anthropologists. Well worth reading.
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The Rape of Sukreni by Anak Agung Pandji Tisna: This is a novel written by a Balinese
prince from Buleleng where I live. It was written in the 1930s and concerns the rising
role of business in Bali and the way it affects the lives of the Balinese.
Revolt in Paradise by K’Tut Tantri. A well known and controversial account written by
the woman known as Surabaya Sue by the Allied Forces during World War II. Tantri did,
or claimed to have done, an amazing amount of things in Bali in addition to starting one
of the first tourist hotels and aiding the Indonesian revolutionaries in their fight against
the Dutch.
The Romance of K’tut Tantri and Indonesia by Timothy Lindsey. This takes a look at
the life and career of the famous (or infamous) K’tut Tantri. Interesting from a historical
perspective on a controversial figure in expat life in Bali and Indonesia.
Staying Local in the Global Village: Bali in the Twentieth Century edited by
Raechelle Rubinstein and Linda H. Connor. This is a collection of essays by Balinese and
Western scholars on Balinese adaptations to the modern world. Interesting reading for the
academic interested in Bali, but probably not of much interest to the general public.
A Tale from Bali by Vicki Baum. This book was first published in 1937. While the blurb
on the back of the book says that this is not a historical novel, but rather a rendering of
the events surrounding the Puputan that ended up with the Dutch gaining final control of
Bali, I prefer to see this book as a novel doing just the same as the blurb says.
Twin Flower: A Story of Bali by G.E.P. Collins. This book was first published in 1934
and is available again thanks to Oxford in Asia Paperbacks. This novel tells about life in
Bali during the 1930s from the perspective of an Englishman who falls in love with a
Balinese woman. It’s a tragedy and is of historical interest for those who want to see the
Balinese of this period through the eyes of an expat.
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